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CHAPTER    XXXVII. 

Charles  Senfttive.  Emily  t  Choice  of  a  Confi- 
dante. 'The  Beauty  and  BleJJing  of  Candour. 
Time  agreeably  fpent.  The  unexpected  Fate 
of  Jacob'*  Wifet  and  the  Place  -where  Jhe 
hangs. 

THE  company  of  Senfitive  contributed 
to  difllpate  the  gloom  that  had  begun  to 
prevail  at  the  parfonage,  and  which  would 
otherwife  have  increafed  on  the  depar- 
ture of  the  lads.  Charles's  difpofidon 
was  not  of  that  lively  character  that  per- 
petually fecks  and  promotes  an  inceflant 
flow  of  gaiety,  and  if  it  fail  of  intenfe- 
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nefs,  finks  into  ennui ;  but  was  mildly 
and  uniformly  cheerful.    He  was  neither 
loquacious    nor    taciturn :    he    feldom 
laughed,  but  very  often  fmiled.    He  was 
not  fond  of  admiration,  but  was  charmed 
with  affection.     His  chief  objects  were 
to  give  pleafure,   and  to  prevent  pain. 
When  his  drawings  or  paintings  were 
praifed,  it  gave  him  a  lively  fenfation,  but 
produced  not  a  fingle  fpark  of  vanity ; 
his  emotion  was  delight  on  creating  de- 
light.    His  heart   was  the  foil  of   the 
focial  pafiions :  if  ever  there  was  one 
completely  devoid  of  the  felfifh  princi- 
ple, it  was  Charles  Senfitive's.     In  dif- 
pelling  the   gloom  gathering  when  he 
arrived,  he  had  no  aid  from  mirth  :  an 
even  tenour  of  friendly  talk,  enjoyment 
of  mufic,  admiration  of  the  fcenes  around 
Mariton,  the  difplay  of  his  portfolios, 
in  which  there  was  ever  fomething  new 
to  be  found,  and  the  (ketches  he  made 

of 
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of  the  ftriking  points  thatprefented  them- 
fclves  in  his  walks,  engaged  and  gratified 
his  friends,  and  Arthurina  very  foon  re- 
covered that  fprightlinefs  that  diffufed  a 
fpirit  of  gaiety  wherever  (he  was. 

Emily  continued  to  think  of  Edmurtd: 
fhe  was  convinced  that  he  loved  her, 
but  he  had  not  faid  a  word  to  entitle  her 
to  confidcr  him  as  her  lover.  Her  own 
feelings,  however,  were  not  in  a  fettled 
ftate ;  (he  was  afraid  to  truft  her  heart  to 
her  own  management,  and  (he  refolved 
to  lay  it  open  to  her  mother.  Accord- 
ingly (he  took  an  opportunity  when  Ar- 
thurina was  copying  a  landfcape,  under 
the  direction  of  Senfitive,  to  droll  round 
the  garden  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  with 
whom,  when  they  got  near  the  fummer- 
houfe,  (he  entered  into  the  following 
converfation  :  "  Mamma  !  did  any  thing 
"  uncommon  ftrike  you  in  Edmund's 
"  manner  ?" — "  No,  my  dear  Erhtiy, 
B  2  "  nothing. 
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"  nothing.  Did  any  thing  ftrike  you?" 
Emily  turned  her  head  and  looked  in 
Mrs.  Aubrey's  face  to  fee  if  me  expected 
what  (he  wifhed  to  fay—"  You  know," 
replied  fhe,  "  I  always  tell  you  what  I 
"  think,  right  or  wrong.  Edmund  is 
«*  very  amiable;  is  n't  he,  Mamma  ?"— 
**  He  is  indeed,  my  love  :"  replied  her 
mother.  "  I  am  afraid  I  am  going  to 
"  be  very  foolifh ;"  faid  Emily,  "  but 
Cf  pray  don't  laugh  at  me.  I  thought  he 
"  looked  at  me  and  behaved  to  me  in  a 
«*  way  I  never  obferved  in  any  body  be- 
ft  fore  j  and  it  ran  fo  much  in  my  mind, 
<f  that  I  could  not  be  eafy  till  I  told  you." 
— "  My  fweet  girl!"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
<{  how  charming  is  .this  franknefs  of 
"  mind  !  how  happy  does  it  make  me 
<f  to  fee  the  pure  affection  and  friend- 
"  (hip  I  poflefs  in  your  heart  taking 
*(  ftronger  and  ftronger  root.  Let  us 
€c  go  into  the  fummer-houfe  and  fit 

"  down— 
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"  down — What  you  have  faid,  and  the 
<e  purity  of  your  fentiments,  call  upon 
"  me  to  be  as  ingenuous  \virh  you  as 
"you  are  with  me." 

Having  fcated  themfelves,  Mrs.  Au- 
brey continued  thus :  "  I  need  not  tell 
"  you,  my  dear  Emily,  that  the  firft  ob- 
"  jeftofmy  heart  and  of  your  father's  is 
"  the  happinefs  of  our  children :  you 
'*  obferve  it,  my  love,  in  all  we  do  and 
"  fay.  You  are  arrived  at  a  period  of 
"  life  when,  if  you  are  not  put  upon  your 
"  guard,  you  may  be  unexpectedly  in- 
"  volved  inmifery." — c<  My  dear  Mam- 
"  ma,"  faid  Emily,  "  I  know  what  you 
4C  mean,  and  I  am  upon  my  guard  j  in- 
"  deed  I  am  :  and  it  is  becaufe  I  would 
"  not  be  off  my  guard  that  I  fpeak  to  you 
<c  now." — ff  You  cannot  but  know," 
continued  her  mother,  "  that  I  allude  to 
"  the  pafilon  of  love,  and  to  marriage. 
"  Love,  like  other  pafiions,  my  dear 
B  3  "  Emily, 
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"  Emily,  is  a  fource  of  happinefs  or 
"  mifery,  as  ic  is  fwayed  by  good  fenfc 
"  or  by  folly.  Nature,  in  prohibiting 
<f  our  fex  to  court  the  other,  fairly  and 
<f  kindly  gives  us  time  to  call  on  our  un- 
"  der  (landing  to  aflift  us  in  our  conduct. 
f<  Knowing  that  we  are  to  wait  to  be  ad- 
'*  drefTcd,  nature  equally  dictates  the 
"  complete  referve  of  our  heart,  till  we 
*c  are  certain  that  we  are  the  object  of 
"  love.  Few  women,  that  are  worthy 
"  of  being  loved,  are  inattentive  to  this 
*c  dictate,  and  confequently  there  are  few 
"  who  may  not,  if  they  pleafe,  weigh  the 
<c  confequences  of  engaging  their  hearts 
"  before  they  yield  to  love.  It  is,  how- 
"  ever,  in  fome  cafes  not  fo  eafy  as  in 
"  others,  which  is  the  reafon  that  fo  many 
<f  imprudent  matches  are  formed;  forwe 
a  are  too  much  inclined  to  think  we  have 
"  fufficiently  complied  with  the  law  of 
"  our  nature  if  we  are  not  the  firft  to 

"  love : 
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f<  love :  but  a  girl,  who  is  taught  to  con- 
<c  fult  her  reafon  in  every  action  of  her 
"  life,  will  not  be  prompt  in  yielding  her 
"  heart  to  the  firft  overtures  of  a  pafnon 
"  which  fhe  is  aware  is  to  make  fb  im- 
cl  portant  a  change  in  her  ficuation,  and 
11  to  influence  her  whole  life.  I  la 
<f  learned  that  to  render  a  marriage  happy, 
"  virtue,  good  fenfe,  good  humour,  and 
"  a  competent  provifion  for  a  family  are 
"  all  as  indifpenfable  as  love  j  (he  will 
"  afcertain  thefe  foundations  of  happi- 
"  nefs  before  fhe  places  her  affections 
"  on  any  man;  before  fhe  encourages 
**  any  lover.  I  am  talking  of  fuch  a 
"  girl  as  my  Emily.  You  have,  I  know, 
"  captivated  Colonel  Spicer;  but  you 
"  will,  I  am  fure,  examine  whether  he 
<c  poffefles  thefe  indifpenfable  qualities 
"or  not." — "Dear  Mamma!'*  cried 
Emily,  "  it  does  not  require  a  thought." 
— "  If  it  mould  be  likewife  the  cafe  with 
x  4  "  Edmund, 
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"  Edmund,  you  would,  I  am  confident, 
"  no  lefs  attend  to  thofe  points." — "  To 
"  be  fure — "  faid  Emily — "  but  he  is  fo 
"  different  from  Col.  Spicer  !  poor  fel- 

"  low  !  he  only  wants  a  fortune  to " 

Mrs,  Aubrey  perceiving  the  bias  of 
Emily's  mind,  interrupted  her  fpeecb, 
and  proceeded  thus:  "  Without  taking 
"  anyparticularperfon  into  confideration, 
<f  I  will  feize  this  occafion,  Emily,  to  teH 
"  you  freely  my  mind,  andl  know  I  fpeak 
"  your  father's  fendments.  There  can 
tc  be  no  doubt  that  a  virtuous  loye,  con- 
"  firmed  by  a  prudent  marriage,  is  the 
Cf  fource  of  great  felicity  :  but,  as  in  the 
"  cafe  of  other  defirable  objefls,  we  muft 
"  confider  well  whether  it  be  attainable 
<c  before  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  defire  it; 
"  for  vain  wifhes  are  the  marks  of  a 
"  weak  mind.  There  are  feveral  very 
"  ftrong  reafons  that  lead  me  to  advife 
"  you  and  Arthurina,  as  you  grow  older, 

"  to 
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"  to  regard  marriage  rather  as  a  dan- 
"  gerous  trial,  than  as  a  certain  means  of 
<c  happinefs :  in  the  firft  place,  let  a  man 
*•  be  ever  fo  worthy  and  amiable,  it 
"  will  not  be  fufficient  without  compe- 
"  tence ;  in  the  next,  if  he  be  afiluenf, 
tf  no  affluence  will  be  fufficient  without 
"  worth  and  amiable  qualities;  and  in  the 
"  third,  which  comes  mod  home  to  your 
"  own  cafe,  where  fortune  is  all  on  one 
"  fide,  a  foundation  is  laid  to  embitter 
"  the  marriage  ftate :  I  do  not  fpeak 
"  from  perfonal  experience;  there  are 
"  few  men  with  fuch  a  heart  as  your 
*c  father's.  The  lofs  of  his  fortune  has 
"  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  portion  you 
"  or  your  fitter— "— "  Thank  God  1" 
cried  Emily,  u  nobody  will  court  us  for 
44  our  fortunes." — <c  Whenever  it  (hall 
ft  pleafe  God  that  he  mould  fucceed  to 
"  the  Rectory,"  continued  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
*(  it  is  his  intention  to  fund  annually  a 
B  5  "  part 
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"  part  of  his  income  for]  the  purpofe  of 
"  making  a  provifion  for  you  and  Ar- 
"  thurina;  but,  as  he  will  have  to  efta- 
te  blifli  your  brother,  and  Arthur-Wil- 
"  liam,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any 
*<  thing  confiderable  can  be  collected  for 
<f  many  years  3  therefore,  my  dear  girl, 
"  I  earneftly  advife  you  to  confider  a 
ct  happy  marriage  as  out  of  the  circle  of 
<f  the  portion  of  felicity  allotted  to  you  in 
"  this  world,  and  to  continue  your  enjoy* 
"  ment  of  thoie  refources  Providence 
"  has  mercifully    referved   for    us." — 
«c  Believe  me,  my  dear  Mamma,"  faid 
Emily,  *{  I  would  not  leave  you  and 
ft  Papa,  to  marry  a  king.     I  don't  care 
"  at  all  about  marriage  -,  and,  in  Ipeak- 
<f  ing  to  you  about  Edmund,  I  never 
*f  thought  of  marriage ;  but  I  own  to 
*•  you   I  thought  there  was  fomething 
"  odd  in  his  conduft  to  me :  for,  firll  he 
"  was  fo  fociable  and  fo  friendly  with 
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"  me,  and  looked  me  full  in  the  face, 
"  whether  in  company  or  alone ;    but 
"  foon  afterwards  he  never  fpoke  to  me, 
<c  except   in   company  j    and  when    he 
"  looked  at  me,  it  was  not  in  his  ufual 
"  eafy  way.   In  fliort,  Mamma,  it  ftruck 
"  me  that  he  loved  me,  and  you  know 
"  whatever  comes  into  my  mind  I  al- 
tf  ways  afk  your  opinion  upon  it.     He 
"  does  not    know   what   my    thoughts 
"  are,  or  that  I  am  telling  them  to  you, 
"  fo  that  there  is  no  harm."—"  My  dear 
«  Emily/'   faid  Mrs.   Aubrey,   "  your 
"  candour  charms  me.     I  mould  not  be 
"  furprifed  to  find  your  obfervation  true  ; 
<c  but  if  it  be,  depend  upon  it  that  Ed- 
<(  mund's  good   fenfe  will  fway  him  on 
"  the   occafion :    he    will   examine  his 
"  heart,   he  will  perceive  the  error  of 
<c  indulging  any  affection  for  you  but 
"  what  he  might  feel  for  a  filler,  and  he 
"  will  banim  every  other  fentiment.  You 
B  6  "  know.. 
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cf  know,  from  Mr.  Cowper's  hiftory  of 
"  himfelf,  and  the  Smyths,  that  Edmund 
<f  has  no  profpefl,  but  from  his  own  in- 
"  duftry  j  and  that  he  has  to  afiift  his 
"  uncle  in  fupporting  his  mother  and  fif- 
«  ter."— u  I  knowit,  Mamma  j  and  I  am 
<f  fure  he  has  too  good  a  heart  to  think 
"  of  marrying:  but  I  hope  he  will  con- 
"  tinue  to  love  me  as  a  fifter,  for  I  have  a 
"  very  great  efteem  for  him  j  and  Arthur 
"  and  Arthurina  too  have  both  the  great- 
"  eft  efteem  for  him." — "  We  all  love 
cf  him,"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  and  there 
"  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  friendfhip  we 
<c  have  formed  with  him  and  his  uncle 
"  will  be  laftings  but  I  am  more  and 
"  more  convinced,  from  the  frefh  in- 
c<  ftance  of  candour  my  Emily  has  now 
"  given  me,  that  fhe  will  continue  to 
"  examine  all  her  thoughts,  and  guard 
"  her  heart  againft  any  prepofiefllon  that 
4*  could  poffibly  tend  to  embarrafs  her 

'   way 
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"  way  through  life,  and  confequenfly  to 
"  afflift  her  family."— "  Never,  never," 
cried  Emily,  "  never  will  I  knowingly 
"  give  you  any  pain :  and  all  the  happi- 
*'  nefs  I  defire  in  this  world  is  to  fee  you 
"  and  papa  happy,  and  to  pafs  the  reft  of 
"  my  life  juft  as  I  have  done  fince  we 
<c  came  to  Mariton."  Mrs.  Aubrey 
here  put  an  end  to  the  fubjeft  by  em- 
bracing Emily,  and  faying  that  me  felt 
the  bleffing  .of  having  fuch  a  daughter. 
Emily  was  no  lefs  fenfible  of  the  bleffing 
of  fuch  a  mother  -,  me  felt  delighted  and 
eafy  in  having  opened  her  mind  to  her; 
and  me  was  confirmed  in  the  perfuafion 
ihe  had  long  cheriflied,  that  (he  was  for- 
tunate in  the  choice  of  fuch  a  confidante, 
who  was  equally  removed  from  the  harih- 
nefs  of  arbitrary  controu),  and  the  weak 
complaifance  of  indifcriminate  concur- 
rence. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Emily  now  con- 
tinued their  walk,  and,  after  examining 

the 
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the  flower-beds,  returned  to  the  fitting* 
room,  where  they  found  Arthurina  ad- 
vancing in  her  work,  Senfitive  looking 
over  her,  and  Aubrey  reading  at  the  fame 
table.  Arthurina  had  early  difcovered  a 
turn  for  drawing;  her  eye  wasjuft,  and 
the  leflbns  me  had  taken  from  a  matter 
had  drawn  forth  her  tafte.  Senfitive  was 
delighted  at  the  improvement  he  ob- 
ferved  in  her  talent,  and  undertook  to 
teach  her  to  paint  in  oil.  He  alfo  gave 
Arthur- William  fome  leflbns  in  drawing, 
on  finding  he  had  a  tafte  for  it.  Time 
never  hung  lefs  heavy  upon  their  hands. 
Emily,  having  relieved  her  mind  by  her 
confidence  in  her  mother,  recovered  her 
natural  cheerfulnefs :  the  family  vifited, 
and  rambled  as  ufual.'  In  their  walks 
Senfitive  fupplied  the  place  of  Arthur, 
and,  with  the  eye  of  an  artift,  caught  and 
pointed  out  new  beauties  of  picturefque 
fcencry.  The  fublimity  of  the  caftle 
was  a  favourite  ftudy  with  him,  and  he 
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fketched  the  various  ftriking  views  it 
prefcnted.  The  day  after  Arthur  and 
Edmund  left  Mariton,  Aubrey's  cele- 
brated Raphael  arrived;  and,  by  an 
unanimous  vote,  Jacob's  wife  was  de- 
creed to  be  hung  over  the  chimney, in  the 
fitting-room.  Senfitive,  on  finding  that 
Aubrey  was  uneafy  under  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  purchafe,  had  given  up  the 
point :  he  had  received  and  appropriated 
the  money  for  Elton's  check;  and, 
having  feen  the  Madona  packed  up  be- 
fore he  left  London,  ordered  it  to  be 
fcnt  after  him  to  Mariton  by  the  waggon. 
It  was  placed  where  it  would  be  mod 
feen,  as  a  token  of  liberality  and  friend- 
fhip.  The  painting  itfelf  was  good,  and 
Aubrey  declared  and  felt  that  he  now 
valued  it  a  thoufand  times  more  than  if 
it  were  a  real  Raphael. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIIL 

The  Pain  of  Concealment.  Arthur  and  Edmund's 
fingular  Adventure  at  a  retired  Cottage.  The 
Pleafure  of  Freedom  from  Difguife,  \  The 
Friends  in  cbace  of  a  Beauty.  Sequel  of  their 
Adventure, 

THE  diftance  to  Warwick  through 
Loughborough  and  Leicefter  was  much 
the  fame  as  that  by  Afhby  de  la  Zouch 
and  Atherfton  ;  and  Arthur,  on  leaving 
Mariton,  took  the  latter  road.  For 
fome  time  Edmund  was  abforbed  in 
thought  j  the  happinefs  he  had  enjoyed 
among  the  Aubreys,  the  new  emotions 
excited  by  Emily,  the  necefiity  of  fub- 
duingthem,  the  pain  of  parting,  and  the 
long  farewell  he  had  taken,  opprefled  his 
heart.  To  his  friend's  recurring  queftion 

of 
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of  "  How  are  you  Edmund?"  he  an- 
fwered  no  more  than,  "  Oh  !  very  well, 
thank  you :"  and  relapfed  into  filence, 
which  was  not  noticed  by  Arthur,  whofe 
rnind  was  equally  occupied  by  his  own 
fecret,  till  Edmund,  after  repeated  efforts 
to  fmother  his  feelings,  put  his  handker- 
chief to  his  eyes  and  gave  way  to  a 
fhower  of  tears.  When  the  violence  of 
this  emotion  fubfided,  Arthur  afked  him 
what  was  the  matter;  to  which  he  re- 
plied, with  more  truth  than  candour, 
that  he  was  overcome  by  reflecting  on 
the  happy  time  he  had  fpent  at  Mariton, 
on  its  being  patted,  and  on  the  little 
profpect  he  had  of  repeating  his  vifits. 
Arthur  joined  in  regretting  the  diftance 
at  which  they  lived,  and  faying  he  hoped 
norwithftanding  that  they  fhould  be  fre- 
quently together,  again  became  thought- 
ful. 

At  a  little   village^   called   Snarfton, 
abouc  haTf  way  between  A(hby  dc  la 

Zouch 
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Zouch  and  Atherfton,  and  near  twelve 
miles  from  Mariton,  Arthur  told  his 
friend  that  he  had  fome  bufinefs  to 
tranfafl,  which  ,ic  was  necefiary  for  him 
to  difpatch  before  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey ;  and,  (lopping  at  a  pretty 
lane,  afked  him  to  alight  from  the  gig 
and  walk  with  him.  They  both  got  out, 
and  Arthur  defired  their  attendant  to  go 
and  refrefh  the  horfes  at  the  village  inn. 
Walking  down  the  lane,  Arthur  faid : 
"  My  dear  Edmund,  I  am  very  un- 
"  happy ;  and  doubly  fo,  as  I  dare  not 
"  tell,  even  to  you,  the  caufe  of  my  un- 
<c  happinefs.  I  know  I  mould  be  eafier 
"  if  I  unburdened  my  heart  to  you ; 
"  and  I  wifti  to  do  it  more  than  I  can 
"  exprefs,  but  the  lecret  belongs  to 
"  another  perfon.  Never,  never,  will  I 
"  have  another  fecret  which  I  may  not 
<c  communicate  to  you  and  to  my  father: 
^f  but  this,  Edmund,  is  of  fuch  a  nature 

«  that 
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"  that  you  would  defpife  me  if  I  were  ca- 
"  pable  of  divulging  it."  Edmund  had 
been  fo  abforbed  in  other  meditations, 
that  he  did  not  once  think  of  the  com- 
miflion  he  had  received  from  Aubrey 
relative  to  his  friend,  and,  even  if  he  had 
thought  of  it,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
execute  it  before  their  arrival  at  Melford: 
this  fpeech  of  Arthur's  however,  not  only 
recalled  it  to  his  mind,  but  gave  fuch  an 
opening  for  it,  that  he  was  about  to  con- 
vince him  that  he  had  no  fecrer,  when 
he  was  prevented  by  the  appearance  of  a 
man  getting  over  a  ftile  clofe  by  them. 
"  Ha !  Grant •!"  cried  Arthur,  "  I  was 
"  coming  to  you.  I  fuppofe  you  thought 
«  me  dead  at  lead."—"  Well,  fegs !  I 
<f  didn't  know  what  to  make  on't,  not 
"  I,  Matter  Rivers :"  replied  Grant,  a 
decent  looking  countryman,  who  was 
now  {landing  in  the  lane  with  the  two 
friends :  ««  1  thought,  for  my  part,  as 

"  how 
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"  how  you  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of 
"  of  the  place — it's  a  fwcet  pretty  place, 
"  and  I  mought  have  let  it  again  and 
c<  again  fin  I  feed  you,  for  all  it  be  fo  re- 
<f  tired  j  and  it  wan'c  but  lad  Saturday 
"  a  gentleman  corned  ater  it,  who  faid  ' 
"  he  would  come  again  fome  time  this 
"  week  to  fee  nar  if  it  were  difpofed  of." 
— •"  I  am  glad  of  it,  Grant,'*  faid  Ar- 
thur, "  for  I  am  come  to  tell  you  that 
<c  I  can't  take  it,  and  to  pay  you  for  the 
"  time  you  have  kept  it  unlet :  come, 
«  let's  go  back." 

They  got  over  the  ftile,  into  a  footpath 
which  was  a  fhort  cut  to  the  farmer's, 
and,  climbing  up  the  fleep  fides  of  two 
fields,  came  to  an  eminence  that  over- 
looked a  beautiful  country  :  a  little  way 
down  a  gradual  (lope  ftood  a  pretty  cot- 
tage, almoft  concealed  by  trees  and 
fhrubs,  and,  at  a  considerable  diftance  to 
the  right,  an  indifferent  farm  houfe, 

which 
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•which  belonged  to  Grant.  They  went 
into  the  cottage,  which  was  handfomely 
furnilhed,  and  which  Edmund  faid  was 
one  of  the  neatcft  and  prettieft  things  he 
had  ever  feen.  "  Well,  Grant !"  faid 
Arthur,  "  \vhat  do  I  owe  you  ?" — 
"Oh!"  replied  Grant,  "but  a  trifle, 
"  Matter  Rivers."  This  was  the  fecond 
time  he  had  called  Arthur  Riversy  and 
Edmund  was  not  a  little  furprifed  at  it. 
"  Not  fuch  a  trifle  either,  my  good  fel- 
"  low,"  cried  Arthur:  "  fome  nine  or 
"  ten  guineas,  I  fuppofe." — "  Oh !  blefs 
«c  you  !  no  matter,"  anfwered  Grant, 
"  not  aboon  a  guinea  and  a  half.  The 
"  young  lady  was  here  about  a  week 
*'  agone,  and  paid  me  up,  and  bid  me 
"  not  to  let  it  to  any  body  elfe  yet  till  I 
"  heard  more.'*  At  mention  of  the 
young  lady  Arthur  looked  ar  Edmund, 
and  their  eyes  met.  "  She  faid  (he 
<f  would  come  again  in  a  few  days ;  and 

"  1  ha 
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"  I  ha  looked  for  her  all  yeflerday,  and 
<c  to-day,  and  the  day  before."  On  this 
Arthur  paid  him  the  guinea  and  a  half; 
and  then  flood  fome  time  at  a  window 
with  Edmund,  admiring  the  fituation 
of  the  cottage,  and  the  furrounding 
country. 

The  lane  formed  an  elbow  round  the 
height  on  which  the  cottage  flood  j  and 
the  carriage  road  from  the  cottage  fell 
into  it  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
farm  houfe.  Looking  towards  it,  Ar- 
thur faw  company  on  horfeback,  and 
pointed  them  out  to  the  farmer.  *c  Pegs  P* 
faid  Grant,  "  this  maun  be  the  lady  her- 
«  fclf."— "  Is  it  poflible!"  exclaimed 
Arthur :  "  fhe  mud  not  fee  me.  Grant ! 
<f  What  is  to  be  done  ?  I  have  very  par- 
<f  ticular  reafons  for  not  wifhing  to  be  feen 
"  by  her  at  prefent." — "  Why !  mafler 
"  Rivers,"  replied  he,  "  you  and  your 
"  friend  may  go  into  that  clofet ;  it  is 

*f  not 
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<<  not  likely  (he'll  open  it ;  and,  to  make 
*'  fure,  you  may  bolt  yourfelves  in."— 
"  And  pray,  my  friend,"  faid  Edmund, 
"  who  is  the  lady  ?"— "  I  befeech  you," 
cried  Arthur,  "  not  to  alk."  Then 
withdrawing  from  the  window,  that  they 
might  not  be  obferved,  Arthur  looked 
from  a  corner  till  he  was  fully  fatisfied 
that  it  was  Lady  Sudley  herfelf.  A 'gen- 
tleman rode  by  her  fide,  and  they  were 
attended  by  a  fingle  footman.  Arthur 
made  the  farmer  promife  not  to  fay  a 
word  about  him ;  and,  if  (he  offered  to 
pay  for  the  laft  week,  to  take  the  money 
without  fcruple.  He  then  hurried  with 
Edmund  into  the  clofct,  fending  Grant 
out  to  receive  the  lady. 

For  fome  time  (he  flood  talking  with 
the  farmer  at  the  gate;  at  length  fhe 
entered  the  room,  faying  to  her  com- 
panion ;  "  is  not  it  a  pretty  little  place  ?" 
— "  A  very  fweet  place  •,"  replied  the 

gentle- 
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gentleman,  in  a  voice  familiar  to  Arthur's 
ear ;  "  I  was  all  over  it  the  day  before 
lt  yefterday,  and  a  delightful  retreat  it  is 
«  at  this  time."—"  Well,  Mr.  Grant," 
faid  he  to  the  farmer,   "  as  you  and  the 
"  Jady  have  fettled  that  you  are  at  liberty 
"  to   let  it,  I  agree  to  take  it  for  fix 
"  weeks  certain,  and  I  will  lend  a  fer- 
<e  vant  here  rto-morrow  with  my  bag- 
«  gage."—"  Very  well,  Sir,"  faid  the 
farmer,  "  it's  all  ready  for  you."     The 
lady  then  faying  that   me   fhould   like 
fome  fruit,  Grant  left  the  room  to  go 
•and  bring  her  a  plate  of  cherries  out  of 
the  garden.     As  foon  as  he  was'gone,  flie 
put  her  friend  in  mind  that  he  had  very 
nearly  called  her  Lady  Sudley,  at  the 
gate,  before  Grant;  and  entreated  him, 
as   he  regarded   her  reputation,  to  be 
careful.     "  I  will  indeed,"  replied  he, 
t(  and  I  will  always  call  you  by  my  own 
<c  name."     Arthur  was  confident  that 

he 
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he  knew  the  man  who  fpoke  -,  but,  what 
with  the  confufion  he  was  in,  and  his 
furprife  at  what  he  heard,  he  could  not 
recollecl  his  perfon  ;  his  fufpence,  how- 
ever, was  foon  removed,  by  Lady  Sud- 
Icy's  calling  him  by  his  name  :  it  was  no 
other  than  his  friend ;  his  gay,  lively, 
agreeable  friend  Elton,  whom  he  had 
often  fcen  in  her  company  at  Warwick 
and  at  AllcQy  j  and  who  had  fo  charmed 
him  that  he  was  very  anxious  he  mould 
recover  the  good  opinion  of  Aubrey. 
"  My  dear  Elton,"  laid  her  Ladymip, 
"  though  I  defpife  the  world,  I  do  not 
*c  want  to  be  driven  from  it ;  and,  as  the 
"  good  people,  who  are  fo  called,  require 
"  only  appearances,  they  ought  to  be 
"  indulged." — «  Your  Ladymip,"  faid 
Elton,  "  was  not  always  fo  prudent."— 
"  No  more  of  that,  if  you  love  me  Hal," 
cried  me,  affectedly ;  "  I  was  fo  pro- 
"  ked  with  the  qualms  and  abfurdities 
TOL. iv.  c  of 
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"  of  the  fooli(h  lad  you  allude  tOj  that  I 
"  very  nearly  expofed  myfelf  to  make 
<c  fomething  of  him  j  but  he  was  fo  fen- 
"  timental,  and  fo  godly,  and  fo  unhappy 
<c  about  my  foul,  that  he  tired  me  to 
"death.  I  fufpeded  the  laft  huff  he 
Cf  took  would  complete  him :  it  is  almoft 
*f  two  months  fince  I  faw  him,  and  I 
"  hope  I  (hall  never  fee  him  any  more." 
— "  He  has  been  dangeroufly  ill,"  faid 
Elton.  "  Yes,"  replied  Hie,  "  I  heard 
"  of  his  illnefs,  but  it  was  only  a  (hort 
"  one;  I  know  he  has  been  riding  about 
"  the  country  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
<c  weeks  paft.  Indeed  I  did  not  want 
<c  him  near  me  again »  fb  he  is  a  fool  if 
<c  he  thinks  he  mortifies,  me :  believe 
<£  me,  Elton,  I  never  had  a  grain  of  af- 
<c  ftclion  for  him." — "  Your  Ladymip 
"  need  not  be  afraid,"  faid  Elton,  <f  I 
"  have  no  jealoufy  in  my  compofition. 
<f  I  confefs  I  think  him  a  fine  youth, 

"  and 
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"  and  the  family  altogether  are  a  fine  fa- 
<c  mily  j  though,  as  you  obferve  of  young 
"  Aubrey,  a  little  too  fentimental  and 
"  eccentric.     I  pity  them  for  their  mif- 
"  fortunes." — "  They  are  very  poor,  are 
"  not  they?"  faid  Lady  Sudley.     "  Oh! 
"  terribly  reduced,  poor  things  !  replied 
he :  "  how  they   manage  to  keep  their 
<l  heads  above  water,  I  can't  tell.     I  do 
"  every  thing  I  can  for  them.     It  was 
"  but  the  other  day,  if  you  will  believe 
"  me,  my  dear  Lady  Sudley,  that  I  gave 
"  the  father  a  check  on  my  banker  for 
"  three  hundred  pounds." — <f  How  good 
"  of  you  !  Elton."  "  Not  at  all  j  I  have 
ff  a  very  great  regard  for  the    family, 
"  and  I    mean  to  do  fomething  more 
"  for  them,  when  I  get  in  all  my  Uncle 
<c  Trevor's  outlying  money." — "  What 
"  kind  of  girls  are  the  daughters  ?"  faid 
Lady  Sudley.     "  Why  really,"  replied 
Elton,  "  charming  young  women  -,  ele- 
c  2  gant 
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tf  gant  and  accomplifhed.     Emily,  the 
"  elder,  is  very  fenfible  j  and  Arthurina 
"  is   a   merry   little    grig." — "  Arthu- 
"  rina  !"  cried  Lady  Sudley  :   <c  what  a 
"  fantaftical  name  !  Was  not  there  fome- 
<c  thing  of  an  attachment  between  Mrs. 
"  Aubrey  and  my  brute  of  a  Lord  ?"— 
"  Yes,"  faid  Elton,  "  but  I  don't  remem- 
16  ber  the  circumftances  j  I  was  but  a  boy 
"  at  the    time    (he   married.'* — "  How 
"  old  do  you  take  my  fqueamifh  fpark  to 
Cl  be  ?" — ft  Not  more  than  twenty,  if  fo 
c<  much." — "  I  hope  his  father  means  to 
"  make  parfon  of  him,  he  is  fit  for  no- 
"  thing  elfe  in  this  world  ;  and  fomething 
"  he  muft  do  or  ftarve.    I  am  forry  I  let 
"  him  dangle  after  me   fo   long.     Had 
"  you  been  more  explicit,  my  dear  El- 
*f  ton,   I   mould    have   discharged   him 
<f  long  ago." — "  I  really  thought  your 
"  Lady  (hip's   heart  ferioufly  engaged." 
~~"  My  heart !"  exclaimed  Lady  Sud- 
ley, 
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Icy,  laughing,  "  engaged  ferioufly  ? 
"  with  fuch  a  flint  as  Arthur  Aubrey  ! 
"  He  has  no  more  notion  of  the  pa  (Tun 
"  of  love  than  a  broomftick  :  he  is  inca- 
cc  pable  of  it."— c<  It  you  failed  to  infpire 
<(  ir,  my  lovely  Emma,'r  faid  Elton, 
<f  he  muft  indeed  be  incapable  of  ir. 

"  Such  a  face  and  form   as   yours " 

Here  Grant  returned  with  the  fruit,  and 
remained  in  the  room  till  it  v/as  ear, 
talking  of  the  eott-ige,  its  beauties,  its 
conveniences,  and  the  perfons  who  had 
occupied  it :  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  farmer  had  never  been  over  fcrupu- 
lous  as  to  the  purity  of  his  tenants.  El- 
ton again  told  him  to  expect  his  fervanc 
with  his  things  the  next  day ;  and,  the 
agreement  being  perfectly  underftood, 
went  out  with  Lidy  Sudley,  leaving  the 
coaft  clear  to  the  two  aftonifhed  friends, 
who,  hearing  the  feet  of  the  horfes  as  they 
c  3  went 
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went  from  the  cottage,  came  from  their 
place  of  retreat. 

During  the  converfation  that  had 
pafled  in  their  hearing,  they  at  firft 
looked  with  aftonimment'at  each  other, 
fmiled  as  it  proceeded,  and  at  lad  with 
difficulty  rtftrained  themfclves  from 
burfting  into  loud  laughter.  In  this  par- 
ticular they  made  themfe-lves  amends 
when  honeft  Jack  Elton  and  the  lovely 
Lady  Sudley  were  out  of  hearing.  They 
flood  gazing  at  each  other,  and  laugh- 
ing for  fome  minutes  without  being  able 
to  fpeakj  and,  in  this  mood,  the  farmer 
found'thern,  on  his  return  from  the  gate. 
"  Fegs  !"  cried  he,  "  I  be  glad  to  fee 
"  you  fo  merry  j  for  I  was  affrighted 
cc  out  on  my  fenfes  for  fear  you  mould 
"  ha'  burft  out,  and  quarelled  for  the 
"  lady  :  me's  a  fpunky  lafs,  Mafter  Ri- 
"  vers." — "  Very  much  fo,  Mafter 
«'  Grant,"  faid  Arthur,  "  and  I  am 
8  "  vaftly 
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"  vaftly  obliged  to  her.  Was  fhe  ever 
"  here  before  with  that  gentleman  ?" — 
"  No,  never.  I  never  feed  her  but  the 
<f  time  fhe  come  with  you,  and  once 
"  more  about  eight  days  fin  that  fhe 
"  come,  as  I  told  you,  and  paid  me."— 
*'  Well,  farmer,"  faid  Arthur,  <c  next 
<c  time  you  fee  her,  inform  her  where  I 
"  was  while  you  were  gathering  her 
"  cherries  ;  and,  if  you  tell  her  that  I 
"  paid  the  laft  week's  rent,  it  will  be 
"  a  ftrong  proof,  you  know."  He 
then  turned  to  •  Smyth,  and  cried  : 
'*  Come,  Edmund  !  we'll  talk  the  mat- 
"  ter  as  we  go  along."  Bidding  the 
farmer  good-day,  they  left  the  cottage 
laughing. 

"  A  pretty  kind  of  fecret  this  of 
"  yours,  Arthur!"  faid  Edmund,  "as 
"  they  proceeded  up  the  flope  which 
"  they  had  walked  cbwn:  you  fee  Mr. 
"  Elton  knows  it,  though  I  don't."— 
c  4  "My 
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"  My  dear  Edmund,"  cried  Arthur, 
<c  I  never  felt  my  heart  fo  light  and  fo 
"  happy  as  at  this  moment." — "  What! 
"  my  friend,  at  the  moment  your  fecret 
"  is  betrayed  and  your  miftrefs  forfakes 
"  you?" — "  Yes;  at  the  moment  that 
"  my  heart  is  all  your  own,  and  that  I 
"  have  got  fairly  out  of  the  clutches  of 
"  an  abandoned  woman."—-"  Of  a  very 
<c  handfome  one,  they  fay." — "  Hand- 
"  fome  enough;  bur,  [hank  Heaven! 
"  me  has  nothing  but  perfonal  beauty  : 
"  had  (he  enfnared  my  heart  as  ihe  fe- 
"  duced  my  fancy,  I  fliould  have  re- 
*'  mained  a  wretch,  a  miferable  wretch, 
ft  all  my  life :  but  flie  fays  very  true, 
<c  flic  found  my  heart  flint,  untouched 
<c  by  the  paflion  of  love.  She  had  nei- 
"  trier  fenfe  nor  fentiment  to  gild  vice 
"  with ;  and,  inftead  of  finding  intenfe 
<{  happinefs  to  be  the  confequence,  as  I 
"  conceived,  of  an  intercourfe  with  a 

<f  woman, 
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c<  woman,  I  found  fhort  fits  of  pleafure 
IC  punifhed  with  long  intervals  of  diftafte 
"  and  the   remorfe  of  fccrefy.     I  firft 
"  met  this  woman  at  Warwick,  where  I 
"  danced    with    her.     I    was   off  my 
"  guard,   and  flic  fucceeded   in  her  at- 
"  tempt  to  inflame  my  fancy  and  my 
<f  fenfes.     She  firft  contrived  to  fee  me 
"  privately  at  Warwick,   and   I  after- 
"  wards  vifited  her  at  her  houfe  at  Al- 
':  leflcy,  while,  for  the  fake  of  appear- 
<f  ances,  I  lodged  at  Coventry.     I  was 
"  very  anxious  for  her  reputation ;  for, 
"  though  flic  infpired  me  with  no  efteem, 
"  I  had  the  vanity  to  believe  that  I  had 
"  infpired  her. with  the  paffion  of  love. 
"  I  thought  myfelf  the  caufe  of  her  lapfe 
"  from  innocence,  and  I  would  not  have 
"  betrayed  her  for  my  life;  on  the  con- 
«  trary,  I  felt  myfelf  bound  to  confole, 
"  and,  if  poffible,  to  reinftate  her  in  her 
"  own  opinion,  and  the  love  of  virtue, 
c  5  "  before 
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"  before  there  was  any  danger  of  her 
"  lofing  her  fame  3  but,  inftead  of  my 
*e  gaining  ground  in  this  defign,  my  re- 
"  folutions    always   gave    way   to   her 
"  trifling,  and  I  difcovered  that  I  flood 
"  no  chance  in  a  tete-a-tete.     I  wrote 
"  her  a  letter,  difguifing  my  hand,  and 
"  figning  the  fictitious  name  of  Rivers, 
<f  which  I  had  taken  in  different  excur- 
<e  fions  j.to  be  fure,  it  might  have  ferved 
"  my  father  for  a  part  of  a  fermon,  but 
"  it   Was   fincere,  Edmund;  more  fin- 
"  cere  than  effectual,  either  as  to  her  or 
"  inyfclf.     I   thought  more  about  her 
"  after  I  fcnt  my  letter  than  I  had  ever 
"  done  before :    I    became  more  and 
"  more  anxious  to  fee  "her  again ;  I  went, 
"  was  laughed  at,  and  fubdued.     It  was 
.««  during  a  vifit  my  family  were  making 
"  at  Leicefter,  that  I  took  the  opportu- 
"  nity   of  feeing   her  -,   it  was  in  that 
"  week  that  I  had  fuch  a  ftruggle  be- 

"  tween 
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"  tween  my  fenfes  and  my  underftand- 
"  ing,  that  I  at  firft  completely  yielded 
"  myfelf  to  the  fojmer,   and  had  afer- 
"  wards  nearly  become  a  victim  to  the 
"  emotions  produced  by  the  latter.     In 
"  that  week,   I  rode  with  her  to  this 
"  place,  which  was  recommended  to  her 
"  by  her  confidential  maid,  a  French- 
"  woman,  who  had  lived  there  with  her 
"  former  miftrefsj  and  I  almoft  con- 
"  fented  to  its  being  taken  by  me,  un- 
"  der  the  name  of  Rivers,  in  order  to 
"  facilitate  our  meeting,  as  it  is  at  no 
ct  very  great  diftance  from  Allefley,  and 
"  little  more  than  an  hour's  gallop  from 
"  Mariton.     All  I  did,   however,  was 
<f  to  tell  the  man  not  to  let  it  till  he 
"  heard  again  from  me.     My  not  im- 
«'  mediately   clofmg    with    the    farmer 
"  offended  her.     She  hardly  fpoke  to 
"  me  all  the  way  back,  but  to  fay  fome 
ec  farcadic  and  ill-natured  thing ;  and, 
c  6  "at 
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at  her  own  houfe,  fhe  opened  upon 
me  with  all  the  fury  of  a  tygrefs.  I 
fpent  the  whole  night  in  driving  to 
pacify  her,  and  it  was  [broad  day  be- 
fore I  had  any  fuccefs :  at  length  me 
moderated,  and  a  reconciliation  took 
place,  on  my  alluring  her  that  I  would 
take  the  cottage.  I  was  too  much 
agitated  to  think  of  confcquences ;  I 
fpoke  unmeaningly ;  I  mounted  my 
horfe  without  taking  either  reft  or 
refrefhment,  and  1  rode  all  the  way 
from  Allefley  to  Mariton  without 
flopping.  At  home,  alone,  I  formed 
new  refolutions;  I  detefted  myfelf  for 
my  infincerity  to.my  father:  I  recol- 
lected your  uncle's  Seraphina  to  my 
own  difadvantage,  and  with  horror ; 
for  his  father  had  not  been  fuch  a  fa- 
ther to  him  as  mine  to  me  j  his  Sera- 
phina had  understanding  and  talents 
combined  with  beauty  ;  mine  was  filly 

"  and 
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Cf  and  paflionate.  I  determined  to  break 
"  with  her.  I  wrote,  tore  my  letter, 
"  wrote  again,  and  again  deftroyed  what 
"  I  had  written ;  and,  bcfjre  I  finally  de- 
tc  termined,  a  fever,  the  confequence  of 
"  my  agitation  and  imprudent  hade  in 
tf  the  ride  home,  feized  me  :  a  ftate  of 
"  delirium  enfued,  and  my  diforder,  as 
"  you  know,  had  nearly  carried  me  off. 
"  In  the  courfe  of  my  recovery,  my 
"  mind  has  dwelt  with  the  greateft  an- 
"  xitty  on  the  (hocking  ftate  of  difli- 
"  mulation  in  which  I  h^ve  been  living 
"  for  fome  time  paft  with  my  family  j 
fc  with  a  father,  whole  pride  it  is  Co  have 
"  fubftituted  in  his  plan  of  education 
<e  love  and  candour  for  authority  and 
tc  rigour  ;  whole  chief  objeft  is  the  wcl- 
"  fare  and  happinefs  of  his  children, 
<e  and  who,  by  blending  the  tendernefs 
ct  of  a  parmt  with  the  confidence  and 
"  amiable  qualities  of  a  companion,  has 
8  "  pro- 
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"  produced  a  friendfhip  of  a  nature 
"  unufually  delightful.  Oh!  Edmund, 
"  I  am  unwoir!  v  of  him  !" — "  My  dear 
"  friend/'  cried  Edmund,  "  that  fenti- 
"  ment  more  than  reftores  the  loft  por- 
"  tion  of  worthinefs:  you  are  worthier 
"  of  him  than  ever;  worthier  than  if 
"  you  had.  never  had  occafion  to  exprefs 
"  this  feeling.  You  mufl  iofe  no  time 
"  in  opening  your  heart  to  him  :  you 
"  can  have  no  compunction,  now  that 
**  we  have  witnefied  a  fcene  which  dif- 
"  charges  you  from  all  referve,  and  ren- 
<{  ders  filence  no  longer  a  point  of  deli- 
«<  cacy." — "  But  how,"  cried  Arthur, 
<c  how  fhall  I  be  able  to  mention  it  to 
"  him  ?" — "  Write  to  him,"  replied 
Edmund,  "  from  Melford  j  a  letter  will 
«4  be  a  lefs  painful  mode  of  communica- 
<c  tion  to  both  than  a  perfonal  confcfllon. 
"  Be  affured,  Arthur,  it  will  not  only 
"  remove  your  wretchednefs  on  the 

<«  fubjed, 
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*«  (abject,  but  will  exalt  you  in  your  fa- 
"  ther's  opinion,  and,  ifpoffible,  increafe 
"  his  love." — "  How  fweet  it  is,"  cried 
Arthur,  "  to  have  a  friend  !  What  a 
"  load  is  already  caft  off  my  mind  by 
"  your  participation  of  this  fecret!  Yes, 
"  I  will  take  your  advice,  1  will  write  to 
4{  my  father  fully  from  Mrlford :  his 
"  pity  and  encouragement  are  the  only 
"  things  now  wanting  to  complete  my 
'*  happinefs;  for  as  to  forgive nefs,  oh! 
"  my  dear  Edmund,  he  is  incapable  of  a 
c*  fentimrnt  towards  his  children  on 
"  which  the  idea  of  forgivenefs  could 
"  be  founded." 

Edmund  was  more  and  more  charmed 
with  his  friend,  whofc  defcription  of  his 
father  in  the  courfe  of  this  converfation, 
joined  with  the  recollection  of  what  had 
paflcd  between  Aubrey  and  himfclf^  had 
more  than  once  awakened  a  wifh  that 
nature  had  been  equally  propitious  to 

him : 
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him :  not  but  that  he  poflefTed  in  his 
uncle  all  he  could  dcfire  in  a  parent;  but 
the  ftriking  contraft  between  his  lot  and 
Arthur's,  in  this  rtfbecl,  was  a  painful 
reflexion.  To  be  the  Ton  of  a  man  ca- 
pable of  deferring  him,  of  ill-treating  his 
mother,  of  deceiving  fuch  a  fpirit  as 
his  uncle's,  weighed  upon  his  heart.  A 
tear  ftarted  to  his  eye  at  Arthur's  re- 
mark j  he  wiped  it  away,  faying,  "  How 
"  f*eet  muft  it  be  to  have  a  father ! 
"  Oh,  God  !  how  can  a  man  forfake  his 
«  child  !" 

The  keennefs  of  Edmund's  feelings 
•were  equalled  by  the  refinement  of  his 
fentiments.  Far  from  ufmg  the  oppor- 
tunity to  inform  his  friend  of  the  confi- 
dence Aubrey  had  placed  in  him,  he  felt 
how  much  more  grateful  it  would  be 
both  ro  him  and  to  Arthur  that  the  com- 
munication  mould  be  made  by  the  latter, 
before  he  was  apprized  of  his  fecret 

being 
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being  known  to  the  former ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, not  a  word  or  look  efcaped 
him,  by  which  his  friend  might  be  in- 
duced to  fufpect  his  father  privy  to  his 
intercourfe  with  Lady  Sudley,  to  whofc 
conduct  and  fentiments  he  again  ad- 
verted, and  congratulated  him  on  the 
fortunate  recovery  of  his  liberty.  The 
converfation  between  her  ladylliip  and 
Elton  returning  to  their  recollection, 
Arthur  gave  the  latter  credit  for  fome 
of  his  fentiments,  and  reprobated  him 
for  others;  and,  having  explained  the 
late  tranfadion  refpecling  the  check, 
they  arrived  at  Snarefton,  laughing. 

The  horfes  being  refremed,  they  goc 
into  their  gig,  and  proceeded  at  a  round 
trot  towards  Atherfton.  "  At  this  rate," 
faid  Edmund,  "  it  is  not  unlikely  that  I 
"  may  be  blefled  with  a  fight  of  our 
"  beauty." — "  That  would  be  awkward 
"  too,"  cried  Anhur,  pulling  up;  «*  we'll 
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cf  go  a  little  flower." — c<  I  fliould  enjoy 
"  your  pafllng  the  gentleman  and  lady," 
replied  Edmund,  "  v\ith  a  recognizing 
"  bow." — «  Shall  we  give  chace  then  ?" 
— "  Do."  Arthur  on  this  gave  the 
horfe  his  head,  and  they  went  forward 
with  great  fpeed ;  but  without  the  effect 
propofed.  They  patted  through  Ather- 
fton,  and  arrived  at  Nuneaton,  without 
feeing  the  objects  of  their  purfuit.  While 
they  halted  here,  they  faw  an  Atherfton 
poft-chaife,  the  blinds  up  and  the  poft- 
boy  mounted,  drive  rapidly  .through  the 
town;  and,  about  half  an  hour  after,  a 
fervant  on  horfeback,  leading  two  horfes, 
one  of  which  had  a  fide-faddle  on.  Ar- 
thur immediately  recognized  Lady  Sud- 
ley's  bay  gelding  and  Elton's  footman, 
whofe  appearance  with  the  horfes  made 
it  very  clear  who  were  in  the  poft-chaife. 
The  purfuit  was  now  given  up  as  a  hope- 
lefs  one,  and  the  friends  proceeded  more 

gently 
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gently  to  Coventry,  where  they  intended 
to  dine.  From  the  time  they  left  Grant's 
cottage,  Arthur's  fpirits  Teemed  to  rife  j 
while  Edmund's,  except  at  the  outfet  of 
the  chace  after  Lady  Sudley,  gradually 
funk,  till  he  became  fo  abfent  at  times 
that  Arthur  could  not  help  taking  notice 
of  it. 

On  the  road,  though  they  travelled 
at  an  cafy  pace,  they  overtook  Elton's 
man,  to  whom  Arhur  fpoke.  After 
afking  how  his  matter  did ;— "  Is  he 
"  married,  Frank,  fince  I  faw  him  ?" 
faid  Arthur  with  a  fmile,  looking  at 
Lady  Sudley's  horfe. — "  Oh  !  dear!  no 
"  fir,"  anfwercd  Frank,  preffing  his 
lips  together. — "  That  (iJe-faddle  is  a 
"  capital  nag  j  is  it  your  matter's  ?"-— 
«  No,  fir ;  it  is  the  lady's." — :<  Oh ! 
"  it's  the  lady's  !  Wh.it's  her  name  ?"— 
<f  Ton  my  word,  fir,  I  never  afked." — 
fc  And  I  (hall 'take  it  for  granted  you 

"  don'c 


44  AUBREY. 

"  don't  know  :  but  where  is  your  mafter 
"  at  prefent  ?"—?"  Why,  fir,  I  can't 
"  exactly  fay,  my  mafter  has  been  fo  un- 
"  fettled  lately  :  he  is  fometimes  at 
««  Warwick,  fometimes  at  Birmingham; 
"  laft  night  he  was  at  Coventry ;  and  I 
"  don't  know  where  he'll  be  to-night." 
— "  Well!  Frank,"  faid  Arthur,  "  give 
<c  my  compliments  to  him  and  to  the 
"  lady  that  belongs;  to  the  horfe,  and  tell 
<c  them  I  wifli  them  their  health  at 
"  Snarefton."  Having  driven  on  a  little 
way,. he  turned  to  look  back,  and,  feeing 
Frank  and  his  own  attendant  talking, 
did  not  doubt  that  he  fhould  get  more 
information  at  fecond-hand  than  Frank 
thought  it  prudent  to  give  in  a  direct 
manner.  He  was  not  wrong  in  his  con- 
jecture j  and  he  learned  at  Coventry, 
from  his  man,  that  Lady  Sudley,  on  her 
return  from  Grant's,  had  met  him  com- 
ing from  watering  the  horfes,  had  looked 

hard. 
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hard  at  one  of  them,  and  afked  if  it  were 
not  Mr.  Aubrey's  ?   had  inquired  where 
he  had  been,  where  he  was  going,   and 
if  any  one  was  with  him.     From  Frank 
he  had  heard,  that  the  lady  and  gentle- 
man,  as  foon  as  they  parted  with  him, 
fet   off  a  gallop  to  Atherfton,   where, 
leaving  their  horfes  to  bair,  they  took  a 
poft-chaife  and  proceeded  without  delay. 
The  reafon  of  the  gig's  not  overtaking 
them  was  now  very  clear  to  Arthur  and 
Edmund,   who   fat  down  to  dinner  ex- 
tremely diverted  and  delighted  with  the 
adventures  of  the  morning.     Towards 
the  end  of  their  repaft,  the  waiter  of  the 
inn,  to  whom  Arthur  was  well  known, 
gave  him  a  letter,  and  laid,  that  the  per- 
fon  who  brought  it  waited  for  an  anfwer. 
Acquainted  with  tht   writing  of  the  fu- 
perfcription,   he  hid  it  on  the  table  and 
finilhed  Lib  11,0.1!,    i»hich   he   made  with 
more  appetite  and  rdi(h  than  he   had 

done 
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done  for  a  long  time  before.  The  cloth 
removed,  and  the  waiter  withdrawn, 
he  opened  the  letter,  fmiled,  and  read 
aloud  what  follows : 

"  I  heard  by  the  mereft  chance  of 
"  your  being  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
"  What  can  have  kept  you  fo  long  from 
"  me  ?  I  heard  of  your  being  well  weeks 
"  ago.  You  know  my  love  for  you — 
*'  do  not  give  me  caufe  to  repent  it.  I 
<c  (hall  expect  you  at  Allefley  to-night. 
<(  If  you  mould  have  been  informed  of 
"  my  being  at  Grant's  cottage,  in  com- 
ct-pany,  fufpend  your  opinion — I  will 
<f  explain  every  thing  to  your  fatisfac- 
"  tion.  I  was  told  that  you  intend  go- 
<c  ing  on  towards  Gloucefterfhire  without 
"  (lopping :  I  cannot,  I  will  not  believe 
"  it.  In  fpite  of  the  quarrel  we  had  the 
"  day  before  we  parted,  I  will  not  be- 
<c  lieve  you  fo  cruel,  fo  devoid  of  feel- 
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cc  ing,  and  of  honour.  The  quarrels  of 
"  lovers,  you  know,  ferve  but  to  increafe 
"  the  pleafures  of  love.  Come  as  foon 
"  as  it  is  dark  :  Juftine  fliall  fee  all  clear, 
"  and  be  ready  to  receive  you  as  ufual. 
"  It  will  be  an  age  to  me  till  fle  meet. 
"  Write  to  me  by  the  bearer,  and  do  not 
"  fail  to  tell  me  that  you  will  come. 
"  My  Aubrey,  I  am  fure,  will  not  dif- 
"  appoint  his  adoring 

<e  EMMA. 
"  Monday,  4  o'clock." 

Arthur  and  Edmund  looked  with  afto- 
nifhmentat  each  other:  they  were  little 
acquainted  with  the  difiimulation  and 
ftratagems  of  artful  women  ;  and  at  firft, 
inftcad  of  laughing  ac  this  new  proof  of 
Lady  Sudley's  hypocrify  and  depravity, 
they  exchimcd  againff  it  with  horror. 
"  What  a  (hocking  woman  !"  cried  Ed- 
mund ; 
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mund ;  "  adding  falfehood  to  falfehood  ! 
"  heaping  crime  upon  crime  !" — "  I 
ct  could  not  have  conceived  this  poffi- 
"  blc,"  exclaimed  Arthur,  "  without 
ct  fuch  .convi<5lion." — Cf  What  will  you 
"  do  r"  efaid  Edmund.—"  Why  !"  re- 
plied  he,  tc  the  fooner  we  order  our 
"  horfes  and  leave  Coventry  the  better." 
— "  Write  her  word,"  faid  Edmund, 
"  that  you  rtiould  only  tire  her  to  death 
tf  by  your  Jentiments,  gcdlinefs,  and  an- 
"  xiety  for  her  Joul ;  thai  you  are  only  Jit 
"  to  be  a  parfin  ;  thaty%<?  cannot  poffibfy 
"  think  of  letting  you  dangle  any  longer 
"  after  her,  fmce  the  immaculate  Mr.  El- 
"  ton  has  been  Jo  explicit ;  that  you  are  a 
"flint,  and  know  no  more  of  the  fajfion 
"  of  love  than  a  broomftick."  This  far- 
caftic  repetition  of  Lady  Sudley*s  words 
made  A'thur  luugh,  and  merriment 
took  place  of  horror.  The  gig  was 

ordered 
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ordered  to  the  door  j  and  the  friends, 
forgetting  her  ladyfliip's  mefienger,  who 
was  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  fet  off  for 
Warwick. 


VOL.  iv.  D  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

7"ruf  Love  not  eaftly  fubdtied.  The  Nature  of  it. 
Difficult  to  be  kept  a  Secret.  A  Scheme  of 
Pleafure. 

ALL  referve,  all  difguife,  being  banifhed 
from  Arthur's  heart,  he  proceeded  on 
his  journey  full  of  life  and  fpirits  ;  while 
a  concealed  druggie  agitating  Edmund's, 
deprefied  him  in  proportion.  The  for- 
mer talked  away,  the  latter  was  Client 
and  abfent.  At  Warwick  they  put  up 
for  the  night,  intending  to  fpare  their 
horfes  as  much  as  poffible  ;  and  here 
Arthur  was  again  fo  ftruck  with  the  al- 
teration of  Edmund's  countenance,  and 
manner  altogether,  that  he  began  to  fuf- 
peft  that  fomething  was  preying  upon 

his 
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his  mind ;  and  he  refolved  to  make  hioi 
difclofe  it. 

The  conqueft  of  the  paffions  and  de- 
fires  wich  which  men  are  aflailed,  is  ren- 
dered K-fs  difficult  by  early  habits;  and 
Edmund,  from  his  infancy,  had  been 
taught  to  oppofe  and  to  conquer :  his 
uncle,  both  by  precept  and  example, 
had  affifted  him  in  the  regulation  of  his 
mind,  and  no  youth  ever  poffefifed  a 
greater  degree  of  felf-command.  At 
Melford,  engaged  in  Itudy,  fond  of  his 
mother  and  fiftcr,  no  object  of  a  diffe- 
rent love  to  that  he  felt  for  them  had 
prefented  itfclf  to  his  heart,  nor  had  he 
conceived  that  he  (hould  ever  feelapaf- 
fion  which  it  would  not  be  eafy  for  him 
to  fubdue.  The  fight  of  beauty  had 
been  no  rarity  to  him ;  he  had  been, 
plcafed  with  ir,  he  had  admired  it,  but 
the  emotion  it  raifcd  was  flight  ;  he 
dreaded  not  its  imprefllon,  and  he 
n  2  flattered 
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flattered  himfelf  that  he  was  mailer  over 
the  pafilon  it  ufually  infpired,  and  which 
he  underftood  to  be  love.  Confident  in 
his  ftrength,  he  did  not  difcover  his 
danger,  till  he  learned  .from  experience 
that  it  did  not  arife  from  beauty.  He 
had  formed  a  friend fhip  with  Arthur, 
and  he  wimed  to  form  one  with  his  fitter. 
His  attempt  to  do  this  unfolded  that 
congeniality  which  gives  to  beauty  its 
unconquerable  charm,  and  lights  a  flame 
that  cannot  be  extinguifhed.  Edmund, 
as  has  been  feen,  foon  found  that  he  had 
a  much  feverer  ftruggle  to  make  than  he 
had  imagined  ;  his  heart  had  not  been 
captivated  through  his  fmfcs,  but  his 
fcnfes  charmed  through  his  heart :  it  was 
not  till  he  was  in  love  with  Emily  that 
he  became  fenfible  of  the  magic  of  her 
pcrfon,  and  felc  that  the  friendlhip  he 
fought  had  led  to  love.  As  it  was  a 
genuine  pafilon,  rifing  from  its  pure  and 

noble 
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noble  fource,  the  neceffity  of  (mothering 
ic  was  hard,  doubly  hard  on  Edmund  : 
conformity  of  mind,  virtue,  iiotelledT, 
and  beauty  combined  ;  nothing  was 
wanting  to  warrant  hope,  and  (tamp  du- 
ration, but  that  affluence  which  had  been 
unaccountably  removed  from  their  view, 
on  the  one  fide  by  the  negligence  of  an 
uncle,  and  on  the  other  by  the  cruelty 
of  a  father.  Though  the  la  weft  of  the 
ntcefiary  combinations  cither  in  exciting 
or  juftifying  the  pafilon,  ycr,  to  a  mind 
well  formed,  it  was  too  important  to 
be  unheeded.  Edmund  could  not  re- 
concile to  his  feelings  the  thought  of  in- 
volving the  object  of  his  love  in  the 
difficulties  and  diftrefies  of  poverty;  and, 
accordingly,  when  he  detected,  he  re- 
folved  to  fubdue  his  palfion.  Flight  and 
abfence,  he  had  read,  v,ere  the  bell 
auxiliaries  in  fuch  a  corned,  and  he  loft 
no  time  in  enlifting  them  in  his  firvice ; 
D  3  but 
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but  now  he  found,  the  farther  he  went 
the  more  powerful  the  pafllon  with  which 
Emily  had  infpired  him  :  even  the  oc- 
currences of  the  day,  fo  important  to 
the  repofe  of  his  beloved  friend,  could 
not  banim,  her  from  his  thoughts  for  half 
an  hourj  and  he  was  inclined  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  his  reading.  But  whether 
true  or  not,  whether  his  paflion  fhould 
defy  himfelf  and  his  auxiliaries,  or  out- 
Jive  his  youth,  he  thought  his  mind  equal 
to  fupporting  it  wichout  molefiing  her. 
His  fpirics  might  fink,  his  health  be  in- 
jured,  his  life  be  undermined,  but  Emily 
fhould  never  know  that  (he  was  the  caufc 
of  the  melancholy  fate  that  awaited  him. 
Such  were  the  thoughts  on  which  he 
dwelled  when  they  arrived  at  Warwick. 
As  they  alighted  Arthur  propofcd  to 
him  a  walk  before  dark  on  one  of  the 
banks  of  the  Avon,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  the  caftle  and  town.  Edmund 

con- 
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confented  j  and  they  drolled  for  fomc 
time,  obferving  the  fituation  of  War- 
wick and  the  furrounding  country,  and 
talking  on  the  adventures  of  the  day. 
At  length  Arthur,  aflxious  to  relieve  the 
mind  of  his  friend  by  drawing  it  forth, 
faid  to  him :  "  What  a  difference,  my 
"  dear  Edmund,  is  there  between  the 
Ci  flate  of  my  feelings  to-day  and  ycftcr- 
u  day.  While  my  fecret  was  pent  up 
"  in  my  own  bofom,  I  was  the  mod 
<f  miferable  of  beings;  I  lamented  that 
"  the  drength  of  my  confutation  and 
"  the  fkill  of  my  phyfician  had  fnatched 
"  me  from  the  grave  :  now  that  you 
"  mare  it  with  me,  and  that  I  am  able 
"  again  to  treat  my  father  with  un- 
"  bounded  confidence,  I  am  happy  be- 
"  yond  expreflion.  There  cannot  be 
"  a  greater  punilhment  than  having  a 
*'  fecret  j  than  being  obliged  to  lock  up 
tl  one's  heart  from  thofe  we  love."— 
o  4  Edmund 
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Edmund  fetched  a  deep  figh.  "  Nay, 
'*  give  it  vent  in  words,  my  friend,"  faid 
Arthur;  "  why  conceal  ycur  fecret  from 
*f  me  ?" — Cf  My  fecret !"  exclaimed  Ed- 
mund, turning  pale'as  he  fpoke. — <c  You 
"  may  conceal  the  fecret  from  me,  Ed- 
tf  mund,  but  you  cannot  conceal  from 
"  me  that  there  is  one  lying  heavy  at 
<c  your  heart,  and  want  of  curiofuy  in 
"me  would  be  want  of  friendfliip.  If 
"  any  Lady  Sudley,  if  any  Seraphina" 
— f<  Oh,  no  I"  cried  Edmund,  with 
another  figh,  — "  Then  what  is  it, 
«c  my  friend,"  faid  Arthur,  "  that  op- 
f*  prefies  your  heart?  Nothing  but  a  cri- 
"  minal  conduct  like  mine  fhoulJ  have 
tf  power  to  do  it.  I  "know  you  will  be 
"  eafier,  Smyth,  when  you  have  opened 
«c  yourfelf  to  me  :  I  have  a  right  to  your 
"  confidence,  and  I  (bould  not  deferve 
"  if  I  did  not  claim  it." — "  I  will  not 
<l  deny,"  replied  Edmund,  "  that  there 

«c  is 
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"  is  a  weight  upon  my  heart;  and  I  am 
"  fure,  my  dear  Arthur,  that  I  mould  be 
"  cafier  in  fome  degree  were  I  to  tell 
"  you  the  caufe  ofit :  but  — ,  what  (hall 
"  I  fay  —  ?  I  cannot  tell  you  what  is 
"  pafiing  in  my  mind,  without  injuring 
"  you,  by  binding  you  again  to  a  fccrecy 
"  from  which  your  whole  family  mud 
"  be  excluded."—"  Stay,"  cried  Ar- 
thur, <c  let  me  fet  you  to  rights  there.  I 
"  mould  not  hold  myfelf  bound  to  dif- 
"  clofe  to  my  father  any  fecret  of  yours, 
"  in  which  he  can  have  no  concern. 
"  Such  difclofure  makes  no  part  of  our 
c<  notions  of  candour  and  confidence  : 
««  all  that  relates  to  myfelf,  to  him,  to  the 
"  whole  family ;  my  fcntitnents-,  my  con- 
ff  dudr.;  in  fiiort,  all  that  it  imports  him 
«  to  know,  are  efltntial  to  that  open 
"  character,  that  fmglcnefs  of  heart,  on 
"  which  he  juftly  lays  fo  gre.it  a  flrtfc, 
<*  and  which  he  has  taught  all  his  chil- 
05  "  drca 
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•f  dren  to  confider  as  the  firft  ftep  in 
<f  the  ladder  to  Heaven :  but  do  not 
Cf  imagine  that  he  would  require,  or 
"  even  be  pleafed  that  I  mould  divulge 
*e  a  fecret  of  yours,  which  no  way  relates 
"  to  him.  You  may,  therefore,  fafely 
<c  unbofom  yourfelf,  and  confide  the 
"  caufe  of  your  uneafinefs  to  your  friend, 
"  who  will  at  lead  aflift  you  in  bearing, 
<f  if  he  cannot  relieve  it." — "  You  arc 
"  worthy  of  your  father,  you  are  all  wor- 
"  thy  of  one  another,"  cried  Edmund  j 
"  and  I  would  rather  die  thaninterrupt  the 
"  heavenly  confidence  that  reigns  among 
"  you.  You  (hall  excufe  this  referve, 
tf  Arthur,  this  Tingle  referve  ;  I  will 
"  have  no  other  thought  to  which  my 
"  heart  will  not  freely  admit  you."— 
<c  Anfwer  me  but  thefe  queftions,"  faid 
Arthur :  *c  Does  it  implicate  the  virtue 
«'  of  another  ?  Have  you  promifed  fe- 
"  crecy  ?"— u  Neither;  yet  you  have 

"  yourfelf 
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"  yourfelf  confirmed   the  neceflity   of 
"  keeping  this  fecret  from  you." 

Edmund  was  not  aware  of  the  extent 
of  this  reply.  c«  How  can  that  be  ?** 
faid  Arthur,  "  unlefs  the  afiurance  that 
"  I  did  not  confider  my  family  as  in- 
"  eluded  in  a  confidence  that  related  to 
"  yourfelf;  unlefs—"  The  truth  flamed 
upon  his  mind  j  a  complacent  fmile  fet- 
tled on  his  face  j  he  looked  at  Edmund 
with  the  affection  of  a  brother  :  "  'Tis 
"  as  I  guefs,"  faid  he.  Smyth  turned 
pale.  "  Edmund,  my  dear  Edmund  !" 
continued  Arthur,  "  there  arc  now  no 
"  ftcrets  on  either  fide.  My  fitter  — " 
A  fudden  revulfiontook  place  in  Smyth's 
frame ;  the  blood,  which  had  forfaken 
his  face,  now  rumed  back  to  it,  doubled 
in  quantity ;  and  Arthur  regarded  the 
blufh  as  a  full  confirmation.  "  Yes, 
"  Edmund,"  continued  he,  "  you  are 
"  in  love  with  Emily  !  Confide  in  me, 
D  6  "  my 
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"  my  friend  j  you  never  (hall  have 
cc  caufe  to  repent  your  confidence  j  nor 
"  need  you  blufli  for  having  loft  your 
'*  heart  to  fuch  a  girl ;  one  more  lovely, 
"  or  more  deferving  of  my  friend,  does 
"  not  exift." — "  I  know  nor,  Arthur," 
faid  Edmund,  "  whether  this  be  exadly 
"  fair,  or  whether  I  ought  to  permit 
"  you  to  wreft  my  emotions  to  the  con- 
"  firmation  of  yeur  opinion ;  but  I  feel 
"  too  much  pleafure  in  this  effufion  of 
"  your  friendlhip  to  refift  the  oppor- 
"  tunity  of  faying,  that  I  am  refolved  not 
ct  to  encourage  a  paflion  fo  void  of  all 
"  hope.  Yes,  Arthur,  it  is  the  con- 
"  fcioufnefs  of  this  hopelefs  paflion,  for 
<c  I  will  not  deny  what  you  have  difco- 
<c  vered,  that  preys  upon  my  mind ;  a 
"  paflion  which,  however  I  may  ftiflc  it, 
"  I  feel  I  mall  never  conquer.  But,  as 
"  you  have  extracted  this  confefilon 
"  from  me,  I  call  upon  you,  in  the 
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"  name  of  friendfhip,  to  keep  it  from 
"  the  knowledge  of  your  fifter;  it  can 
"  be  of  no  moment  to  her,  and  I  pro- 
"  mifc  you  that  (lie  (hall  never  know  it 
"from  me. "  —  "You  are  in  hade," 
cried  Arthur,  "  to  promife  what  I  do 
"  not  require,  and  what  I  (hall  be  un- 
"  happy  to  find  neceflary.  Let  me 
"  fpeak  of  it  to  my  father,  Edmund."— 
ft  If  you  think  it  improper,"  replied 
Smyth,  "  to  know  that  I  love  your  fif- 
*(  ter  without  communicating  my  un- 
*'  happy  ftcret  to  him,  I  will  not  require 
"  your  filence ;  but,  when  you  recollect 
"  that  I  (hall  never  afterwards  be  able 
"  to  feel  myfelf  at  eafe  in  his  prefence,  if 
"  you  can  bringyourfelf,on  my  affurance 
"  of  never  opening  my  lips  to  any  other 
"  but  you  on  the  fubjecl,  and  on  my 
'*  promife  of  ftruggling  againft  this  paf- 
"  fion,  to  confider  it  as  unimportant  to 
"  your  father,  I  could  wilh  the  know- 

"  ledge 


6jf  AUBREY. 

"ledge  of  it  confined  to  ourfelves."— 
<f  You  miftake  me,"  faid  Arthur^  "  my 
"  defire  to  mention  it  to  him  arifes  from 
"  a  hope  that  the  communication  might 
ff  lead  to  a  refult  propitious  to  your  paf- 
"  fion,  which  I  do  not  fee  in  fo  unhappy 
«<  a  light  as  you  do.  Why  mould  not 
c<  you  love  Emily  ?  Why  mould  not  you 
"  have  her?"—"  What !"  cried  Smyth, 
"  a  poor,  deferted  wretch,  ignorant  of 
"  his  father,  who  may  be  yet  living  for 
"  aught  he  knows !  an  intruder,  with 
"  his  mother  and  fitter,  on  the  pittance 
"  of  a  benevolent  uncle  !  a  peafant, 
'«  doomed  to  till  the  ground  for  fub- 
"  fiftence  ?*'  — <c  Poh  !  poh  !  nonfenfe, 
cc  my  dear  Edmund,"  fai'd  Arthur  :  "  as 
«  to  worldly  diflindions,  you  are  a  gen- 
*'  tleman  •,  and,  as  to  mental  ones,  my 
<'  fitter  could  never  have  a  hufband  who 
"  ranks  higher :  the  only  thing  to  be 
"  confidered  is,  how  you  are  to  live ; 
8  "  and, 
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<f  and,  if  my  father  and  your  uncle  put 
"  their  heads  together,  who  knows  what 
"they  may  (hike  out?"  — "  They 
"  would  think  me  mad,  Arthur;  it  would 
<c  make  them  both  unhappy.  Indeed, 
"  it  mwft  not  be  !  and  then  what  would 
"  Mifs  Aubrey  fay?"  — "  Say!  why 
<{  that  me  was  the  happieft  and  mod 
*•  fortunate  of  her  fex."— "  For  God's 
"  fake  !  my  friend,"  cried  Edmund, 
"  don't  put  me  out  of  my  fcnfes.  To 
"  raile  hope  without  probability  is  to 
"  lay  a  foundation  for  madnefs." — "  E- 
"  mily,"  faid  Arthur,  "  will  never  aft 
"imprudently,  I  am  certain  *  (he  will 
"  not,  like  you,  fet  about  falling  in  love> 
"  but  I  am  fure  fhe  has  a  very  great  re- 
"  gard  for  you  j  and,  if  my  father  were 
"  to  tell  her  that  you  could  lupport  a  fa- 
«'  mily  happily,  my  life  for  it  (he  would 
"  be  yours  in  preference  to  the  richeft 
"  man  in  England."  — "  Spare  me! 

"  fparc 
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"  fpare  me  !  my  dear  friend  :  if  you 
"  give  me  fuch  an  idea,  you  will  render 
"  it  impofilble  for  me  to  fupprefs  hope; 
Cf  and  what  will  become  of  me  then  ?"— 
<c  Let  me  have  the  management  of  this," 
faid  Arthur;  "  I'll  not  mention  it  to  my 
<(  father  without  founding  him  ;  and,  if 
<f  prudence  prcfs  you  to  give  up  Emily 
"  as  a  miftrefs,  I  know  you  will  act  like 
"  yourfelf,  and  look  upon  her  as  a  fifter: 
tc  but,  as  for  my  part,I  declare  I  don't  de- 
"  fpair  of  calling  you  my  brother ;  and  if, 
"  on  convening  with  my  father,  I  do  not 
cf  alter  my  opinion,  I  will  not  hcfitate  to 
"  difcover  your  arTcclion  for  Emily,  and 
"  I  am  confident  it  will  require  no  great 
"  ufe  of  eloquence  to  make  hcrefpoufe 
"  your  caufe."  Edmund,  delighted  and 
relieved  by  this  converfation,  told  Ar- 
thur that  he  left  him  to  do  as  he  thought 
beft ;  and  that,  be  his  fate  what  it  would, 
he  mould  ever  efteem  himfelf  moft  for- 

tunate 
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tunate  in  having  fuch  a  friend.  He  re- 
fumed  a  great  degree  of  cheerfulnefs, 
and  converfcd  in  the  moft  unreftrved 
and  eafy  manner  with  Arthur,  who 
fcemed  to  be  doubly  dear  to  him,  on 
becoming  the  confident  of  his  pafiion  for 
Mifs  Aubrey. 

As  they  returned  towards  the  town,  the 
fine  tints  of  an  autumn  evening,  which 
were  fpread  through  the  fky  and  over 
the  landfcape  before  them,  excited  their 
admiration,  and  brought  to  Arthur's 
rr-ind  the  beauties  of  Sudley  Cattle, 
which  he  defcribed  to  Edmund  in  fuch 
terms  of  rapture  ns  raifcd  in  him  a  great 
defire  to  fee  the  place.  Being  in  no  hafte 
to  terminate  their  journey,  they  agreed 
to  fpcnd  the  whole  of  the  next  day  in 
vifiting  it,  and  in  lounging  at  Stratford, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon.  As  the 
execution  of  this  agnement,  fo  far  as  it 
related  to  Sudley  Cattle,  depended  upon 

the 
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the  abfence  of  its  lord,  it  was  neceflary 
to  inquire  whether  he  were  in  the  coun- 
try or  not*  and  at  the  inn  they  learned, 
to  their  great  mortification,  that  he  was 
at  his  feat. 

The  difappointment  exprefTed  by  Ed- 
mund, determined  Arthur  to  get  a  fight 
of  the  grounds  at  leaft,  notwithftanding 
the  prefence  of  Lord  Sudlcy >  and  though, 
in  arriving  at  Warwick,  he  had  refolved 
to  pay  no  vifit  there,  he  called  on  a  gen- 
tleman, to  whom  he  had  been  introduced 
by  Mr.  Rowley,  and  through  whom  he 
thought  it  likely  that  he  mould  obtain 
his  objecl.  He  found  that  though, 
when  his  lordfhip  was  at  home,  it  was 
more  difficult  to  get  a  fight  of  the  houfe, 
a  walk'  through  the  grounds  was  rarely 
refufed,  on  a  previous  application  of  a 
few  hours  to  the  fteward  j  to  whom  the 
gentleman  accordingly  wrote,  and,  as  the 
manfion  was  well  worth  feeing,  requefted 

that 
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that  the  ftrangers  might  be  permitted  to 
go  over  it,  if  they  c<)iild  be  indulged 
without  any  offence  to  Lord  Sudley. 
This  letter  Arihur  immediately  dif- 
pitched  to  the  fteward  j  from  whom  he 
received  an  anfwer  before  he  went  to 
bed,  by  which  he  was  informed  that,  by 
coming  early  in  the  morning,  he  might 
go  over  the  houfe  before  his  lordChip 
was  out  of  bed,  and  that  he  never  rofe 
before  nine  or  ten  o'clock.  Pleafcd 
with  the  profpeft  of  gratifying  their 
wifli,  and  happy  in  the  mutual  and  un- 
bounded confidence  which  had  been  this 
day  eftablifhed  between  them,  they  re- 
tired to  reft,  determining  to  be  very 
early  nexc  morning  at  Sudley  Cattle. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

A  Vlfit  to  Sudley-  Co/lie.  Edmund  lefts  hit  Way 
and  achieves  an  heroic  Deed.  Arthur's  Re- 
ception at  Melford* 

THE  morning  was  fine  :  the  travellers 
left  Warwick  about  feven  o'clock ;  and, 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  Arthur  pointed 
out  to  Edmund  the  lofty  turrets  of 
Sudlcy-Caftle,  peeping  through  the  rich 
foliage  of  rnajeftic  woods.  For  feveral 
miles,  between  Warwick  and  Stratford, 
many  beautiful  glimpfes  are  caught  of 
this  elegant  feat  j  and  Edmund  had  ad- 
mired it  as  he  pafTcd  before  on  his  way 
to  Mariton :  but  the  beauty  of  the 
afpect  it  now  prefented  was  heightened 
by  imagination,  from  the  account  he  had 

received 
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received  from  Arthur,  and  he  faw  it  with 
double  pleafure.  Turning  to  the  left 
from  the  high  road,  they  drove  down  a 
wide  handfome  kne,  lined  on  each  fide 
with  large  elms :  and,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  and  a  half,  came  to  the  little  village 
of  Burford,  where  they  alighted  at  the 
houfe  of  Lord  Sudley's  fteward,  who 
fcnt  a  man  with  them  up  to  the  caftle, 
and  in  the  mean  time  ordered  their  horfes 
to  be  taken  care  of.  Arthur  took  pains 
to  inform  himfelf  that  there  was  no  like- 
lihood of  his  meeting  Lord  Sudley,  for, 
though  he  had  no  refpect  for  him,  and 
even  felt  a  kind  of  retrofpective  refent- 
ment  againft  him  for  his  infamous  con- 
duft  towards  his  mother,  there  was  a  cer- 
tain confcioufnefs  about  him,  which  af- 
fured  him  that  he  would  have  no  fatif- 
fadtion  in  a  fight  of  his  Ix>rd(hip;  and, 
as  they  walked  from  Burford,  he  hinted 
to  Edmund  that  he  Ihould  like  to  get 

through 
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through  the  apartments  as  faft  as  they 

could. 

They  entered  the  houfe  by  a  flight  of 
fteps,  under  a  great  portico  fupported 
by  four  lofty  Corinthian  columns,  and 
went  into  a  well  pr°  porrioned  hall, 
finifhed  in  plain  ftucco,  and  adorned 
with  vafcs  and  lamps  on  handfome  brack- 
ets :  before  them  was  the  grand  ftair- 
cafe ;  the  walis  and  cicling  of  which 
were  ornamented  with  pannels  and  fef- 
toons  of  ftucco.  They  were  fir  ft  mown 
into  the  breakfaft  parlour,  where  they 
faw  feveral  fine  landfcapes,  and  fome 
family  portrait?.  Here  Edmund,  gaz- 
ing a  confiderable  time  at  the  pidure  of 
a  girl,  defired  Arthur  to  look  at  it,  and 
then  afked  him  how  he  liked  it.  "  The 
"  countenance,"  faid  Arthur,  "  is  moft 
C£  lovely ;  I  could  look  at  it  till  I  was 
'*  captivated,  were  it  not  for  thofe  fright- 
"  ful  {liff  flays  that  fqueeze  to  death  the 

"  graces 
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"  graces  of  nature."—"  Say  you  fo,  my 
"  friend?"  cried  Edmund, <f  then  I  advife 
"  you  not  to  go  to  Melford,  if  you  wi(h 
"  not  to  be  captivated  entirely  j  for  you 
"  will  find  that  face,  look  at  it  and 
"  remember  it,  glowing  with  life  and 
<c  health,  and  fupported  by  a  form  in 
<{  which  none  of  the  graces  of  nature  are 
"  fqueezed  to  death.  It  is  precifely, 
cc  feature  for  feature,  line  for  line,  cha* 
"  rafter  and  all,  the  countenance  of  my 
*f  fifter  j  and  could  not  have  been  more 
"  like  her  had  it  been  done  for  her."— 
<f  She  muft  be  a  charming  girl  indeed," 
faid  Arthur,  "  and  faith  the  danger  of 
<f  living  under  the  fame  roof  cannot  but 
"  be  great." — "  Whofe  portrait  is  this?" 
faid  Edmund  to  the  conductor.  "  That, 
"  Sir,"  replie^  the  man,  *'  is  the  portrait 
"  of  the  old  Lady  Sudley,  my  Lord's  mo- 
"  ther,  taken  when  me  was  Lady  Matilda 
"  Darley,  at  an  early  age."  Edmund 

exprefied 
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exprefied  his  wonder  at  the  likenefs,  and 
Arthur  flood  for  fome  time  contemplat- 
ing it,  faying,  as  he  left  it,  that  the  painter 
had  thrown  a  great  deal  of  foul  into  his 
canvas. 

From  this  they  went  into  other  rooms 
decorated  with  the  works  of  the  mod 
celebrated  painters  j  but,  not  having 
time  to  examine  them,  they  contented 
themfelves  with  glancing  them  over,  and 
with  admiring  the  elegance  of  the  apart- 
ments. They  were  mod  delighted  with 
the  library  and  drawing-room,  particu- 
larly the  former,  which  was  fuperb, 
eighty  feet  in  length  and  twenty  in 
height.  On  one  fide  it  had  feven  re- 
ceflcsj  one  of  which  was  the  entrance 
from  the  hall,  the  other  fix  were  filled 
with  books,  and  in  front  of  each  was  a 
buft  of  fome  ancient  or  modern  genius 
placed  on  a  pedeftal.  On  the  feme  fide 
were  two  fuperb  chimney-pieces,  com- 

pofed 
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pofed  of  rich  antique  marble.  The  en- 
trances at  each  end  were  formed  to  cor- 
refpond  with  the  other  recedes,  and  were 
highly  ornamented.  The  other  fide  of 
the  room,  which  looked  on  the  garden, 
had  eight  magnificent  windows,  and  a 
pair  of  folding  glafs  doors  that  opened 
upon  the  lawn,  affording  a  delightful 
profpect.  The  drawing-room  was  large 
and  magnificent,  and  the  elegant  deco- 
rations of  it  were  adjufted  with  tafte* 
"  This  is  fuperb,"  faid  Arthur,  ad- 
miring the  chimney-piece,  which  was 
of  rich  Egyptian  marble ;  "  and  yet 
<«  I  mould  not  be  a  bit  more  happy 
"  to  fit  before  a  fire  here,  than  I  am  at 
"  the  parfonage.  How  fliould  you  like 
"  to  have  SudJey  Caftle,  Edmund,  to  live 
"  in  for  the  reft  of  your  life  ?" — fc  How 
"mould  I  like  it!"  cried  Edmund; 
"  Oh  !  Arthur,  to  be  able  to  offer  fuch  a 
te  place  as  this  to  the  object  of  one's  love! 
VOL.  iv.  E  "I  never 
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<*'  I  never  felt  ambitious  emotions  before, 

"  but  the  thought  of  that  object  expands 

te  my  foul.     Nothing  can  be  too  grand 

"  or  too  noble  for  her,  and  while  I  look 

"  round  me,  I  ftel  equal  to  the  greatnefs 

"  I  would  offer.     In  what  are  you  or  I 

"  inferior  to  this  lord,  who  is  forking  in 

"  his  bed  while  we  are  really  enjoying  his 

"  property  j  a  man  unable  to  give  orre- 

"  ceive  happinefs !  Yes,  Arthur,  were  I 

"  mafter  of  this  place  I  fhould  enjoy  it 

"  better    than     its    prefcnt    owner."-— 

"  Were  I   matter  of  it,"   faid  Arthur, 

"  I    would  immediately    change    it  for 

"  Aubrey-Hall ;  yet,  hang  it,  I  can  be 

"  as  happy   at   Mariton  parfonage  as  in 

"  either  of  them."—"  I  alfo  thought," 

faid  Edmund,  "  that  I  could  be  happy 

"  in  a  hut,  but  my  mind  is  altered,  Ar- 

"  thur  i  I  feel  as  if  I  wanted  a  throne  to 

"bc-ftow:  but   I   will  not  wifh  j  I   will 

*f  be  fuperior  to  that  madnefs  at  leaft." 

They 
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They  now  quitted  the  iioufe,  and 
ftrolled  through  the  grounds,  where  they 
continually  met  with  the  fineft  pi<5hi- 
refque  fubjefts,  and 'where  they  wan- 
dered for  hours  enchanted  with  the 
fcenery,  which  was  in  fome  places  wild 
and  fublime,  and  in  others  regular  and 
beautiful.  Edmund  formed  no  wifh  to> 
be  mafter  of  thefe  delightful  fcenes;  but 
how  worthy  Mils  Aubrey  was  to  be  mif- 
trefs  of  them  was  a  thought  that  attended 
all  the  pleafure  he  felt  in  viewing  them. 
After  fitting  a  confidcrable  time  in  a 
ruftic  alcove,  admiring  the  winding  of 
the  Avon  along  wooded  banks  and 
through  diftant  paftures,  Arthur  rofe 
and  propofed  to  return  to  Burford  and 
purfue  their  journey.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  houfe,  Edmund  recollected 
that  he  had  left  his  whip  in  the  alcove, 
on  which  he  begged  Arthur  to  go  on 
and  order  the  chaife  while  he  went  back 
E  2  for 
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for  ir,  faying  that  he  would  be  with  him 
before  he  was  ready.  "  You  muft  make 
"  hafte  then,"  faid  Arthur,  "  for  I  fhall 
<c  have  all  ready  in  lefs  than  five  mi- 
"  nutes." — "  I  fhall  hardly  be  with  you 
"  in  twenty,"  faid  Edmund.  Here  they 
parted,  and  Edmund  walking  a  quick 
pace  foon  found  his  whip. 

Returning  by  a  (crpentine  walk,  which, 
about  half  way  from  the  alcove,  diverged 
into  two  paths,  his  thoughts  all  abforbed 
by  Mifs  Aubrey,  he  took  the  wrong  one, 
and  proceeded  a  confiderable  way  before 
he  recollected  himfel£,  He  turned  to 
go  back,  when  a  found  of  voices,  evi- 
dently of  two  men  in  earned  talk,  (truck 
his  ear.  He  looked  about,  and  liftened 
to  afcertain  whence  it  proceeded,  when 
he  faw,  through  a  thick  wood,  the  back 
of  a  bower,  to  which  his  eye  was  led  by 
the  found.  Prefemly  two  fufpicious  men 
crc'e-t  out  of  the  bower,  and  came  round 

to 
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fr>  the  back  of  it,  where  they  took  pieces 
of  black  crape  out  of  their  pockets  and 
dif^uiled  their  faces.  Edmund  inftantly 
unperCeivcd  ikrecned  himfelfbythe  fide 
of  a  large  oak  growing  near  the  wa  k. 
'*  He  is  coming  j"  faid  one  of  them* 
"  Cut  his  throa  ,"  replied  the  o  her. 
4t  I  tell  you,  no  i"  cried  the  fir(t,  "  we 
'*  frail  be  found  out  by  ihe  blood  or  the 
"  kni^e :  if  he  is  found  hanging  it  will  be 
«  fuppofed  he  did  it  himiclrV'— lf  Huih  ! 
"  get  the  gag  ready."  Edmund,  from 
his  ftation,  faw  a  man  crofs  A  lawn  in  the 
middle  of  this  retired  ftirubbery,  who  he 
had  no  doubt  was  the  intended  vidlim  of 
thefe  murderers,  ami,  though  horror- 
ftruck,  he  could  not  help  wondering  at 
the  daring  attempt  to  commit  fuch  a 
crime  in  the  face  of  day  and  fo  near  the 
houfe.  <£  E-Ielp !"  cried  a  tremulous 
voice,  which  was  immediately  flopped. 
E  3  Edmund 
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Edmund  had  no  weapon,  and  only  his 
whip  in  his  hand  \  but  he  was  npt  of  a 
nature  to  confider,  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
difficulties  or  perfonal  danger,  and  haftily 
putting  afide  the  intercepting  branches 
of  the  underwood  which  had  ferved  to 
conceal  him,  he  pufhed  round  the  bower. 
The  afTaffins,  too  bufy  at  their  horrid 
work  to  attend  to  his  approach,  had  al- 
ready gagged  their  victim  j  and  one  was 
holding  his  arms  while  the  other  was 
ftruggling  to  put  a  cord  over  his  head. 
Edmund,  darting  forward,  ftruck  the 
latter  with  the  butt  end  of  his  whip,  on 
which  the  other  man,  releafing  the  arms 
of  the  devoted  wretch,  who  trembled 
every  limb,  drew  a  fiiort  cutlafs  and 
aimed  a  ftroke  at  Edmund,  who,  per- 
ceiving his  intent,  received  it  on  his 
arm,  and,  clofing  with  the  fellow, 
wrenched  die  cutlafs  from  his  hand,  on 
which  he  fled.  Finding  himfelf  at- 
tacked 
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Cicked  behind,  Edmund  turned,  and- 
dextroufly  parrying  a  blow  aimed  at 
his  throat,  made  a  ftroke  at  the  fecond 
villain,  which  cue  deep  into  his  cheek.. 
Deferted  by  his  affociate,  he  alib  fled  j 
and  their  conqueror  was  about  to  purfue- 
them,  when  he  was  feized  by  the  per  fort 
whofe  life  he  had  Caved,  who  fhook  his- 
head,  and  by  a  fign  requeued  aujftance 
in  removing  the  gag  which  one  of  the 
villains. had  placed  upon  h-is  mouth.  <*  I 
"  fh-dl  lofe  them ;"  cried  EJmund, "  have 
'•*  patience  till  1  come  back."  The  man 
clafped  his  hands  in  an  imploring  pol- 
ture ;  on  which  his  champion  cut  the 
knot  of  the  gag>  and  then  would  have 
purfued  the  murderers,  whom  he  faw 
brufhing  through  the  oppofite  woods,, 
had  he  not  been  prevented  by  the  ftraa- 
ger,  who,,  holding  him>  faid  in  a  feeble 
voice,  but  wi:h  an  authoritative  torie : 
"  Stay  :  you  have  done  enough  wich 
£4  "  them 
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"  them — I  am  extremely  agitated— -2 
"  have  hardly  power  even  to  thank  you, 
"  but  afflft  me  back  to  the  houfe  and 
"  you  mall  find  me  not  ungrateful.'* 

Edmund  now  fcrutinized  the  figure 
before  him.  He  was  a  tall  emaciated 
man,  broad  over  the  moulders,  but  with 
a  cheft  which  funk  inwards:  his  legs 
were  hardly  able  to  bear  the  weight  of 
his  body,  and  feemcd  to  have  been  in- 
jured by  the  effects  of  me  gour.  His 
countenance  had  fomething  penetrating 
in  ir,  yet  his  eyes  were  hollow,  his  cheeks 
lank,  and  his  features  altogether  btfpoke 
more  decay  than  age.  He  was  genttely 
drefled,  and  had  the  air  of  a  worn-out 
famionablc  debauchee.  Edmund  had 
no  doubt  that  it  was  Lord  Sudley  him- 
felf,  and  in  fpite  of  what  he  had  heard  of 
him,  the  evident  punimment  he  fuffcrtd 
in  the  lofs  of  health  and  in  premature  old 
age,  combined  with  the  delightful  con- 

fcioufnefs 
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fcioufnefs  of  having  faved  his  life,  ex- 
cited in  him,  not  only  pity,  but  a  degree 
of  affection  by  no  means  unaccountable 
to  thole  who  have  conferred  important 
obligations  on  another :  for  there  is  a 
principle  in  nature  which  leads  men  to 
love  thofe  whom  they  fcrve,  as  well  as 
to  ferve  thofe  whom  they  love  ;  and  the 
former  impulfe  is  fometimes  the  more 
powerful  one^  Edmund,  with  a  look  of 
united  pity  and  affection,  offered  his  arm, 
which  was  accepted  by  Lord  Sudley,. 
who,  leaning  on  him,  walked  flowly 
acrofs  the  green  into  an  alley  leading  to  a 
private  fubterrancan  paflage,  which  con- 
ducted them  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
houfe.  The  nobleman  having  locked 
the  gate  of  the  paflage,  they  afcended  a 
(lone  ftair-cafe,  which  brought  them  to 
a  landing  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  houfe, 
opening  into  a  fuitc  of  apartments 
chiefly  occupied  by  his  Lordfhip.  Lord 
£  5  Sudley 
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SuJley  was  no  longer  the  flrong  Her- 
culean Lord  Sudley  who,  fome  twenty 
years  before,  had  projected  the  fcheme 
of  carrying  off  the  injured  Mifs  Melvil 
by  force,  but  a  poor  nervous  creature, 
reduced  by  a  life  of  debauchery  to  the 
fhado'.v  of  a  man  falling  into  the  grave.. 
He  thanked  his  deliverer  without  anima- 
tion, fcarcely  looking  at  him,  while  he 
attended  to  the  reiteration  of  his  own 
Jpirits  by  applying  the  powerful  flimu- 
lation  of  a  certain  tin&ure,  of  which  he 
daily  fwallowed  large  potions. 
.  When  he  had  taken  his  dofe,  he  afked 
Edmund  if  he  knew  whom  he  had  de- 
livered from  the  hands  of  the  afiaffins. 
Edmund  replied  that  he  prefumed  it  was 
Lord  Sudley  himfelf.  "  You  are  right, 
"  young  man,"  faid  his  Lordfhip,  tf  and 
<e  though  I  know  not  how  you  came  to 
"  be  fo  near  the  fcene  of  villany,  I  hold 
"  myfelf  bound  to  ferve  you  j  therefore, 

"  before 
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"  before  I  aflemble  my  people,  let  me 
'•'  underftand  who  you  are,  and  whether 
"  you  arc  in  want  of  afilllance."  Ed- 
mund, difgufted  with  the  cold  gratitude 
of  the  peer,  faid  that  he  did  inJecd  want 
afiiftance;  but  of  a  nature  which  he  be-^ 
lieved  it  was  not  in  his  lordmip's  power 
to  beftow.  "  I  am  forry  for  that,"  faid 
Lord  Sudley,  daring  at  the  noble  youth, 
who  flood  before  him  with  the  bloody, 
cutlafs  under  his  arm,  which  he  was 
binding  round  with  his  handkerchief  to 
prevent  the  blood,  with  which  he  now 
found  his  coat  fleeve  drenched,  from 
ftaining  his  Lordfhip's  carpet.  "  I  am 
"  forry  for  that:  what  is  it?"—"  No- 
€€  thing,  my  Lord,"  replied  he,  "  but 
"  what  I  (hall  find  at  the  ncxc  town,  in 
"  the  fkill  of  a  furgcon  ;  I  am  blced- 
"  ing :  your  Lordlhip  will  permit  me 
"  to  Irave  you." — "  No,  no  ;  let  me 
"  lend  for  my  furgeon  from  Warwick." 
E  6  — "  By 
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— "  By  no  means,  my  Lord,  I  have  a 
"  friend  waiting  at  Burford  for  me,  and  I 
<c  fnall  fooner  have  theaffiftance  I  need  by 
"  going." — te  Well !  do  fo >  go,  and  when 
'*  the  wound  is  drefifed  come  back,  and 
"  think  how  I  may  make  you  a  return."" 
Edmund  gently  bowed,  and  was  retiring. 
"  Leave  the  cutlafs,"  faid  Lord  Sudley> 
*c  it  may  lead  to  a  difcovery  of  the  vil- 
"  lains."  As  he  received  the  weapon 
vvuh  the  trembling  hand  of  an  exhaufted 
rake,  he  sfked  the  name  of  the  youth. 
Willing  that  Lord  Sudley  mould  fup- 
pofe  that  he  had  been  faved  by  the  fon  of 
Mifs  MclviPs  refcuer,  Edmund  evaded 
a  direct  reply;  and,  faying  that  he  had 
left  it  with  his  LordQnp's  fteward,  re- 
qutfted  to  know  the  way  to  the  hall. 
Lord  Sudlty  then  rang  the  bell  violently* 
and,  ordering  the  footman  who  ap- 
peared, to  fend  his  butler  and  houfe- 
keeper  to  him,  fufFered  Edmund  to  de- 
parr, 
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part,  repeating,   "  think  of  what  I  faid, 
«f  and  let  me  fee  you  again.** 

Edmund  found  Arthur  ready  and 
wondering  at  his  (lay  :  ihe  fteward  was 
gone  to  Warwick.  Having  related 
his  adventure,  to  the  aftonilhment  of  his 
friend,  they  m  de  the  beft  of  their  way  to 
Stratford,  where  Edmund  had  his  wounds 
examined  by  a  (kilful  furgeon.  Be  fides 
the  one  upon  the  arm,  he  had  received 
another  acrofs  ihe  moulder;  neither 
of  them  were  dangerous  j  but  from  that 
on  the  arm  he  had  loft  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  blood,  and  was  in  conle- 
quence  advifed  to  flop  a  day  or  two 
before  he  proceeded.  Nothing  particular 
occurred  during  the  reft  of  the  journey 
of  the  two  friends.  Edmund's  thoughts, 
in  fpite  of  all  his  endeavours  to  the  con- 
trary, fondly  ftraytd  to  Leictfterfhire  ; 
and  he  was  at  Mariton  when  he  arrived 
at  Mellord.  Cowper  and  his  fiftcr 

received 
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received  Arthur  as  if  he  had  beea 
their  Ton,  and  Mifs  Smyth  immediately 
recalled  to  his  mind  the  lovely  por- 
trait he  had  fo  much  admired  at  Sudky, 
Caftle. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

Mariton.  Jubrey's  firjl  Expences.  The  dp- 
pa* itions  of  the  Cqftlefttn  at  the  Parfonage. 
Hue  and  Cry  after  them.  Emily  receives 
Propofals  of  Marriage  from  two  of  her 
Lovers.  Her  Converfation  with  dubrey. 

AT  Mariton  there  happened  no  adven- 
tures, no  uncommon  occurrences ;  tran- 
quillity and  the  accuftomed  chearfulnefs 
of  the  Aubreys  reigned  at  the  parfon- 
age.  Reading,  painting,  mufic,  and 
hofpitality  filled  the  time.  Emily 
fludied,  played,  fung,  and  thought  of 
Arthur  and  Edmund  as  her  elder  bro- 
thers both.  Arthurina  and  Arthur- 
William  improved  under  the  inflruclions 
of  Senfitive,  'who  was  more  delighted  to 

inftrudt 
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1 
inftrucl  than  he  had  ever  been  to  lesrn  j 

and  Aubrey  and  the  lovely  partner  of  his 
bofom,'  while  they  enjoyed  the  fcenes 
before  them,  endeavoured  to  confole 
each  other  for  Arthurs  errors  with  the 
hope  that  he  would  fee  the  folly  of 
fhutting  up  hi.s  heart  from  them,,  as  well 
as  view  with  horror  the  guilt  of  his 
intrigue. 

Having  refolved  to  pay  their  bills 
quarterly,  that  they  might  have  a  view 
of  their  expences  continually  under  their 
eye,  they  had  contemplated  with  Tome- 
alarm  the  total  of  the  midfummer  quar- 
ter, which  diminifhjed  the-  torn  'that  had 
been  lodged  in  the  banker's  hands  con- 
fiderably  more  than  a  half,  fo  that  there 
did  not  remain  quite  feven  hundred 
pounds  with  him.  But  then  in  this  total 
were  included  not  only  their  expences 
at  Mariton,  but  thofe  of  their  journey 
down,  and  of  their  luggage  by  the  wag- 
gon, 
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gon,  the  furniture  bought  of  Mr.  Dod- 
fon,  the  gig  and  the  horfe,  and  their  (lock 
of  liquors  which  was  not  half  confumed. 
The  remainder  of  his  fund,  and  the  ftipend 
from  the  curacy  were  all  they  had  to  live 
upon  during  the  life  of  their  worthy  friend 
the  Doclorj  but  they  relied  on  the  ap- 
proaching quarter  bring  nothing  like 
the  foregoing  one,  and  trufted  ihat  their 
economy  would  enable  them  to  meet 
every  exigency. 

The  talk  and  dread  of  the  ghofts  at 
the  Caftle  ftill  prevailed,  and  nekher 
ridicule  nor  fcrious  admonicion  could 
cure  the  country  people  of  their  preju. 
dice.  It  was  laid  that  they  appeared 
more  frequently  than  ever,  and  had  been 
pofirively  oblerved  by  icveral  perfons 
fkipping  in  fire  on  the  walls.  One 
evening,  at  the  end  of  the  week  in  which 
Arthur  and  Edmund  left  Mariton,  about 
igh;,  juft  as  the  family  were  going 

to 
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to  retire,  Gefar  came  into  the  room  in  ar 
great  hurry,  calling  to  Aubrey — "  Mafiar 
ft  Mafia,  come  fee  ghoft."  This  created 
a  general  laugh.  "  What !"  cried  Au- 
brey, ((  Cssfar  fee  ghofts  too  ?" — 
"  Mafia  !"  faid  Casfar,  fmiling,  "  come 
"  fee  yourfelf."— "  Let  us  all  go,"  cried 
Mrs.  Aubrey;  and  accordingly  the  whole 
family  went  with  him  into  the  garden. 
The  night  was  ferene,  but  dark ;  and 
nothing  was  plainly  vifible  beyond  the 
bounds  of  their  own  domains.  In  vain 
they  looked  towards  the  Caftle  j  it  pre- 
fented  only  a  deeper  black  without  pe- 
culiar form.  For  fome  time  they 
watched  the  quarter  where  the  appear- 
ances were  expeded,  -till  at  length  they 
grew  tired,  and  again,  laughing  at  the 
force  of  Casfar's  imagination,  returned 
to  the  door,  when  a  light  was  feen  pro- 
ceeding from  the  CafUe.  Prcfently  the 
li^ht  appeared  at  the  windows,  as  if  the 

interior 
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interior  were  illuminated.  Blue  flames 
now  ran  along  the  parapet  in  various 
directions :  ac  one  of  the  windows  a 
figure  in  white  garments  was  feen  forcing 
over  another  figure  which  was  black, 
and,  at  the  diftance  from  the  parfonage, 
not  unlike  what  is  ufually  painted  for  the 
devil.  It  fprang  forward,  and,  precipi- 
tating to  the  ground,  vanifhed  in  a  flafli 
of  fire.  All  was  immediately  darknefs, 
and,  in  the  obfcurity  of  the  fky,  not  a 
trace  remained  of  what  had  occurred, 
From  the  firft  appearance  of  the  light  to 
the  vanishing  of  the  black  figure,  not 
more  time  than  ten  minutes  elapfed. 

Aubrey,  fatisfied  that  this  mow  was 
either  the  foolilh  amufement  ot  fome 
ram  and  inconfiderate  people,  or  the 
device  of  roguery,  propolcd  to  Senfi- 
tive  to  go  i.p  to  the  Caftlc  without  a 
moment's  lofs  of  time,  and  endeavour 
to  make  fomc  difcovcry.  To  this  Sen- 

fitivc 
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fitive  agreed  -,  but  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the 
girls  entreated  them  earneftly  not  to  got 
for,  however  Aubrey  might  defy  the 
devil  and  all  his  works,  he  was  not  fo 
well  fkilkd  in  the  defiance  of  the  works 
of  his  imps  in  the  human  form.  It  waa 
impcffible  to  fay  for  wtat  purpofe  thefts 
trkks  were  played,  or  with  what  force 
they  were  protected.  •*  But  my  love," 
faid  Aubrey,  "  we  will  take  Csefar  and 
"  Charles's  man,  Joe,  with  us,  and  muf- 
"  ter  auxiliaries  in  the  village :  we  will 
ie  get  Rowley,  the  Spicers,  and  fome  of 
'*  the  villagers,  I  warrant  you,  befides 
c<  the  conftablcs." — "  I  think  there  can 
"  be  no  danger,"  faid  Senfitive,  "  and 
*'  it  is  really  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
<c  tance  that  thele  manoeuvres  fhould  be 
"  put  an  end  to,  whether  they  are 
"  merely  filly  pranks  or  the  cloak  of 
"  villany.*'  On  their  promifing  to  go 
armed,  and  in  a  large  body,  Mrs.  Au-  ' 
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brey,  Emily,  and  Archurina  yielded  to 
the  perfuafions  of  Aubrey,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  fears ;  and  the  gentlemen 
Tallied  forth  attended  by  their  fervants : 
the  latter  were  fent  to  awake  fome  of  the 
flouted  of  the  villagers,  while  Aubrey 
and  Senfitive  recruited  at  the  houfes  of 
their  acquaintance.  Col.  Spicer  had 
arrived  that  very  evening  from  town, 
and,  with  his/ather  and  brother  joined 
the  party,  which  was  ftrengthencd  with 
Mr.  Rowley  and  feveral  other  gentle- 
men. Among  the  village  hinds  Csefar 
and  Joe  had  but  little  fuccefs :  on  two 
only  could  they  prevail  to  leave  their 
beds  :  they  all  declared  that  they  were 
not  afraid  to  turn  out  and  fight  like  men 
with  men,  but  begged  to  be  excufed 
attacking  ghollsand  devils.  The  party 
thought  themfclvcs  fufficiently  ftrong 
without  them ;  and,  armed  with  guns, 
piilols,  and  (words,  made  the  utmoft 

expedition 
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expedition  to  the  Caftle.  They  met  no 
one  in  their  way  j  and  when  they  arrived 
on  the  fpot  all  was  filence.  They  went 
through  the  deferted  chambers  of  the 
Caftle ;  they  flood  liftening  in  all  di- 
rections :  not  a  found  was  heard  but 
that  of  the  wary  buz  of  their  own  whif- 
pen,  or  of  their  cautious  treading  as 
they  moved  from  place  to  place.  No 
veftige  of  the  white  ghoft  or  of  the  black 
devil  remained ;  not  even  the  flighteft 
fmell  of  fulphur  from  the  flame  in  which 
the  latter  vanimed.  The  party  walked 
every  where  over  the  fcite  on  which  the 
Caftle  ftood;  feveral  of  them  afcended 
the  turrets  in  fpite  of  the  darknefs  that 
reigned  on  theftair-cafcs:  they  wandered 
from  point  to  poinr,  went  through  the 
lanes  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  called 
up  the  people  at  every  houfe  to  inquire 
if  they  had  feen  or  heard  any  thing  ftir- 
ring  in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  In  vain ; 

nothing 
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•nothing  was  leirned  that  could  lead  to  the 
detection  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
trick;  and,  after  wandering  ab  .ut  till 
day-1'ght  enabled  them  to  examine  the 
fcene  more  minutely, they  returned  home 
difappointed  and  wondering  at  the  eafe 
and  dexterity  with  which  their  fearch  had 
been  eluJed.  The  fact,. however,  being 
fully  afcertained,  the  gentlemen  or.  the 
country  were  dc  rermined  if  poflible  to 
difc-iver  -he  caufe  of  it.  The  next  day 
another  vific  was  paid  to  the  C  ;ftle  and 
its  environs,  with  as  little  fucccfs  as  the 
former :  the  circumftance  was  made 
known  at  Loughborou^h,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  j  ad- 
vertifemcitts  were  (luck  up  threatening 
the  a&ors  in  the  affair  wuh  profecuci  >n, 
and  orFering  a  reward  for  their  appre- 
hcnfioni  proper  perfons  were  hiied 
to  watch  at  night  and  give  immediate 
notice  of  any  frelh  appearance  :  in  fhorr, 

fuch 
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Rich  a  train  was  laid  for  the  difcovery 
of  the  ghofts  that  their  fpiritfhips  be- 
came indignanr,  and  made  themfclves 
fcarce. 

Meanwhile  the  parfonage  was  haunted 
by  a  figure  much  more  terrible  to  Emily 
than  all  the  phantoms  imagination  could 
conjure  up;  Colonel  Spicer  became 
more  and  more  affiduous  in  his  atten- 
tions to  her.  Into  whatever  company  (he 
went  me  was  fure  to  find  him  one  of  the 
party  i  wherever  me  walked,  he  followed 
her  ;  and  his  arch  eye,  fafcinated  by  her 
beauty,  was  for  ever  fixed  upon  her. 
This  attendance  was  extremely  painful 
to  the  lovely  girl  -,  and  me  longed  for  a 
regular  declaration  of  his  paffion,  that 
fhe  might  have  an  opportunity  of  reliev- 
ing herfelf  from  it.  One  day,  after 
finging  for  him,  while  Arthurina  was 
painting  with  Senfitive,  fhe  refolved  to 
give  him  a  fair  opportunity;  and,  rifing 

.from 
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from  the  piano,  laid  Pne  wanted  a  Iktle 
air,  and  walked  into  the  garden.     This 
encouragement  was  not  wanting  ro  em- 
bolden the  gallant  Colonel,  who  enter' 
rained   no  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
declaration  when  he  chofe  to  make  it, 
for  he  conceived  his  perfon  to  be  irrc- 
fiftible  j  but  in  fpite  of  the  flame  kindled 
by  the  charms  of  Emily,  he  ha.l  been  in 
the  habit  of  ridiculing  matrimony,  !,:'.  ^ 
had   reafons  to  confider  the  breach  of 
its  vows  as  a  common  confequence  of 
making  them,  and  had  always  thought 
the  rifk  fuch  as  no  man  of  fenfe  would 
run.     When  firft  infpired  with  this  paf- 
fion,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  hope  the  at- 
tainment of  its  object,  without  purchafing 
it  fo  dearly  as  with  the  lofs  of  liberty  ; 
but   when  he   became  morC  acquainted 
with  the   Aubreys,    and    obferved   the 
gaiety  of  the  girls  ihitlded  by  that  vir- 
tuous referve  which  impurity  could  never 
VOL.  iv.  F  attack, 
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attack,  he  was  convinced  that  there  was 
no  alternative  but  that  of  making  Emily 
his  wife.  At  times  he  thought  it  bed 
to  relinquish  her  altogether  j  but,  in  the 
ftudy  of  commanding,  he  had  never  en- 
tered upon  that  of  felf-command.  A 
regiment  of  warriors  obeyed  him  at  a 
word  j  but  whenever  defire  arofe  in  his 
heart,  inftead  of  leading  he  was  led  ;  in- 
ftead of  commanding,  he  obeyed.  Ac- 
cordingly, giving  reins  to  imagination, 
he  had  feized  every  opportunity  of  in- 
dulging himfelf  in  the  company  of  its 
idol,  and  accumulated  excitement  bore 
away  all  fcruples  before  it. 

He  attended  her  into  the  garden  :  ftie 
kd  to  the  very  fpot  where  fhe  had 
freely  converfed  with  her  mother  on 
Edmund,  her  brother  Edmund,  and 
\vhere  Ihe  intended  to  difmifs  her 
Colonel.  "  This  is  a  pleafant  arbour," 
faid  Col.  Spicer,  as  they  approached, 

"  the 
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*'  the   profpe<5t  from   ic    never  fails   to 
"  prefent    new   attractions  :     \vill    Mifs 
«c  Aubrey  fit  here  and  enjoy   the  air  :  ' 
— "  With  all  my  heart,  Colonel:"  fiid 
Emily,  entering  and  (eating  herfclf.    He 
followed,  and  flood  before  her,  fixing  his 
arch  eye  on  her  with  a  double  archnei's, 
which  was  defigned  to  exp-e(s  w;i,ic  wa:-, 
pafTmg  in  his  mind.     Af:er  a  fh  ;rc  paule 
in  this  attitude,  he  attempted  to  take  her 
hand,  which    (he   withdrew.      "  Nay," 
faid  he,   "  do  not  refule  me  the  happi- 
"  ncfs  of  prefllng  your  hand,  while  I  lay 
"  my  heart  at  your  feet.     I  adore  you 
<e  above  all  women." — "  Colonel  Spi- 
<{  ctr  !"    laid  Emily,  "  What  do  you 
"  mean  ?" — "  To  tell  you,"  replied  he, 
"  that  I  love  you  to  diftra6licn,  and  that 
tl  there  is  not  any  thing  I  will  not  do  to 
<c  make  you  happy." — "  Sir,  this  is  lan- 
"  guage  to  which  I  am  not  accuftomed; 
"  and  I  allure   you  it  is  by  no  means 
F  2  "  agreeable 
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«'  agreeable  to  me." — "  Underftand  me, 
tf  my  dearMifs  Aubrey,  bc/ore  you  fay  it 
"  is  not  agreeable  to  you.  Upon  my  foul 
•*'  I  do  not  mean  to  trifle  with  you.  You 
"  are  a  moft  lovely  creature ;  and  when 
"  I  fay  that  I  love  you,  I  mean  to  offer 
««  you  my  hand."  Emily,  difgufted 
with  this  piece  of  vanity,  affumed  an 
air  of  dignified  pride,  and  faid  :  "  Off-r! 
"  Sir !  Ifever  I  condefc^nd  to  think  of 
<c  any  man  -as  a  lover,  he  fhall  folicit  my 
-"  hand,  not  offer  his." — <f  Oh  !  you 
<f  proud  creature  !"  exclaimed  the  Colo- 
nel, reinforcing  the  archnefs  of  his  eye 
wi  h  a  twift  of  his  lips  :  f(  but,  my  dear 
"  girl,  make  allowance  for  a  foldier. 
<c  You  remember  how  Henry  the  fifth 
*«  courted  the  Princefs  Catherine:  it  was 
*'  Kate,  vull  you  marry  me  ?'  So  I  fay, 
*«  Emily!  will  you  marry  me?" — "I 
«{  protcft,"  faid  Emily,  fmiling,  u  I  do 
**  not  fee  where  the  comparifon  lies : 

"  but 
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"  but  as  I  will  not  fuppofe  tlut  Colonel 
"  Spicer  means  to  jeft  on  fuch  a  fubjnft, 
fc  I    muft   beg   him   to  defift."      Col. 
Spicer  had  too  favourable  an  opinion  of 
his  perfon  and  pretenfions  to  believe  this- 
anfwer  fincere  j  and  he  naturally  enough 
afcribed  it  to  the  ufual  artifice  of  the  fex, 
\vlio  love  to  be  courted.     He  therefore 
refolved  to  addrefs'her  with  the  fire  of  an 
ardent  lover;  and,  falling  on   his  knee, 
again  feized  her  hand  :  "  Never,  never, 
"  will  I  dcfift,   oh  lovelicft  of  women," 
cried  he,  "  till  you  confent  10  make  me 
"  the  happicft  of  men.   CharmingEmily, 
*c  my  heart  adores  you  :  for  mercy'b  fake 
"  give  ire  one  encouraging  look.     Nay, 
«  flrujglc  not  to  rob  me  of  this  heavenly 
"  prize  ;  it  mud,  it  (h  ill  be  mine  :"  fay- 
ing \\hich  he  forced  her  hand  to  his  lips, 
and,  in  Ip'te  o!  her  endeavours  to  refcue 
it  from  his  gripe,  impriircd  fevcral  kifics 
on  it.     "  Sir,   fair!    Emily,    blu'.hing  as 
F  3  (ric 
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fhc  rofe  and  left  the  arbour,  "  having 
"  rcquefted  you  in  vain  to  dtfift,  I  am  at 
"  a  lofs  what  to  fay,  or  how  to  aft,  but 
"  my  father  will  inftruft  me."  This  the 
Colonel  interpreted  into  a  declaration  in 
his  favour,  and,  leering  with  his  wonted 
archnefs,  accompanied  her  back  to  the 
.  houfe,  determined  to  take  the  hint  of 
making  a  regular  propofal  to  Aubrey. 

An  opportunity  occurred  that  very 
morning  j  for  Emily  on  going  in  having 
retired  to  her  own  chamber,  Col.  Spicer 
flood  lounging  at  the  garden  door  of  the 
fitting-room,  where  the  painters  were 
ftill  occupied  in  ihtir  ftudies,  and  Aubrey 
coming  in  fhortly  arter,  the  Colonel  in- 
vited him  to  a  ftroll  in  the  garden. 
Having  formally  made  his  propofal,  he 
flared  at  Aubrey  wirh  a  confcious  fmile, 
raifmg  the  brow  of  his  right  eye,  and 
diminifhing  the  fight  of  the  lefc  one,  be- 
tokening his  fenfc  of  the  delight  he  had 
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given.  Prepared  by  his  own  obfervation, 
as  well  as  by  his  conversions  with  Mrs. 
Aubrey  for  fuch  a  propofal,  Aubrey  re- 
ceived it  with  a  complacent  (mile,  thank- 
td  the  Colonel  for  the  honour  he  did  his 
daughter,  and  faid  he  would  confult  her 
without  delay  on  the  fubjeft.  "  I  thoughc 
14  it  very  amiable  in  her,"  faid  Col.  Spiccr, 
"  that  (he  referred  me  to  you,  and  would 
"  not  give  me  an  anfwer  without  your 
"  confent.  Now  mod  girls  arc  dtiighu  d 
"  to  encourage  lovers  without  the  know. 
"  ledge  of  their  parents." — "  Not  moft, 
"  I  hope,  Colonel,"  replied  Aubrey, 
"  fince  it  would  be  giving  good  grounds 
"  to  fufpeft,  after  marriage,  that  they 
"  would  encourage  admirers  without  the 
"  knowledge  of  their  hulhands." — 
"  Faith  !  1  believe  you  are  right,"  cried 
the  Colonel  i  <{  and  if  there  is  any  de- 
<c  pendcnce  to  be  placed  upon  the  mar- 
•«  jige  vow,  it  muft  be  among  thole  who 
F  4  "  have 
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"  have  in  the  firft  inftance  been  true  to 
"  the  ties  of  nature.  Emily  is  the  girl 
"  for  me :  no  other  on  earth  mould 
"  tempt  me  to  marry." — "  Let  her 
<c  marry  when  (he  may,"  replied  her 
father,  "  it  witf  not,  I  think,  be  her  fault 
"  if  her  hufband  be  not  happy."  He 
then  promifed  to  inform  Col.  Spicer  of 
the  refult  of  his  converfation  with  Emily 
in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  Colonel  took 
his  leave. 

Aubrey  was  furprifed  to  hear  that 
Emily  had  referred  her  lover  to  him,  as 
it  was  in  a  certain  degree  giving  him  en- 
couragement} he  wifhcd  Hie  had  not 
done  it,  being  perfectly  fatisfied  that  it 
was  not  her  intention';  and  he  was  not 
difpieafed  to  learn  from  her  that  the  idea 
of  reference  was  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
Colonel's  vanity,  for  that  fhe  had  pur- 
poft-ly  given  him  an  opportunity  to  fpeak, 
that  fhe  might  get  rid  of  his  ridiculous 

atten- 
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attentions.      tc  My  dear    Emily,"    faid 
Aubrey,    "  you    have   often    heard   me 
"  fxprcfs    my    fentimcnts   generally   on 
"  marriage  5   I  have  now  to  fpeak  of  ic 
"  particularly   as   it  relates  to  yourfelf. 
"  My  affection  for  you  leads  me  to  wifh 
<f  that  we  may  be  together  as  long  as  I 
"  live  j    and  I   am   certun  that  if  you 
"  marry   a  man  according  to  your  own 
"  tafte,  my  wifh  will  be  gratified :  the 
"  man  on  whom  you  can  beftow  the  af- 
"  fedtion  of  a  wife  cannot  fail  to  make 
"  me  love  him  as  a  Ton  j  and  your  giving 
<f  him  your  hand  will  but  ftrengthen  our 
(f  union.     To   fuch  a  man  it  would  be 
c<  real  happincfs  to  fee  you  united  j  but 
"  where    is  he  to  be  found  ?   Not  cer- 
**  tainly  in   Colonel  Spicer !    I  know  it, 
«'  my   lovf,  and  fuch  good  fortune    is 
**  hardly    to    be  expected.     But  if  the 
"  bhfs   which  our  hearts  aim  at  is  not 
4<  attainable,  we  ought  not  to  rcfufe  con- 
F  5  "  fideration 
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fideration  to  motives  lefs  exquifite  in 
their  influence.  I  put  Colonel  Spi- 
cer  out  of  the  queftion;  but,  fhould 
your  hand  be  folicited  by  one  pofieficd 
of  good  nature,  virtue,  and  an  indepen- 
dent fortune,  I  could  form  a  hope,  my 
Emily,  that  you  would  not  defpife  that 
plain  happinefs  which  refulcs  from  the 
difcharge  of  domeftic  duties.  You  re- 
member that  I  have  always  endea- 
voured to  imprefs  upon  you  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  moderating  expectation,  to 
look  forward  to  the  end  of  your  life, 
however  long  or  fhort  it  may  be,  and 
to  place  your  hope  of  happinefs  on  the 
rectitude  of  your  mind,  and  the  utility 
of  your  exiftence.  It  is  one  thing  to 
marry  a  man  who  does  not  merit  your 
love,  and  another  to  accept  of  one  who 
has  not  excited  admiration.  It  fre- 
quently happens,  that  by  intercourfe 
we  come  to  love  thole  who  at  firft  ap- 

"  pear 
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"  pear  not  fo  attractive  as  thofe  we  ad- 
"  mire  ;  and  not  rarely  diflike  the  ob- 
"jrftsof  our  readier  prepoffVfllons.  In 
"  the  choice  of  a  hufband  therefore,  my 
"  dear  Eii  ily,  if  the  heart  of  a  young 
"  \voman  be  difengaged,  I  think  fhe 
"  would  not  do  wrong  to  enter  upon  the 
"  marriage  (late  with  the  mild,  fober 
"  views  of  tranquil  hope,  domeftic  vir- 
«<  tue,  and  religious  faith.  I  fay,  my 
11  love,  that  it  would  perhaps  appear  in 
"  the  end  more  dcfirable  than  thofe 
c<  matches  which  are  formed  on  that  ex- 
"  cefiive  fenfibility  that  renders  two 
"  people  idols  in  the  eyes  of  each  other, 
"  abforbs  the  facukie.c,  and  chains  the 
•'  foul  with  pafiion.  What  think  you  ?" 
— ««  I  think,"  replied  Emily,  "  that  a 
'*  woman  who  had  no  prior  attachment 
"  would  be  happy  with  a  good  man,  and 
*'  would  foon  love  him  as  her  hufband  j 
*'  yet  it  would  certainly  be  better  if  fhe 
p  6  '» fck 
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"  felt  a  preference  for  him  before  (lie 
tc  married  j  and  fhe  mud  by  no  means 
"  have  the  fiightcft  prior  attachment. 

"  But  to  marry  Col.  Spicer " — "  I 

"  have  told  you,  ray  dear  girl,  that  he 
"  is  out  of  the  queftion — but  tell  me, 
ec  have  you  perceived  no  particular  figns 
<f  of  regard  in  any  other  perfon  anfwer- 
'*  ingthe  object  of  my  remarks?" — "  No, 
"  indeed,  Papa.  Do  you  fuppofe  there 
"  is  any  fuch  perfon  f ' — "  I  do,  Emily." 
— -"  Indeed  !  Then  you  are  miftaken."' 
— ct  Among  the  young  men  whom  you 
"  occafionally  fee  here,  and  at  other 
"  houfes,  there  is  certainly  one  more 
"  than  commonly  partial  to  you." — 
"  You  can't  mean  Mr.  Rowley,  Papa  ?" 
— "  You  guefs  well  at  lead,  my  love." 
— "  Dear  me  !  with  all  his  goodnefs  of 
<c  heart  and  friendly  difpofition,  I  dare 
"  fay  he  no  more  thinks  of  me  as  a  wife 
"  than  Arthur' does  of .  Mifs  Spicer."— 

.    "  Should 
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'*  Shouldyoube  miftaken,  Emily  j  fiiould 
"  he  have  formed  an  attachment  for  you 

"  Emily  turned  palt —  "  could  you 

"  with  pleafure  receive  his  iddrcfles?" — 
"  I  have  no  thought  of  marriage  at  al! — 
"  J  prefer  a  fingle  life — I  never  can  bi 
"  fo  happy  as  with  you  and  Mamma — " 
— "  Rowley,  my  love,  is  independent  in 
<•  his  circumstances,  and  a  good  young 
"  man — he  lives  near  us — I  know  it  is 
"  only  his  diffidence  that  retrains  him 
"  from  declaring  his  affection  to  you— 
«*  in  fliort,  Emily,  he  told  me  fo."  Poor 
Emily  was  ready  to  fink.  "  I  like  Mr. 
"  Rowley  very  much,  but  I  feel  no  pre- 
4<  fcrence  for  him." — <c  Have  you  any 
"  objection  to  him  ?" — "  Only  that  I 
*'  have  no  preference  for  him  : — yes, 
"  another— he  has  fortune,  and  you,  my 
"  dear  Papa,  have  it  not  in  your  power 
"  to  give  me  a  portion." — "  A  man  of 
"  liberal  mind,  fuch  as  Rowley,  will  look 

"for 
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"  for  my  Emily's  portion  in  her  foul: 
"  the  objection  would  otherwife  be  un- 
"  anfwerable.  But  I  will  urge  you  no 
"  farther  now — take  a  little  time  to  think 
t(  of  it — the  decifion  mull  be  entirely 
"  your  own— if  ic  require  perfuafion 
"  from  me  there  is  an  end  to  it.  I 
"  (hall  never  think  of  inluring  you  a 
"  fupport  at  the  expence  of  your  peace 
"  of  mind.  I  will  not  at  piefent  let 
"  Rowley  know  that  I  have  fpoken  to 
*«  you  on  the  fob] eft  ;  but  as  for  Col. 
"  Spicer,  I  will  immediately  fend  him 
<f  our  conclufive  thanks.  You  muft, 
"  however,  treat  him  with  great  civility 
*c  wherever  you  meet." — "  Certainly, 
«'  but  he  is  a  very  difagreeable  creature, 
*f  and  always  looksimpudently."  Aubrey 
obferved,  that  he  v/ould  probably  now  be 
Jefs  at  Mariton  than  ever »  and  Emily 
moft  devoutly  prayed  it  might  be  To. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    XLII. 

A  Srealfajl  at  Spicer-Hall.  Another  on  the  fame 
Day  at  the  Parfonage.  Emily's  fuccefsful  Study 
of  Self-command.  She  argues  with  herfelf  in 
Favour  of  Mr.  Roiuley.  Refult  of  her  Ar- 
gument. Setifttive  appears  in  a  new  Light. 

PRIDE,  from  whatever  flock  it  (hoot, 
from  wealth  or  birth,  from  arrogated 
confequence,  or  puffcd-up  vanity,  never 
makes  allowance  for  the  feelings  of 
others;  but  fwells  with  rage  and  refent- 
ment  at  the  flighteft  crofting  of  its  own. 
The  whole  Spicer  family  knew  the 
Colonel's  intention  to  offer  himfelf  to 
Emily  j  they  were  well  founded  in  the 
arithmetic  of  a  plum,  acquainted  with  its 
procefs  in  the  fcicncc  of  fociety,  and 

penetrated 
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penetrated  with  its  buoyant  principle : 
they  had  learned  that  Aubrey,  though  a 
man  of  family,  had  become  dependent; 
and  that  his  daughters  had  little  or  no  ex- 
pe£biti'>ns :  they  took  ic  for  granted  that 
young  women,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  were 
ready  to  catch  at  the  firft  common  offer; 
and  it  never  entered  their  heads  that  the 
all-arcomplifhcd  Bob  could  pofilbly  be 
rejected.  The  Colonel,  being  the  hopes 
of  the  family,  had  no  wifh  which  father 
and  mother,  brother  and  fifter  did  not 
combine  to  gratify. 

When  he  firft  made  known  his  ferious' 
intentions  reflecting  Emily,  Eudoxia- 
thought  he  might  have  chofen  better; 
but  fhe  foon  faw  that  her  brother  was 
fwayed  by  fomething  more  powerful  than 
her  opinion,  and  fhe  joined  with  the  reftr 
of  her  family  in  fanning  his  flame.  Old 
Spicer  had  not  only  purchafed  his  rank 
in  the  army,  but  given  him  a  great  allow-* 
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ance,  and  propofed,  whenever  he  fet- 
tled, to  make  over  to  him  one  of  the 
eftates  he  had  purchafed  in  the'country  ; 
fo  that  not  only  the  man  was  thought 
irrefiftible,  but  his  profpe&s  molt  tempt- 
ing. When  therefore  next  morning  at 
breakfaft  a  letter  from  Aubrey  was  an- 
nounced, Mifs  Eudoxia  became  playful, 
and  ftarting  up  fnatched  it  from  the  foot- 
man. The  Colonel  kept  his  feat  with 
all  the  fangfroid  of  cercainty,  while  his 
fitter  held  the  letter  towards  him  juft  out 
of  his  reach.  A  fmile  of  conceit  and 
confequence  fpread  from  Mr.  Spiccr 
through  the  whole  family  to  Billy,  and 
was  reflcflcd  by  the  mufcles  of  G-;fling. 
The  Colonel's  had  a  mixture  of  nondu- 
knce,  fupported  by  regular  oi'  ilhtiuns 
of  ihe  head  from  (bowlder  to  fhouLIcr  j 
and  Eudoxia's  had  a  degree  of  her  o.>. n 
dear  brother's  archncfs  as  me  waved  che 
letter  before  him. 

«'  Well 
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"  Well  Bob  j"  faid  Mr.  Spiccr,  "  I 
"  wifh  you  happy  with  her,  though  I 
"  (hail  always  think  you  moughc  have 
"  done  better  in  the  way  of  fortune."-— 
«  Never  mind  that,  Mr.  Spicer,"  faid 
Mrs.  Spicer-—  "  you  and  fuch  as  you 
"  are  fit  to  make  fortunes  i  but  Bob  and 
"  Mifs  Aubrey  are  born  and  educated  to 
"  enjoy  them :  fhc  is  a  very  clever 
"girl."  — "  And  pray,"  faid  Spicer, 
"  which  were  you  ?  fit  to  make,  or  born 
"  and  educated  to  enjoy  a  fortune  ?"-— 
"  That  brutifh  fpeech  fhan't  prevent  my 
"enjoying  Bob's  felicity,"  faid  Mrs. 
Spictr,  looking  emphatically  at  Gofling. 
<c  Read,  read,  my  charming  Mils  Spicer," 
faid  Gjfling.  "  What  !  open  Bab's 
"  letter  of  Jove,  and  lirc,  and  joy,  and— 
tc  Shall  1  Bob?'  pretending  to  break 
the  feal — "  She  certainly  is  handlomer 
"  than  I  thought  fhe  was — I  fay,  (hall 
«  I  ?"_«  Do,  Eucloxia,"  replied  he, 

grinning  i 
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«  you  read  well."—"  Oh  ! 
"I'll  mind  my  ftops  and  emphafes:" 
faying  which,  (he  opened  the  letter  and 
began  to  read  :  •«  Dear  Colonel  /"— 
"  Eudoxia  !"  faid  Mr.  Spicer,  inter- 
rupting her,  "  always  begin  a  letter  by 
"  reading  the  name  at  the  bottom  of  it* 
"  then  go  to  the  date,  whether  that's  at 
<c  top  or  bottom."—"  Lord,  Mr.  Spi- 
"  cer,"  cried  Mrs.  Spicer,  "  hold  your 
"  tongue,  if  you  can't  fay  any  thing  to 
"the  puqiofc.:  Go  on,  Eudoxia."— 
"  Dear  Cvfae&r "— "  Who  is  the  letter 
"  from  ?"  faid  Mr.  Spicer.  "  It  is 
tl  figned,  William  Aubrey >  Sir  ;"  replied 
Eudoxia.  «*  To  be  fure — "  faid  Mrs. 
Spicer —  "  do  you  think  that  Mifs  Au- 
<f  brey  would  begin,  Dear  Colonel?" — 
<f  No,  but  her  brother  mought." — 
"  Mought  !"  cried  Mrs.  Spicer —  "  he 
"  mouyht,  mought  he,  in  Gloufter- 
"  (hire  ?"— "  I'll  not  bear  this,  Mrs. 

"  Spice  r," 
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"  Spicer,"  faid  her  hufband  :  «  I'll— " 
— "  Pray,  Sir,  hear  the  letter." — «  I 

"  will,  Bob,  buf read  Eudoxia." — 

"  Dear  Colonel !  Tour  good  opinion  of  my 
"  daughter,  and  the  honour  you  do  us 
"  allt  in  propofing  an  alliance,  you  cannot 
"  but  beJenfiUe  are  highly  flattering— ~—'* 
— *c  How  well  expreffed  that  fentencc 
**  is!"  faid  Mrs.  Spicer,  looking  em- 
phatically at  Gofling,  who  fmiled  his 
fympathy,  and  gently  no.dded  his  re- 
ply.— Eudoxia  continued:. •**•>.  ff  my  accept 

"  my  thanks "— "TJnW&fome  gra- 

ct  titude  in  that,"  faid  Mr,  Spicer.  Eu- 
doxia went  on — "  Tour  fortune,  your 
"  rank  ;  indeed  in  every  rejpeft  you  know 

"  yourfelf  to  be  unexceptionable. " — 

"  I  always  liked  Aubrey,"  faid  the  Colo- 
nel :  *'  1  fhall  certainly  treat  him  through 
"  life  with  the  refpeft  due  to  a  father." — 
Eudoxia  read  on — "  Mij's  Aubrey  feels  as 

«'  Jhe  ought  on  this  occtfcn> " — "  Oh, 

"  the 
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*{  the  lovely  gir! !  exclaimed  the  Colonel, 
in  extacy,— "  4td, jfieperior,"  continued 
Eudoxia,  reading,  "  to  tb?  petty  delight  of 
t(  trifling  with  the  admiration  of  any  man, 
"  /fie  has  requefted  me  unequivocally  to  de- 
«  dare  to  you  tbat—" — «  What's  this?" 
cried  MiiVS^icer,  reddening — ««  That—" 
— "  I  can't  believe  my  eye?,"  — "  That 
"  Jhe  declines  your  addrejfes" 

The  faces  of  the  Spiccr-group  under- 
went a  very  fudden  alteration  :  the  fmile 
of  conceit  and  confequence  fled,  and 
made  way  for  frowns,  rage,  and  all  the 
marks  of  mortified  pride  and  dilappoint- 
ment.  The  Colonel  thought  his  filler 
had  jokingly  put  her  own  words  for 
Aubrey's,  and  defired  her  not  to  jeft.. 
«  Jeft  !"  cried  Eudoxia :  "  I  (hall  burft 
"  — An  Aubrey  rcfule  a  Spiccr !  A  beg- 
"  gar  rcfufe  a  coach !"—« Is  it  pofTiblc  ?" . 
cried  Mr.  Suar:  tc  The  daughter  of 
"  the  curate  of  Muriton  rcfufe  my  fan ! 

"  You 
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fc  You  deferve  it,  Bob,  for  thinking  of  a 
"  paltry  baby  not  worth  a  (hilling — but 
"  let  her  go — let  her  rot  on  a  dunghill." 
— •"  Always  vulgar,  or  it  would  not  be 
"  you,  Mr.  Spicer/'  cried  Mrs.  Spicer, 
ct  yet  I  could  almoft  fwear  myfelf  to 
"  think  of  this  weak,  ignorant,  foolifii 
cc  minx."  Coding  agreed  with  the  lady 
in  a  foleir.n,  fympathetic  look  and  fhrug. 
<f  And  for  her  father,"  continued  (he, 
*f  to  confent  to  her  expofing  herfelf,  and 
cc  to  write  fuch  nonfenfe  !"  Aubrey's 
letter  concluded  with  a  few  foftening  ex- 
prefilons,  which  the  Spicers  had  no 
patience  to  read  ;  but  continued  venting 
their  fury  in  the  moft  abufive  terms,  and 
vowing  vengeance  againft  the  whole 
generation  of  vipers.  Mrs.  Spicer  or- 
dered her  coach,  that  fhe  might  imme- 
diately go  and  expofe  them  to  .all  her 
friends,  and  infift  upon  their  giving  them 
up.  Mifs  Spicer  determined  to  find  a 

way 
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way  of  (bowing  them  the  difference. 
Mr.  Spicer  fwore,  rolled  his  eyes,  and 
went  about  his  bufinefs  at  the  Qjarter- 
Seflions  at  Loughborough.  Billy  be- 
thought himfclf  of  taking  a  cool  practice 
on  his  tenor-fiddle ;  and  Mr.  Coding 
fympathifed  in  Mrs.  Spicer's  vifits.  The 
Colonel  himfelf  was  the  moft  collected 
under  this  unheard-of,  defpcrate  affront. 
Whatever  might  be  the  motive  of  it,  he 
had  not  the  flighted  fufpicion  of  its  arif- 
ing  from  a  defect  of  attractions  j  and  he 
promifcd  himfelf  in  the  courfc  of  time  a 
very  pleafant  revenge,  both  upon  the  girl 
and  the  parfon. 

In  a  very  different  manner  was  the 
morning  fpent  at  the  parfonage.  Au- 
brey's undemanding  juftificd  Emily's  re- 
fufal  of  the  Colonel ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  thought  it  a  fubjeti  on  which 
the  greateft  delicacy  was  to  be  obferved. 
It  was  mentioned  at  breakfaft  before 

Senfuivej 
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Senfitive ;  for  he  was  confidered  a  bofom 
friend  ;  and  it  was  determined  that  it 
fhould  not  be  breathed  abroad  to  a  fingle 
creature,  that  not  the  lead  notice  fhould 
be  r^krn  of  it  at  the  Spicers,  and  that 
the  Colonel  fhould  be  received  with 
greater  hofpitality  than  he  had  ever  been, 
that  he  might  be  the  lefs  fenfible  of  his 
difappointment.  Before  breakfaft  was 
over,  Aubrey  received  a  packet  of  letters 
from  Arthur  and  Edmund,  which,  while 
they  excited  aftonifhment,  diffipated  all 
his  fears  for  the  former,  and  reftored 
to  him  that  perfect  complacency  of  foul 
which  had  been  difturbed  by  the  account 
given  him  by  Dr.  Murray  of  his  inter- 
conrfe  with  Lady  Sudfey.  Edmund  faid 
nothing  in  his  letter  of  their  adventure  at 
Grant's  cottage ;  but,  generally,  that 
from  circumftances  which  had  happened 
on  their  journey,  his  friend  had  been  fo 
convinced  of  the  worthlefTnefs  of  the  per- 
6  fon 
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fon   who   had  enthralled   him ;  that  he 
had  voluntarily  rejoiced  in  the  opportu- 
nity of  giving  her  up;  and  that  it  had  not 
been  necefiary  for  him  to  ulc  Aubrey's 
knowledge  of  his  Ton's  fccrer,  as  a  fpur 
to  an  effort  of  virtue  ;  for  that   he  had 
himfclf^  unbiafcd,  refolved  upon  all  his 
father  wimed.     "  When  at  laft  I   told 
"  him,"  faid  Edmund,    "  that  his  fccrec 
"  was  known  to  you,  an  1  that  you  had 
"  commifTioned   me  to  fptak  to  him  on 
"  the  fubject,  he  exprtficd  his  fhame  ia 
"the   mod  amiable    manner;    and   re- 
"  proached   himfelf  for  his  conduft  to 
"  you  in  fuch  terms  as  increafcd  my  love 
<e  and   admiration    of  him."     Edmund 
dwelled  on  the  praife  of  Arthur,  and  de- 
clared him  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  one  of 
the  nobleft  of  men  ;  a  friend  of  whom  he 
fhould  ever  be  proud,  and  for  whom  he 
would  iacrificc  life   itfclf.     The  warm 
effufions  of  his  pen  delighted  the  whole 
VOL.  iv.  G  circle  i 
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circle;  Emily  not  the  leaft.  Edmund 
likewife  gave  a  fhort  account  of  his  ad- 
venture with  Lord  Sudley;  and  expreffed 
the  pleafure  the  arrival  of  his  friend  had 
fpread  through  Edenbower.  Arthur's 
letter  to  his  father  was  couched  in  the 
warmed  terms  of  gratitude  and  affection: 
he  confefled  his  error  in  the  mod  in- 
genuous manner,  without  calling  much 
blame  on  Lady  Sudley ;  and  was  not  be- 
hind hand  with  Edmund  in  eulogy.  He 
extolled  his  friend's  courage  and  mag- 
nanimity, in  the  adventure  with  Lord 
Sudley  j  and  gave  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  it  than  Edmund  himfelf  had 
done.  Befides  his  letter  to  Aubrey, 
Arthur  had  written  to  his  mother,  to 
his  fitters,  to  Arthur- William.  Fond  of 
his  family,  he  had  always  fomething  par- 
ticular to  fay  to  each.  In  that  to  Emily, 
he  painted  but  too  warmly,  however 
juftly,  the  character  of  his  friend.  His 
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fifter,  intent  on  the  regulating  of  her 
emotions,  had,  ever  fince  her  conver- 
fation  with  her  mother,  refolved  to  con- 
fider  Edmund  as  her  brother  ;  but  fuch 
unbounded  praife,  and  fuch  a  defcription 
as  Arthur's  of  his  refcuing  Lord  Sudley 
from  the  hands  of  the  villains,  were 
adapted  to  (hake  her  plan.  She  wasfen- 
fible  of  a  too  lively  impreffion;  and  (he 
redoubled  her  efforts  to  oppofe  it.  In 
thefc  fhe  was  afiifted  by  her  mother,  who 
frequently  converfed  with  her  on  her 
own  (late  when,  at  the  death  of  her  fa- 
ther, (he  and  Mrs.  Melvil  retired  to 
the  Cambridge  (hire  Cottage  ;  where  (he 
devoted  her  time  to  the  improvement  of 
her  mind,  looking  forward  beyond  this 
world,  in  which  happinefs  is  fo  uncer- 
tain, except  as  it  refults  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  endeavouring  to  pleafe  that 
Being  who  has  thought  proper  to  place 
us  here.  Emily  reaped  great  advan- 
c  2  tage 


j*4  AUBR'EY. 

tage  from  the  confideration  of  her  mo- 
trier's  trials  j  and-  was  in  a  fliort  time  fo 
much  miftrefs  of  the  pafTions  and  emo- 
tions of  the  .mind,  that  fiie  could  rely 
upon  her  ftrength  in  making  them  yield 
obedience  to  reafon. 

While  this  amiable  girl  was  thus  per- 
fecting herfelf  in  the  practice  of  felf- 
command,  her  refufal  of  Colonel  Spicer 
became  the  fubject:  of  converfation  in 
every  company :  moft  people  were  fur- 
prifed  that  Aubrey  mould  fuffcr  a  daugh- 
ter to  be  guilty  of  fuch  folly  ;  and  fotr.e 
formed  a  ftrong  party  with  Mrs.  Spicer 
to  make  the  family  know  themfelves. 
Readinefs  of  inquiry  was  fuperfeded  by 
formality  of  falutation  j  to  this  fucceeded 
frowns ;  rude  laughter  was  next  in  ro- 
tation; and  at  length  the  very  church  was 
forfaken  by  the  party,  and  the  Divinity 
was  not  worshipped  becaufe  the  daughter 
of  the  Curate  had  declined  the  addrefles 

of 
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of  Colonel  Spicer.     Such  is  the  progrefe 
of  the  pafiions  in  fome  bofoms. 

When  it  was  fully  afcertained  that 
Emily's  heart  was  untouched  by  the  gay 
and  gallant  Colonel,  a  man  far  more  de- 
fcrving  of  her,  one  whom  me  highly  re- 
fpectcd,  Rowley,  the  good,  the  gentle 
Rowley,  fummoned  greater  courage, 
dared  to  hope,  and  even  to  mow  his 
hope  by  afiiduities  from  which  he  had 
hitherto  abftaincd.  Emily,  convinced 
that  her  acceptance  of  him  would  pleafe 
her  father,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  her- 
felf  to  act  on  that  principle.  She  re- 
volved his  argument?,  recollected  that 
fhe  had  aflcntcd  to  the  doctrine  of  love 
after  marriage,  and  confirmed  herfelf  in 
it:  but  when  me  feverely  examined  her 
hearr,  fhe  found,  that  though  (lie  could 
command  the  pafiions  which  iifiailed  ir, 
fhe  had  not  the  heart  itfclf  to  beftow. 
She  coulJ  banifh  the  thought  of  Edir.uad 
03  a* 


i*5  AUBREY. 

as  ahufband;  but  to  him,  and  only  to 
him  could  fhe  ever  yield  the  love  of  a 
wife.  Had  fhe  never  feen  him  me 
would  have  married  Mr.  Rowley;  bur, 
confcious  of  the  preference  he  poflcfied 
in  her  bofom,  to  give  her  hand  to  Row- 
ley would  be  a  crime.  She  refolved  to 
live  a  fingle  life,  and  generoufly  to  put  an 
end  to  fufpenfe  without  delay  in  the 
mind  of  fo  worthy  a  young  man  j  flic 
therefore  begged  Aubrey  not  to  poft- 
pone  afluring  him  of  her  efteem,  and  of 
her  inability  to  direct  her  heart  according 
to  his  wifhes.  Aubrey  fecretly  lamented 
her  decifion,  but  attempted  not  to  bias 
it  either  by  word  or  look.  He  well 
knew  that  love  was  never  the  refult  of 
ad  vice  j  he  was  fatisfied  with  having 
formed  his  child's  heart  to  virtue,  and 
•with  fteering  it  away  from  danger  j  but 
to  urge  her  to  a  marriage  not  freely 
chofen,  or  even  to  induce  her  to  it  by 

her 
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her  affe&ion  for  himfclf",  far  from  con- 
ceiving it  co  be  the  part  of  a  parent,  he 
accounted  to  be  morally  a  parricide. 
He  foftened  the  anfwer  to  Rowley  with, 
aflfurances  of  his  efteem  and  affcclion  ; 
and  Rowley  proved  himfclf  worthy  of 
thofe  afTurances,  by  refolving  to  conquer 
his  pafiion,  fo  that  he  might  not  relin- 
qu'tfh  the  enjoyment  of  the  friendship 
and  fociecy  of  the  family.  He  had,  how- 
ever too  much  fenfibility  to  render  this 
an  cafy  tafk ;  and  when  he  received  the 
mefTage,  he  bade  Aubrey  farewell  for  two 
years,  whuh  he  determined  to  fpend  ir> 
vifiting  foreign  countries.  Aubrey  ap- 
plauded and  blcfled  him. 

While  Emily  was  thus  captivating  and, 
refufing  lovers,  the  little  god  was  flily 
and  filcmly  folding  a  net  round  a  heart 
for  her  fitter.  Arthurina  had  hitherto 
been  accounted  too  much  a  child  to  en- 
gage the  attentions  of  admirers,  chough 
c  4  her 
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her  fprightlincfs  made  her  the  delight 
ef  all  who  knew  her.  Reared  with  the 
fame  principles  as  her  fitter,  there  was 
no  difference  between  them  in  the  folid 
foundations  of  character;  .but  in  the 
lighter  fuperftructure  nature  had  varied 
their,  formation,  both  as  to  face  and 
imagination.  Arthurina,  with  her  dark 
eyes  and  volatile  nerves,  had  more  of  the 
comic  in  her  than  Emily  j  and  the  had  a 
vein  of  mirr.ickry  which  Aubrey  had 
found  feme  difficulty  in  retraining.  The 
acutenefs  of  her  eye,  which  fo  readily  led 
her  to  mark  and  reprefent  the  manners 
of  people,  found  its  way  to  her  pencil : 
fhe  made  accurate  (ketches  from  nature, 
and  took  ftriking  likenefles.  In  improv- 
ing this  genius,  Senfitive  unwarily  be- 
came alive  to  the  charms  of  his  fcholar. 
She  entertained  him  with  her  vivacity} 
and  now  and  then  ventured,  even  before 
Aubrey,  to  take  off  the  oddities  of  fome 
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of  their  acquaintance.  She  one  day  told 
Stnfitive  a  ftory  with  grimace,  action, 
and  tone  fo  exactly  fuited  to  the  charac- 
ters, that  (he  kept  him  in  a  continual 
Jaughter,  a  thing  very  unufual  with 
Charles,  till  Hie  drew  him  in  that  flare, 
while  he,  fitting  oppofite,  fuppofed  he? 
on  a  different  work.  Another  time  fhe 
told  him  a  fad  ftory,  with  a  very  melan- 
choly face,  in  which  the  lines  of  his 
countenance  fympathifing,  (he  took  him 
in  a  doleful  air.  Senfitive  became  daily 
more  and  more  charmed ;  and,  as  the 
time  approached  when  he  purpofed  leav- 
ing Mariton,  he  difcovercd  that  Arthu- 
rina  had  tied  him  by  the  heart.  He  made 
one  or  two  feeble  efforts  to  difengage  it : 
he  confidered  her  in  the  light  of  a  child,, 
to  whom  it  would  be  improper  to  talk  of 
love  :  and  he  compared  their  ages  j  he 
was  four  and  twenty,  (he  but  fifteen. 
Thefe  confiderations  were  very  trivial 
o  5  ones 
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ones  indeed  to  oppofe  to  the  power  of 
whofe  influence  he  was  fenfible.     At  fif- 
teen, a  girl  is  in  her  fixteenth  year  j  and 
a  very  fhort  time  foon  removes  the  im- 
propriety of  talking  of  love  :  and  as  to 
the  difference  of  nine   years,  it  would 
never  be  more  were  they  to  live  a  cen- 
tury :  the  fteming  difparity  was  therefore 
entirely  owing  to  the  early  ftage  of  her 
life  ;  at  twenty-five  and  thirty-four  there 
would  be  no  difparity  at  all.     Love  foon 
fettled  thefc  points  in  Senfitive's  mind, 
but  did  not  impel  him  to  aft  irrationally. 
He  ft  ill  refolved  to  fay  nothing  of  his 
paffion  to  Arthurina  for  fome  time  to- 
come,  but  to  declare  himfelf  to  Aubrey  j 
and,  if  he  met  his  approbation,  to  return 
to  Mariton,  and  be  affiduous  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  little  painter.     In  con- 
fequence  of  this  refolution,  he  took  arr 
opportunity,  when  walking  alone  with 
Aubrey,  to  open  his  mind  to  him.  "  My 
14  "  dear 
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"  dear  friend,"  faid  he,  "  I  find  I  have 
"  been  dangeroufly  occupied  at  Mariton. 
"  I  have  efcaped  a,l  the  active  flirta- 
"  tions  of  beauty  elfewhere,  to  be  imper- 
"  ceptibly  worked  out  of  my  heart  here 
"  by  a  child.     Yes,  Aubrey,   I  feel  for 
"  that  little  girl  of  your's  what  I  never 
"  felt  before  for  any  woman  ; — a  defire 
«c  to  unite  our  fate  for  life."     Aubrey 
Trailed.     "  She  is/'  faid  he,  a  very  en- 
"  gag'lng  and  amiable   child,   my   dear 
"  Charles,  and  in.  time  will  have  all  the 
"  qualities  neceffary  for  a  good  wife,  if 
"  we  don't  turn  her  head  by  giving  her 
"  too  foon  the  Thoughts  of  a  huiband  " 
— "  And  yet,"  replied  Senfuive,  •«  with 
"  all   her  vivacity,  (he  has  more  judg- 
'*  ment  and  forethought  than  many  wo- 
"  men  twice  her  age.     May  I,  Aubrey, 
•'  indulge  the  thought,   and   endeavour 
"  gradually  to  win  her  afFcdions  ?    My 
**  fortune,   you  know,  is  competent   to 
*'  the  comforts  of  life  j    and,  fhould  I 
G  6  w  be 
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"  be  fortunate  enough  to  gain  her  hearr, 
"  I  truft  there  would  be  no  fear  of  her 
"  happinefs."  Aubrey  had  not  forgot- 
ten Mr.  Cowper's  account  of  Senfitive's 
fituation  in  refpeft  to  the  fccurities  to 
•which  he  had  given  his  name ;  and  he  had, 
ever  fincc  that  account,  confidered  him 
rather  as  a  poor  than  a  rich  man  ;  buc 
he  imagined  that  he  would  fave  ibme 
portion  of  his  property  j  and  Aubrey 
vas  not  a  man  to  be  looking  out  for 
rich  hufbands  for  his  daughters,  whom 
he  had  taught  to  diftinguilh  what  was 
efiimablc  in  men,  independent  of  the 
idea  of  marriage,,  in  which  however  he 
invariably  inculcated  competence,  as  an 
indifpenfable  rcquifite.  He  was  de- 
lighttd  with  his  friend's  propofal,  and 
contented  to  it  with  a  rapture  hardly 
inferior  to  that  of  Senfitive,  on  having 
his  hope  encouraged  by  the  father  of  his 
liulc  conquering  arttft. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XLIII. 

Mdford.     Arthur  no  Flint.     Open;  bis  Heart 
to  Edmund^  and  leavet  Edenboiutr.      Sufpicion 
as  to  the  twi  Men  w/5»  alt  /eked   Lord  Sud/ey» 
Arthur   arrives  <>t   Afar  it  on.      Converf  tion 
with  Aubrey.     Time  helped forw .rd.     De^th 
of  the  Reftar  of  Marit  on. 

TIME  ambled  both  atMariton  and  Mel- 
ford;  and  at  the  latter  place  Love  was  no 
lefs  bufy  than  at  the  former.  Mr.  Cow- 
pcr,  by  prudent  management,  had  gra- 
dually augmented  his  little  tftatc  ;  the 
chief  of  which  confided  of  rich  pafture 
lands,  whence  his  cows  were  enabled  to 
fupply  the  dairy  of  Edenbower  with  that 
produce  which  not  only  contributed  a 
comfortable  fupport  to  the  affectionate 

family 
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family  he  had  adopted,  but  annually 
added  fomething  to  a  (lore  devoted  to 
give  in  time  an  independence  to  Ed- 
mund and  his  fifter.  A  part  of  the  land 
Mr.  Cowper  had  turned  to  the  ufes  of 
tillage  j  but  this  was  little  more  than 
enough  to  fupply  himfelf  with  his  own 
grain.  The  harveft  of  thefe  few  fields 
was  begun  on  Edmund's  return  with 
Arthur  to  Melford ;  and  it  being  like- 
wife  the  cafe  in  many  other  fpots  tnrough- 
out  the  beautiful  vak  of  Melford,  the 
whole  country  feemcd  alive.  The 
friends,  accompanied  by  Mr,  Cowper, 
Mrs.  Smyth,  and  Harriet,  were  conftantly 
in  the  fields.  Arthur  and  Edmund  af- 
fifted  in  binding  up  the  (heaves  of  corn, 
in  placing  them  in  parcels,  in  carting 
them,  and  in  raifing  the  mows  :  the  for- 
mer daily  inhaled  copious  draughts  of 
new  health,  and,  before  he  had  been  a 

week 


AUBREY.  135 

week  at  Melford,  was  as  well  as  he  had 
ever  been  in  his  life. 

Prepared  by  Mr.  Cowper's  account  to 
admire  Melford,  Arthur  was  in  no  de- 
gree difappoimed  :  the  country,  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  villagers,  all  anfwered  his 
defcription  of  them,  though  many  years 
had  flowed  into  the  ocean  of  eternity 
fmce  Melford  was  the  fcene  of  the  events 
he  had  related.  Old  Cowfc),  and  the 
venerable  Grey,  who  officiated  at  the  in- 
terment of  the  remains  of  the  once  lovely 
Fanny  Rofs,  were  no  longer  enliveners  of 
the  ruilic  meetings,,  and  prefervers  of  vil- 
lage innocence  and  piety  :  they  had  long 
fince  played  their  part,  and  left  their  aged 
limbs  to  reft  in  earth.  But  another  vene- 
rable Grey,  the  nephew  of  the  former, 
filled  the  pulpit  of  Melford,  and  guarded 
the  tranfmitted  fpirit  of  the  rifing  gene- 
ration :  and  another  worthy  Cowfel  ex- 
ifted  in  Dick,  who  was  father  of  a  large 
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family;  and  who,  feconded  by  his  wife, 
encreafcd  the  little  patrimony  to  which 
he  had  fucceeded.  Sufan,  once  the  com- 
panion of  Fanny  Rofs,  had  alfo  long 
been  happily  fettled  with  her  hufband> 
and  had  children  grown  up.  The  neigh- 
bourhood had  been  encreafed  by  the 
refidence  of  feveral  families  of  middling 
fortunes,  and  altogether  Melford  was 
confiderably  improved  fince  thofe  days, 
when  Mr.  Cowper  transformed  Mrs. 
Rofs's  cot  into  Edenbower. 

"  Arthur  and  Edmund  were  delighted  to 
ramble  here  as  they  had  done  at  Mariton, 
and  when  they  left  the  harveft  fields  they 
extended  their  excurfions  in  every  direc- 
tion j  to  Briftol,  to  Gloceftcr,  and  fome- 
times,croffing  the  Severn,  to  the  Cambri- 
an hills,  to  indulge  in  the  romantic  pro- 
fpecls  they  afforded.  The  fwect  glow  of 
friendfhip  accompanied  them  wherever 
they  went,  and  was  heightened  by  con- 
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x'erfations  on  that  bewitching  fubjeft  to 
which  their  eftablifhed  confidence  had 
given  full  fcope.  No  wonder  that  it  foon 
became  of  mutual  importance,  when  Ar- 
thur, almoft  fafcinated  by  the  charms  of 
a  picture,  found  in  his  friend's  fitter  thofe 
charms  realized,  and  animated  by  a  foul 
and  intellect  formed  to  fccure  that  lading 
happinefs  which  can  alone  refulc  from 
the  union  of  health  of  mind  an.l  body. 
Harriet  was  a  lovely  girl,  tall  and  well 
fhaped,  wich  an  exprefTive  countenance, 
good  fenfe,  and  mufical  talents:  a  com- 
bination that  convinced  Arthur  that  his 
heart  was  not  of  the  flinty  nature  he  had 
accidentally  heard  it  defcribed  to  be;  ic 
was  as  tender  as  his  friend's,  when  the 
objcc"l  of  tendcrnefs  unit?,!  worth  and 
beauty.  Arthur,  however,  foun  I  no  en- 
couragement from  Cowp.  r,  H  :rr;ct,  or 
her  mother:  while  kindnth  aiiJ  affedion 
were  fully  manifefted,  every  drgrce  of 

pafiion 
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paffion  wasdifcountenanced  and  carefully 
guarded  againft.  Harriet  was  never 
alone  with  Arthur,  and  her  uncle  both 
in  general  difcourfe  and  in  friendly  ad- 
monitions, feemingly  unpremeditated, 
perfuaded  his  young  friend  to  fhield  his 
heart  againft  the  fofter  emotions  of  the 
mind,  as  they  only  unfitted  a  man  who 
had  to  ftruggle  through  life  for  the  exer- 
tions he  would  find  it  neccflary  to  make. 
Arthur  therefore  had  no  refource  but  in 
confcfllng  to  Edmund,  and  talking  with 
him  of  their  fitters.  Reflexion  taught 
him  that  he  had  even  lefs  pretenfions 
than  his  friend  to  think  of  marriage  :  he 
had  fallen  from  fplendid  hopes  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  choofing  a  profeffion,  and  that 
profeflion  Was  yet  to  be  Itarntdj  Smyth 
deferted  at  his  birth  and  without  pro- 
fpe«5b,  as  he  grew  up,  was  daily  rifing  to 
independence.  If  Ecimund  therefore 
were  right  in  attempting  to  conquer  his 

love, 
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love,  how  much  more  was  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  fmother  his.  After  fpeak- 
ing  one  day  with  rapture  of  Harri-t,  he 
concluded  with  telling  Edmund,  that  he 
was  certain  the  warrmh  of  his  attachment 
would  not  be  pleafing  to  his  uncle,  and 
that  though  he  mould  continue  to  love 
her  as  long  as  he  lived,  he  would  never 
open  his  lips  upon  the  fubject  to  anyone 
of  the  family  but  Edmund  himfclf,unlefs 
circumftanccs  turned  out  fufficicntly  fa- 
vourable to  convince  him  that  a  propofal 
from  him  would  not  be  heard  with  pain. 
"  We  are  unfortunate  fellows,  my  dear 
"  Arthur,"  faid  Edmund  ;  "  I  plainly 
(t  fee  that  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
"  feelings  of  cither  of  us  would  create 
<c  unhappinefs  to  our  deareft  friends  j  let 
"  us  therefore  fupprefs,  or  at  lead  con- 
€t  ceal  tnem  for  the  prefent  from  all  but 
"  ourfelvcs.  When  you  return  to  Ma- 
w  riton,  talk  often  of  me  and  kindly  to 
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cc  Mifs  Aubrey  without  betraying  my 
"  pafllon  to  her.  I  on  my  part  will 
"  make  you  the  fubject  of  converfation 
"  with  Harriet,  and  (he  (hall  not  forget 
"  you.  Hereafter  fomething  may  occur 
c<  to  render  our  filence  unnecefTary,  and 
<c  we  (hall  be  doubly  rewarded  for  it."— 
"  This,  my  dear  Edmund,"  replied  Ar- 
thur, {<  is  a  noble  refolution:  I  will  follow 
"  your  example  as  far  as  I  am  able,  but 
"  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  fome  for- 
C{  tunare  though  unforefeen  circumftance 
<f  may  arife  from  opening  my  mind  to 
"  my  father,  and  it  is  very  probable  in 
*f  your  cafe.  As  for  mine,  he  loves  me 
<c  fo  well  that  I  am  fure  whatever  he  could 
*{  do  ro  make  me  happy  would  be  done, 
"  and  if  he  advifcs  me  to  relinquish  all 
"  hope  of  Mifs  Smvth  his  confidence 
*{  and  friend  (hip  will  be  a  great  lupport 
tc  to  my  heart."  Thus  did  thefc  inge- 
nuous young  men,  fafc  from  the  corrupt 
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examples  of  profligate  afibciates,  confole 
each  other  and  render  themfclves  worthy 
a  return  of  love,  by  relblving  to  fupprefs 
it  where  it  tended  to  involve  the  objecls 
of  it  in  diftrels.  To  conceal  it,  however, 
from  the  keen  eye  of  experience  was  not 
eafy,  Cowper  foon  detected  the  feeds  of 
a  pafiion   which   in  a  double  fenfe   had 
been  fo  fatal  to  his  own  repofc  :  he  point- 
ed them  out  to  his  fitter,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  necefiity  of  not  fuffcring  them 
to  take  root.     To   this  they  paid   the 
greateft  attention,  and  from  the  cheer- 
fulnefs    of  Arthur,  who    in    a  guiklefs 
attachment  ftlt  no  caufcs  of  melancholy, 
and  from  Edmund's  prudence,  they  flat- 
tered  themfclves  thatthey  were fuccefsful. 
Harriet  too,  whofe early  leflbns  had  been 
no  lefs  imprcflcd  than  Emily's,  difplayed 
an  affectionate  kindnefs  for  Arthur  with- 
out difcovering  to  him  any  mark  of  fuch 
an  attachment  as  might  fervc  to  keep 
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alive  a  flame  of  which  her  mother  and 
uncle  were  afraid. 

After  fpending  three  weeks  happily  at 
Melford,  Arthur  took    leave   of  Eden- 
bower,    delighted    with    the    time    he 
had  fpent  there,  and  pofifeffing  all  the 
love  and   efteem   he   deferved.      Mr. 
Cowper  and  Edmund  accompanied  him 
as  far  as  Glocefter.     At  Warwick  he 
vifited  his  friends,  and  heard  that  Lord 
Sudley  attributed  to  him  his  refcue  from 
the  aflaflins  who  attempted  his  life,  afc rib- 
ing  Edmund's  reference  for  his  name 
to  the  fteward  as  a  point  of  delicacy  on 
the  part  of  Arthur.     The  two  men  who 
attacked  him  had  not  been  difcovered, but 
were  fufpecled  to  be  the  father  and  bro- 
ther of  a  girl  who  having  been  induced 
by  bribery  the  year  before,  to  facrifice 
her  virtue  to  Lord  Sudley,  had  died  of 
ihame  and  grief.  Her  brother  had  come 
from  a  diftant  part  of  England,  to  fpend 
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a  little  time  with  his  friends,  had  dropped 
Tome  threatning  words,  and  the  very 
morning  of  the  attack,  he  fet  out  to  re- 
turn to  his  parifh,  accompanied  by  his 
father.  Arthur  himfelf  thought  this  very 
likely ;  and  in  talking  of  the  affair,  took 
pains  to  give  Edmund  all  the  praife  of 
the  brave  aftion  by  which  Lord  Sudley 
had  been  faved ;  neither  at  Warwick 
nor  Coventry,  did  he  hear  any  thing  of 
Lady  SuJley,  and  he  arrived  fafe  at  the 
Parfonage,  glowing  with  renovated  health 
and  family  affcdtion.  His  reception 
was  delightful  to  his  heart:  Aubrey  and 
his  mother  did  not  appear  to  knovv  that 
he  had  ever  fallen  into  error,  and  their 
joy  on  beholding  his  healthy  looks  and 
unclouded  countenance,  was  a  lively 
pledge  of  their  undiminifhed  love.  His 
fitters  and  Arthur  William  preficd  him 
in  their  arms,  and  Senfitive  (hook  him 
cordially  by  the  hand.  He  was  inform- 
ed 


1-44  AUBREY. 

ed  of  all  that  had  paflVd  at  Mariton  In 
his  abfence,  and  he  recounted  the  plea- 
fures  hd- had  enjoyed  at  Mel  ford,  fondly 
dwelling  on  the  virtues  of  his  friend  Ed- 
mund, and  on  the  lovclinefs  of  his  fifter. 
Senfirive's  (ketches  of  the  country,  and 
the  likentftes  he  had  taken  of  the  family 
gratified  him  highly,  and  he  was  himf£ff 
foon  added  to  the  group.  Charles  ftaid 
at  the  Parfonage  full  ten  days  after  his 
arrival,  made  him  his  friend,  and  de- 
clared to  him  his  intentions  refpecting 
Arthurina,  if  in  the  courfe  of  his  nexc 
vifit  he  hid  reafon  to  believe  (lie  would 
be  happy  with  him.  Arthur  was  made 
aware  of  the  alteration  that  had  taken 
place  among  fome  of  his  acquaintance, 
in  confequence  of  Emily's  declining 
Colonel  Spicer's  addrefles,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  he  perceived  it  him- 
fclfj  but  as  the  fupporters  of  the  Spicer 
animofity  were  not  the  me  ft  (cleft  of 

the 


AUBREY.  145 

the  inhabitants,  he  eafily  concurred  with 
the  reft  of  his  family  in  bearing  the  mor- 
tification ftoically.  The  Colonel  himfelf, 
holding  it  beneath  him  to  (hew  any  anger 
on  the  occasion,  had  fee  out  foon  after 
for  London,  leaving  his  mother  and  fifter 
to  frown  down  the  Aubreys,  but  unhap- 
pily for  thofe  two  accomplifhed  ladies, 
the  fad  effects  of  their  ire  were  felt  only 
at  Spicer-Hall.  At  the  parfonage,  new 
happinefs  poured  in  with  Arthur's  return 
in  perfect  health,  and  it  was  only  inter- 
rupted by  the  departure  of  the  amiable 
Charles  Senfnive,  who,  however,  pro- 
mifed  to  pay  Mariton  another  vifit  ere 
long. 

The  very  morning  that  he  left  them, 
Arthur  had  a  conversion  with  Aubrey, 
on  all  that  had  patted  in  his  mind  previ- 
ous to  his  ficknafs,  and  fincc  his  recovery 
His  father  expatiated  with  warmth  on 
the  nature  of  criminal  attachments  gene- 
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rally,  but  with  mildnefs  on  that  of  which 
he  had  repented.    When  Arthur  avowed 
his  attachment  to  Edmund's  fitter,  Au- 
brey, far  from  repreffing  it,  anxioufly 
allured  him  that  nothing  could  give  him 
greater  fatisfadlion  than  to  fee  them  uni- 
ted, at  the  fame  time,  he  applauded  his 
refolution  in  forbearing  to  fpeak  of  his 
feelings  toMifs  Smyth.    "Competence 
<f  you  know,  my  dear  Arthur,"  faid  he, 
"  is  indifpenfable  to  a  happy  marriage; 
"  but   whether  that    competence   arife 
"  from    patrimonial    fortune,  or  from 
<f  induftry,is  perhaps  of  little  importance. 
•"  The  far  greater  part  of  mankind  fup- 
"  port  their  families  by  the  latter.  With 
"  your  education  and  the  fentiments  you 
"  have  imbibed,  a  mode  of  living  becomes 
*<  neceffary,  which  alters  the  nature  of 
"  competence.     The  induftry  that  will 
<c  fupply  the  wants  of  animal  exiftence, 
"  will  not  afford  that  maintenance  to  th 
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c*  mind  which  no  gentleman  can  difpenfe 
<c  with  in  the  rearing  of  a  family,  and 
"  whofe  means    therefore    mud    reach 
t(  beyond  the  provifion  of  meat  t  fire  t  and 
"  clothes.     The  intellectual  necefiariesof 
"  life,  however,  fortunately  require  no 
"  great  extenfion  of  the  idea  of  compe- 
"  tence  j  all  that  is  requifite  to  inform 
<c  the  underftanding  and  refine  the  foul, 
<f  may  be  obtained  within  almoft  as  nar- 
"  row  acompafs  as  the  common  comforts 
<c  of  phyfical  exiftence ;  it  is  only   the 
<f  gratification  of  unlimited  pafiions  that 
Cl  demands  a  fund   of  wealth.     For  a 
"  fingle  man  much  lefs  is  required  than 
"for  a  family.      You    have    not   this 
"  competence,  Arthur}  neither  has  Mifs 
<f  Smyth,  and  yet  I  do  not  bid  you  refign 
"  all  hope  of  a  union  :   becaufe,  having 
"  youth  and  abilities  in  your  favour,  you 
tc  may,  by  fuccefs  in  a  profeflion,  attain 
"  a   fufficicnt   income   to   juftify   your 
n  2  <c  marriage  ; 
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"  marriage ;  but  this  is  all  the  encourage- 
"  ment  I  can  give  you,    Determine  foon 
"  on  fome  employment;  be  patient,  and 
"  refolveTiobly  not  to  entangle  the  ob- 
"je<5b  of  your  affection  in   a  fruitlefs 
"  paffion  j  be   filent  on  the   fubjed  to 
"  her,  till  you  are  certain  of  maintaining 
"  her  with  comfort."— "Oh,  Sir,"  faid 
Arthur,  te  you  are  fo  good,  fo  indulgent, 
*e  there  is  no  exertion  I  will  not  make 
«f  to  convince  you  of  its  being  the  firft 
"  defire  of  my  mind  to  be  worthy  of 
"  you:  but  it  is  a  long  time  to  look  for- 
"  ward   before  my  ability  to  maintain 
"  her  can   be  afcertafaed,   and   in    the 
"  mean  time  I  may  lofe  her." — "  It  is  a 
*c  hazard  you  mud-  run  to  be  worthy  of 
"  her,"  replied  Aubrey,   "  but  you  are 
<c  both  young,  and  your  minds  are  pro- 
"  bably  fo  congenial,  that  without  any 
"  formal  contract  you  need  not  defpair  of 
"  being  happy.     At  all  events,  it  is  ab- 
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*c  folutely  neceffary,that  you  fliould  bend 
"  your  mind  on  ftudies  that  may  enable 
"  you   to   enfure    th-    competence  on 
"  which   your  hopes  depend:  do  this, 
<c  my  dear  boy,  and  leave  tlte  reft  to 
"  Providence."      Arthur  declared    his 
firm  rcfolution  to  follow  Aubrey's  advice, 
and  then  in  the  moft  delicate  and  anxious 
manner,  he  communicated  his  difcovery 
of  his  friend  Edmund's  pafllon' for  Emily, 
and  ftrongly  pleaded  with  his  father  to 
be  propitious  to  it,  and  to  endeavour  to 
fettle   an   alliance    with    Mr.  Cowper. 
c<  Edmund,   my  dear  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  is 
f<  already  poficfied  of  the  power  of  in- 
"  Turing  a  competence.     Befides  a  fund 
<c  of  learning  and  information  fuperior 
"  to  thofe  of  moft  young  men   of  the 
<c  firft  families,  he  has  attained  a  degree 
"  of  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture, 
"  that  will  enable  him  to  undertake  the 
"  management  of  cattle  and  land,   and 
H  3  <f  as 
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•'  as  foon  as  his  uncle  fettles  him, 
"  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  he  will  thrive." 
— "  This  is  true,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  but 
"  confider  that  Edmund  has  already  a 
"  family  to  fupport.  Cowper's  circum- 
*'  fiances  are  limited,  that  is  to  fay, 
<c  though  by  his  prudence  and  perfeve- 
"  ranee  rendered  equal  to  the  mainte- 
*'  nance  of  the  prcfent  number  he  fup- 
"  ports,  by  no  means  adequate  to  the 
"  burden  of  an  additional  family :  he  will 
«*  therefore  juftly,  in  gradually  placing 
"  his  nephew  in  his  own  (hoes,  expect  of 
"  him  the  fupport  of  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Smyth 
ic  before  every  other  confideration.  I 
"  know  not  any  man  I  fiiould  prefer  for 
"  Emily's  hufband,  and  I  am  not  without 
*'  a  fufpicion  that  (he  is  of  my  mind,  as 
«f  (he  refufed  Rowley,  who  is  in  every 
«•  refpeft  unexceptionable :  but  then  (he 
"  hardly  knows  it  herfelf,  for  I  am  fure 
<«  that  (he  would,  like  you,  communicate 
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"  all  her  fentiments:  befides,  me  is  too 
"  fenfible,  to  be  led  by  her  heart  in  anaf- 
"  fcclionof  this  nature, before  (he  is  con- 
"  vinced  that  me  is  firftthe  object  of  it. 
"  I  will  candidly  tell  you  my  fentiments: 
"  this  double  alliance  would  make  me 
"  happy }  but  I  do  not  think  it  eafily  at- 
"  tainabic,  atleaft  for  years  to  come.  On 
"  the  one  hand,  you  muil  be  mafter  of  a 
"  profefiion;  and  on  the  other,  I  mud 
cf  be  able  to  add  fomething  to  Edmund's 
"  farm  for  Emily.  But  you  have  all 
•''youth  on  your  fide,  and  ITee  nothing' 
"  impoflible  in  effecting  it  hereafter. 
"  You  mud  be  diligent,  and  I,  when 
"  prefented  to  the  Rectory,  will  not  be 
"  very  flow  in  faving  a  portion  for  our  be- 
"  loved  Emily :  all  I  afk  is  patience  and 
"  prudence;  that  you  will  do  nothing  in  a 
"  hurry,  and  nothing  at  all  that  will  lay  a 
"  foundation  for  repentance.  Be,  for  the 
"  prefent,  friends  as  much,  and  lovers  as 
H  4  «  little 
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"  little  as  poffible,  and,  as  I  faid  before, 
<c  leave  the  rtfult  to  Providence:  many 
"  things  may  occur  to  accelerate  our 
"  wifhes,and  ifit  fhould  be  ultimately ne- 
"  ceHary  to  relinquifh  them,  there  will  be 
"  no  engagements  to  enthral  and  perplex 
"  us,  and  render  misfortune  ftill  more 
*f  calamitous."—"  Your  fentiments,  my 
"  dear  father,"  faid  Arthur,  "  arc  fojuft, 
4<  and  exprefled  fo  kindly,  that  to  oppofe 
"  them  would  be  infanity  or  infenfibility. 
"  As  for  me,  I  fully  refign  rnyfelf  to 
"  your  guidance,  I  will  follow  your  ad- 
"  vice,  be  my  lot  what  it  may:  but  I 
<c  know  that  Edmund  with  all  his  deter- 
"  mination  to  do  and  fay  nothing  that 
<e  can  tend  to  create  uneafinefs  to  ypu 
"  or  his  uncle,  will  lead  a  miferable  life, 
"  unlefs  he  has  a  hope  of  making  Emily 
"  his  own." — "  I  fhould  be  afraid,'* 
replied  Aubrey,  "  to  give  him  encou- 
"  ragement,  and  it  is  impoflible  but 
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<c  through  Mr.  Cowper :  the  beft,  there- 
"  fore,  we  can  do  at  prefent  is,  to  let 
<c  matters  remain  as  they  arc."  Arthur 
affented  -,  and  the  father  and  fon,  with 
the  delightful  feelings  refulting  from 
candour  and  love,  joined  their  beloved 
group. 

When  Senfitive  left  Mariton  the  fea- 
fon  was  far  advanced,  and  the  commen- 
cing fall  of  leaves  proclaimed  the  ap- 
proach of  winter.  In  fpite  of  the  indig- 
nant family  of  the  rejected  Colonel,  the 
hofpitality  prevailing  at  the  Parfonage, 
and  the  perfonal  attractions  of  the  Au- 
breys, drew  together  many  large,  focial 
parlies ;  and  even  fome  of  thofe  who 
firft  efpoufed  the  refentment  of  the  Spi- 
cers  appeared  to  forget  the  part  they 
had  taken,  and  were  well  received.  No- 
thing remarkable  occurred  during  the 
winter :  Arthur  profecuted  his  ftudics 
with  unufual  perfeverance  ;  the  friend- 
H  5  ihip- 
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Ihip  with  Cowper  and  the  Smyths  was 
maintained  by  pleafing  correfpondence, 
and  all  mention  of  love  was  abflained 
from.  Unfortunately  the  bills  brought 
in  for  the  expenccs  of  the  family  were 
not  diminifhed  j  and  the  Aubreys  again 
refolved  to  difcover  where  they  erred, 
and  to  make  thofe  retrenchments  that 
were  abfolutely  nccefiary  :  for  the  rate 
at  which  they  were  now  living  was  not 
even  lefs  than  they  would  be  entitled  to 
do  were  Aubrey  adually  the  rector  of 
the  parifh.  The  hofpitality  which  dif- 
tinguilhed  the  Parfonage  had  exhausted 
the  ftock  in  the  cellar;  and  ic  was  deter- 
mined that  fome  plan  fhould  be  adopted 
to  diminifh  the  confumption  of  fuch  ex- 
penfive  articles;  but  certainly  Chriftmas, 
when  general  feftivities  prevailed  over 
the  country,  was  not  the  time  to  delibe- 
rate either  on  that  plan,  or  the  means  of 
putting  it  into  execution  j  therefore,  a 
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ftore  fimilar  to  the  former  was  ordered 
for  the  prefent,  and  the  difcuffion  of  the 
cellar  plan  was  adjourned  till  the  fpring. 
This  frefh  fupply  was  put  in  upon  credit, 
as  Aubrey  had  drawn  the  greater  part  of 
the  remaining  feven  hundred  pounds  out 
of  the  hands  of  his  banker,  to  difchargc 
the  Michaelmas  bills  and  fome  extra  ac- 
counts which  had  not  been  forefeen. 
The  taking  of  credit  was- at  firflr  attended 
with  painful  reflexions,  but  then  Aubrey 
had  been  hitherto  a  good  cuftomer,  and 
mould  he  be  under  the  neceflity  of  living 
a  year  or  even  two  on  credit,  it  would 
be  no  injury  to  the  perfon  with  whom 
he  dealt;  for,  befides  his  pad  punctuality 
in  large  payments,  he  could  always  make 
amends  by  an  addition  of  intereft,  and 
future  favours,  when  his  fituation  ena- 
bled him.  The  whole  winter  was  fpenc 
agreeably,  and  perhaps  not  the  lefs  fo, 
that  the  Spiccrs  were  the  greater  part  of 
H  6  it 
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it  in  London.  The  village  was  not 
troubled  by  the  Caftle  ghofts,  which  had 
defifted  from  appearing,  ever  fmce  the 
hue  and  cry  that  was  made  after  them, 
but  the  villagers  never  forgot  the  appa- 
ritions, and  the  Caftle  feldom  had  vifi- 
tors.  Several  trips  were  made  to  Lei- 
t  cefter  on  invitations  from  Dr.  Searle,  in 
whom  the  Aubreys,  every  vifit,  obferved 
an  evident  decreafe  of  bodily  ftrength  as 
well  as  mental  failure,  nor  did  the  pro- 
fpect  of  the  rectory  diminifh  their  for- 
row  for  his  decay,  becaufe  they  loved, 
admired,  and  venerated  him. 

When  they  took  leavey  of  him,  after 
fpending  a  week  at  his  houfe  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March,  they  fufpected  that 
they  fliould  fee  him  no  more,  and  were 
not  furprifed  towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  at  Aubrey's  receiving  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Searle,  informing  him  of  the 
approach  of  his  diflblution,  and  that  he 
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wifhed  to  fee  him.  Aubrey  repaired  to 
the  Newark  without  delay,  and  found 
the  worthy  old  man  on  the  eve  of  his 
departure  from  this  world.  He  was 
fitting  on  an  eafy-chair  in  his  bed- room, 
and  received  Aubrey  with  a  fmile.  He 
perfectly  recollected  his  friends,  and  was 
fully  confcious  of  the  awful  change  he 
was  about  to  make.  "  This  indeed  is 
"  friendly,"  faid  he,  taking  Aubrey's 
hand,  "  I  wifhed  to  bid  you  farewell 
"  before  I  left  this  world,  and  I  would 
"  have  had  our  friend  Cowper  meet  you 
€C  on  this  occafion,  but  I  have  fent  for 
"  him  too  late  j  his  fiftcr  writes  my 
«'  niece  word,  that  he  is  out  on  one  of 
"  his  excursions :  had  he  been  apprized 
'*  of  my  fpeedy  removal,  his  benevo- 
"  lence  would  have  united  with  his 
"  friendlhip  to  fend  him  hither.  How- 
*'  ever,  we  (hall  all  meet  by  and  by,  and 

in 
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"  in  the  mean  time  I  charge  you  with  my 
'*  blefling  to  him."  He  then  inquired 
affectionately  for  Aubrey's  family,  and 
prayed  for  their  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs.  He  paufed  frequently  in  fpeaking,, 
giving  his  friend  an  opportunity  of 
making  kind  and  confolatory  obferva- 
tions.  Not  being  able  to  fit  up  long  at 
a  time,  he  converfed  with  him  in  bed, 
to  which  he  was  reconveyed  foon  afr.tr 
Aubrey  came  in.  He  talked  of  his  hopes 
in  another  ftate  of  exiftence,  with  the 
chearfulnefs  of  certainty.  "God,"faid  he, 
"  has  gracioufly  granted  me  a  large  por- 
"  tion  of  temporal  life  :  take  it  altoge- 
"  ther,  I  truft  it  has  not  been  ill  fpent ; 
"  with  whatever  fins  and  frailties  it  may 
"  be  fpotted,  I  have  the  ftrongeft  hope 
"  that  repentance  and  a  lively  faith  in 
<c  the  promifes  of  the  Saviour  of  the 
<f  world,  will  include  me  in  the  benevo- 

"  lent 
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"  lent  tffcfls  of  his  great,  his  glorious 
"  pafilon.  I  have  no  heavy  crime 
<c  weighing  on  my  heart,  and  when  I 
"  took  the  facrament  ycfterday,  I  felt 
tf  my  foul  renovated  with  hope  and  hea- 
»*  venly  joy.  I  am  now  more  than  con- 
<c  tent  to  die  :  I  have  in  view  the  wonders 
"  and  the  blifs  of  death :  though  my 
"  heart  is  too  feeble  to  pant  for  them,  my 
"  fpirit  does."  Mrs.  Searle  begged 
him  not  to  cxhauft  himfelf— "  Well,  I 
"  will  noc  my  love,"  replied  he,  "  and 
"  indeed  I  feel  my  felf  faint.  I  will  deep 
"  a  little  :  we  (hall  perhaps  have  another 
11  day  together  to-morrow :  if  not,  I 
"  will  pray  for  you  in  heaven.  Death 
u  is  not  grievous  to  thofe  who  fee  God 
"  in  it.*'  He  clofed  his  eyes  and  foon 
fell  afleep :  he  flept  fweetly,  and  awoke 
no  more. 

When  men  die  like  Dr.  Searle,  they 
difpcl  the  gloom  of  death,  and  almoft 

fhew 
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*hew   him    fair    and    beautiful.      That 
Power, 

"  Whom  foft  eyed  pityonceled  down  from  Heaven, 
Smooths  the  laft  bed  with  pious  hope  and  joy  : 
There  props  feeble  Nature,  calms  all  her  fears. 
Wakes  all  her  hopes,  and  animates  her  faith, 
Till  the  rapt  foul,  anticipating  Heaven, 
Burfts  from  the  thraldom  of  incumb'ringclay, 
And  on  the  wing  of  ecftafy  upborne 
Springs  into  liberty,  and  light,  and  life.  *" 

*  Porteus. 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 


Dr.  Searle's  Will.  State  of  Aubrey  i  Finantrt. 
Arthur's  Chsin  of  a  Proftjjim.  A  Letttr 
from  Sen  ft  t  in  t.  Prefintation  of  tht  Riflory. 
Family  AfftRion.  Arrival  of  Stnft  he.  Tht 
Aubrtyi  confirmed  at  tht  Parfanagt. 

THOUGH  Dr.  Searle  was  fully  matured 
fur  Heaven,  and  his  rcleafe  from  earth 
had  been  long  cxpefted,  the  tear  due  to 
departed  worth  followed  him  to  the 
grave.  Mrs.  Searlc  and  Amelia  Joved 
their  uncle,  and  lamented  his  reparation 
from  them  ;  but  his  great  age,  his  vir- 
tues, and  "  his  hold  on  Heaven,"  pre- 
fcnttd  ftrong  motives  of  confolation  to 
them  and  his  other  friends,  and  recon- 
ciled them  to  the  mandate  that  called 

him 


16*  AUBREY. 

him  from  them.  By  the  doctor's  will 
the  bulk  of  his  property  was  left  to  Mrs. 
Searle  and  Amelia,  and  a  portion  of;c 
was  devoted  to  charitable  purpofes  and 
friendly  legacies*  To  Aubrey  he  left 
all  the  antique  furnicure  at  the  Parfon- 
age,  with  twenty  pounds  to  purchafe 
mourning-rings  for  all  the  family.-  To 
Mr.  Cowper  he  left  a  fum  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  himfelf,  and  another 
thoufand  to  be  difpofed  of  by  him  ac- 
cording to  the  fpirit  of  his  benevolent 
plan.  Aubrey  would  have  brought  Mrs; 
Aubrey  to  flay  with  Mrs.  Searle  for 
fome  time  ;  but  the  latter  declined  the 
offer,  both  as  me  knew  that  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  her  to  leave  her  family, 
and  as  there  was  an  old  friend  of  her's 
engaged  to  come  to  her;  he  therefore 
took  an  affectionate  leave  of  her,  and 
returned  to  Mariton. 

How- 
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However  affected  by  the  difiblution  of 
the  good,  friendly,  old  man,  Aubrey  was 
not  forgetful  of  the  intereft  of  his  family 
in  the  reverfionary  hope  of  the  rectory  i 
and,  as  foon  as  the  death  of  the  redor 
could  be  communicated  with  certainty, 
he  wrote  a  letter  on  the  fubject  to  Lord 
Aynsford,  and  another  to  Charles  Senfi- 
tive,  In  the  firft  he  merely  informed 
his  lordfhip,  that  the  time  was  arrived 
for  the  performance  of  his  promifc :  in 
the  other,  he  begged  Senfuive  to  lofe 
not  a  moment  in  learning  where  the  carl 
was,  that  there  might  be  no  room  left 
for  fufpence.  At  the  Parfonage,  the 
grief  for  the  death  of  Dr.  Searle  was  un- 
feigned, nor  was  it  incompatible  with 
the  pleafingkexpeclationsattcndantonAu. 
brey's  fuccelTion.  The  Aubreys  comme- 
morated his  general  virtues,  and  dwelt 
with  facisfaclion  on  the  particular  proofs 
of  his  regard  to  thems  but  this  did  noc_ 

prevent 
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prevent  their  enjoying  the  pofleffion  of  a 
good,  the  profpeft  of  which  they  had 
contemplated  before  they  knew  him. 
UnafTociated  in  ideas  with  the  death  of 
a  friend,  nothing  could  be 'more  fortu- 
nate than  the  prefentment  to  the  rec- 
tory, at  a  time  when  their  finances  were 
not  only  exhaufted,  but  their  credit 
deeply  involved.  By  Chriftmas,  Aubrey 
had  drawn  his  whole  fund  cut  of  the 
hands  of  his  b>nker,  and  at  Lady-day  he 
was  a  full  quarter  in  arrear  to  all  his 
tradcfmcn,  over  and  above  the  flock  of 
liquors  with  which  his  cellar  had  been 
replenished.  Could  any  thing*  then,  be 
more  providential  than  the  accefiion  of 
a  revenue  of  twelve  -hundred  a-year  ? 
With  all  their  economical  refolutions  on 
their  arrival  at  Mariton,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  live  much  under  the  in- 
come arifmg  from  the  rectory ;  and, 
what  would  have  become  of  them  in. 

another 
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another  year  had  this  not  fallen  in  ?  Af- 
ter praifing  and  lamenting  the  late  in- 
cumbent, they  congratulated  one  another 
on  the  timely  vacancy  for  his  fucccflbr, 
and  entered  into  new  relolutions  refpec- 
ting  their  future  expcnces. 

In  a  few  days,  Aubrey  received  a  let- 
ter from   Senfitive,  informing  him  that 
Lord  Aynsford  was  not  in  the  kingdom, 
but  that  he  was  expected  fhortly  j  and 
that  Aubrey's  letter  from  Leicefter  had 
been  immediately  forwarded  to  him,  by 
the    earl'i)    agent,   whom   Senfitive   had 
fcen.     This  intelligence  was  a  little  vex- 
atious; but,  as  the  del.^y  produced  no 
doubt,  the  Aubreys  were  eafily  fatisficd 
to  wait  vvith  pacience  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Aynsford,  or  his  reply  to  the  letter  Au- 
brey had  written,  which  they  were  furc 
would  be  lent  as  foon  as    pofiible.      In 
the  mean  time,  two  objects  principally 
engaged  Aubrey's  attention:  a  full  acd 

txuft 
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exaft  ftatement  of  his  affairs,  and  the 
drcifion  of  a  profcfilon  for  Arthur.  He 
accordingly  called  in  all  his  bills  of  ev.cry 
kind,  thofe  in  London  as  well  as  thofe  in 
the  country,  and,  on  carting  up  the  to- 
tals,  found  hiiufelf  ieven  hundred  pounds 
in  dcbr. 

With  refpect  to  Arthur,  having  read 
the  elements  of  theology  and  fcveral  po- 
lemic writings,  having  examined  the 
theories  of  medicine,  and  perufed  fome 
of  the  works  of  Sydenham,  Mead, 
Brown,  and  Cnllen,  and  having  gone 
through  the  Commentaries  of  Black- 
done  with  great  attention,  he  declared 
himfelf  in  favour  of  the  law.  He  fuid, 
that  divinity  and  ethics  were  to  him  the 
moft  captivating  Oudiesj  he  conceived, 
however,  the  duty  of  a  minifter  not 
only  arduous,  but,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  fociety,  almoll  impracticable  j  and, 
as  a  proof,  he  cited  the  experience  of 
3  h'ls 
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his  father,  who,  inclined  as  he  was  to 
difcharge  the  paftoral  office  with  the 
confcienrioufnefs  of  an  apoille,  was  de- 
barred by  the  rules  of  police  converfa- 
tion  from  introducing  the  topics  of  his 
profcfiion  ;  and  who  had  learned  to  con- 
fider  it  as  a  compliment  to  himfelf,  that 
the  jefts  of  freethinking,  and  profane  talk 
were  abstained  from  in  his  prefence: 
and,  as  to  the  lower  clafles  of  fociety ; 
thofe  who  felt  a  degree  of  independence 
looked  with  a  jeabus  eye  on  theclairner 
of  tithes  and  dues  j  while  the  poor,  con- 
ft rained  in  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior, 
confidcred  the  vifit  of  the  minifter  as  the 
intrufion  of  a  fpy  upon  their  conduft. 
Aubrey  allowed  the  juftnefs  of  Arthur's 
obfcrvations ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  re- 
marked, that  thefe  difficulties,  arifing 
from  the  nature  of  men  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  fociety,  afforded  no  good  reafon 
for  turning  away  from  the  adminiftnuion 

of 
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of  the  divine  office,  but  rather  the  re- 
verfe  ;  for  it  is  to  conquer  difficul:ies 
that  men  are  called  upon  to  undertake 
it;  and,  though  he  himlelf  was  not  fo 
fuccefiful  as  he  wifhed,  yet  the  fucceffive 
mini/Try  of  the  Greys  at  Melford,  was 
proof  of  what  might  be  effected  by  piety 
and  perfcverance.  He  confefied,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  a  very  fcridus  charge, 
and  that  no  one  fhould  be  permitted  to 
take  it  upon  himfclf  who  did  not  feel  an 
ardent  define  to  be  a<5tjve  in  promoting 
the  fpiritual  amelioration  of  mankind. 

Next  to  divinity  and  ethics,  Arthur 
was  of  opinion  that  the  fcience  of  medi- 
cine was  moft  bewitching  :  of  thofe  the 
health  and  falvation  oPthe  foul  were  the 
objects  j  of  this  the  health  of  the  body, 
and  the  foul's  continuance  in  u.iion  with 
it.  It  was  built  upon  a  variety  of  know, 
ledge  of  the  moft  delightful  kind  :  ana- 
tomy, botany,  chemiftry,  natural  hif- 

tory, 
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tory  and  philofophy,  effects  of  pliy fic.il 
caufes  on  the  mind,  and  of  mental  ones 
on  the  body.  A  phyfician,  uniting  crreat 
fldll  with  piety  and  virtue,  was  one  of 
the  firft  of  characters  among  men,  and 
participated  in  an  eminent  degree  of  the 
divine  nature ;  but  it  was  the  mod  diffi- 
cult of  any  to  form,  and  the  difchar_>e  <f 
its  duties  the  moft  delicate  and  alarm- 
ing.    In  divinity,  the  refponfibility  of 
its  profefibr  is  not  fo  great,  or,  rather, 
the  nicety  of  his  judgment  is  not  fo  im- 
portant ;  it  is  rarely  to  be  attributed  to 
him  that  the  foul  finks  into  corruption, 
depravity,  and  perdition;  but  the  flight- 
eft  error  in  a  medical  cafe  often  con- 
firms difeafe  or  extinguifhes  life  itfelf. 
Medical  profeflbrs,  who  practifc  in  de- 
fiance of  confcious  ignorance  and  inabi- 
lity, may  give  themfelves  what  title  they 
pleafe,  but  their  true  appellation  is  regil- 
tered  in  Heaven,  and  not  unfrequently 
VOL.  jv.  i  in 
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in  the  calendars  of  ftate  prifons.  Aubrey 
thought  that  Arthur  refined  too  much. 
It  was  rare,  if  ever,  that  men  unquali- 
fied for  the  practice  of  phyfic  obtained 
a  diploma  j  and,  on  dubious  cafes,  phy- 
ficians  had  always  opportunities  of  con- 
fulting  one  another.  He  thought  there 
was  a  better  objection  to  the  profeffion 
than  what  was  advanced  by  his  fon,  and 
that  was,  the  reluctance  of  the  fick  to 
truft  themfelves  to  any  but  thofe  ad- 
vanced in  life,  conceiving  experience 
neceflary  to  perfect  theory :  he  was  there- 
fore content  that  Arthur  fhould  pafs  over 
the  profeffion  of  medicine. 

The  law  was  a  wide  field,  a  profeffion 
in  which  confcience  was  not  even  re- 
quired to  have  any  operation  fhort  of  the 
bench;  for  it  had  been  an  eftablifhed 
maxim  from  the  ages  of  antiquity,  that 
every  lawyer  was  bound,  right  or  wrong, 
to  do  his  beft  for  his  client.  It  was  a 

profeffion 
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-profcfiion  both  profitable  and  honour- 
able, and  the  members  of  it  were  fome- 
times  feen  to  make  their  way  early : 
Arthur,  therefore,  delighted  with  the 
ftile  of  the  Commentaries,  and  with  the 
fund  of  information  he  had  obtained 
from  them,  decided  for  the  bar:  nor 
was  Aubrey  difappointed ;  for,  of  the 
three  learned  profefiions,  he  thought 
Arthur  beft  fuited  to  the  law.  The 
expence,  indeed,  of  ftudying  the  various 
branches  of  it  would  be  heavy,  but  he 
ftiould  now  be  enabled  to  make  that 
•exertion  ;  and  it  was  determined  that  his 
name  fhould  be  immediately  entered  at 
Lincoln's  Inn,  where  he  mould  attend 
his  terms,  though  for  the  next  two  years 
of  his  life  he  mould  ftudy  at  Cam- 
bridge j  after  which  he  fliould  rcfide  in 
town,  to  attend  offices  and  the  courts, 
and  be  called  to  the  bar  when  he  was 
four-and-twenty,  a  proper  age  to  com- 
i  2  mencc 
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mence  his  career.  The  time  appeared 
not  very  long  to  Arthur,  when  he 
•thought  of  it  as  preparatory  to  a  profef- 
fion:  he  fometimes,  however,  combined 
it  in  idea  with  Harriet;  then  did  it  fcem 
an  age;  but,  in  he-aving  a  figh  to  love, 
he  refolved  by  perfeve  ranee  to  be 
worthy  of  it. 

A  fortnight  had  now  elapfed  fince  the 
death  of  Dr.  Searle,  and  there  wtre  no 
tidings  of  Lord  Aynsford.  Aubrey  had 
•preached  a  pathetic  funeral  fermon  in 
honour  of  his  late  friend,  and  cared  not 
how  foon  he  preached  on  his  own  induc- 
tion ;  but  he  was  doomed  to  extend  his 
patience  (till  another  fortnight,  during 
which  he  continued  to  do  the  duty  of 
the  church  with  the  greateft  regularity. 
About  a  month  after  he  had  written  to 
the  earl,  Casfar  one  morning  brought 
Jiirn  in  two  letters,  the  fuperfcription  of 

one 
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•ne  of  which  being  in  Scnfitive's  hand, 
he  opened  fir  11,  and  read  as  follows : 

"  My  dear  Friend, 
(t  I  have  watched  Lord  Aynsford's 
*'  door  for  this  fortnight  paft,  as  a  cat' 
"  does  a  moufe,  and  I  at  length  can  in- 
"  form  you  that   he  is   arrived.      He 
**  came  this  morning  j  but  I  hav?  en- 
"  deavoured  in  vain  to  fee  him  :  I  truft; 
"  however,  that  he  writes  to  you  by 
**  this  poft.     I  am  anxious  to   hear  of 
"  your  preferment,  and   beg  you  will' 
"  not  delay   a  moment   writing  to  me 
"  when   you    receive   tn.e  earl's  letter. 
"  How  are  you  all?"  Tell  Emily  that 
*f  (he  has  not  broke  Col.  Spicer's  heart: 
<f  1   have   fccn  him  twice   this  week ; 
"  the  firft  time  in  extafies  at  the  opera, 
4f  coquetting  with  a  woman  of  fafhion  ; 
"  and  the  laft,  laughing  loud  in  a  paftry- 
"  cook's  fliop  in  St.  James's-ftreet,  at 
i  3  «c  the 
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<f  the  fight  of  a  feeble,  old  woman  in  pur«, 
"  fuitof  her  jack-afs.  How  could  Emily 
"  rtfufe  fuch  a  colonel  ?  Tell  my  apt 
"  pupil  that  I  think  of  her  conftantly, 
"  and  hope  to  give  her  fome  new  lefibns 
"  ere  the  month  of  May  be  over.  Arthur 
"  will  be  forry  to  hear  that  his  friend 
"  Sir  Kit  Keeping's  nofe  is  grown  red; 
<f  the  baronet  is  as  fafhionable  as  ever 
*c  notwithftanding.  Adieu !  Remem- 
"  ber  me  afFedlionately  to  Mrs.  Aubrey; 
"  and  tell  Arthur-William  thajt  I  have 
c<  bought  fome  very  nice  ftudics  for 
<t  him. 

*f.  Yours  fincerely, 

*c  CHARLES  SENSITIVE/* 

Fond  as  they  all  were  of  Senfitive, 
they  were  eager  to  get  through  his  letter 
the  moment  they  heard  that  Lord  Aynf- 
ford  was  arrived ;  for  they  concluded  on 
the  probability  of  the  other  letter  being 

from 
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w  of*  *  for  inftirwion,  and  proceed  with- 
««  out  delay  to  the  parifh  for  the  purpofc 
"  of  indu&ion.  There  will  he  no  oc- 
"  cafion  for  you  to  put  yourfelf  to  the 
"  lead  inconvenience,  as  I  can  lodge*  ac 
"  an  inn  while  my  prefence  may  be  ne- 
•'  cefiary  at  Mariton ;  and,  as  I  mean 
"  to  refide  at  my  prior  benefice,  I  (hall 
"  make  no  objection,  if  you  wim  it,  to 
"  your  continuance  in  the  church  as  my 
•<  curatCt  I  am,  fir, 

0  Your  tumble  fervant, 

<f  RICH.  BOWES.'* 

Thus,  at  one  blow,  were  all  the  hopes 
of  the  Aubreys  cruflied  :  the  payment  of 
debts,  the  enabling  of  Arthur  to  purfue 
the  profeflion  he  had  chofen,  the  accu- 
mulating of  portions  for  his  lifters,  a 
comfortable  exigence — all  gone  !  va- 
nifhed  from  their  view ;  and,  inftead, 
appeared  .  embarrafihicnt,  poverty,  and 
J  5  morti- 
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mortification.  The  Aubreys  were  at 
firft  too  much  confounded  to  give  utter- 
ance to  their  confirmation.  Aubrey 
again  took  up  Dr.  Bowes's  letter :  after 
looking  at  it  for  fome  minutes,  he  re- 
peated from  it— <(  prefented  by  the  Earl 
"  of  Aynsford  !"  Arthur,  who  was  now 
flowly  pacing  up  and  down  the  room, 
cried  "  Villain  !"  Mrs.  Aubrey  fat 
jftupified  :  Emily  and  Arthurina  anxioufly 
watched  their  father's  countenance ; 
Arthur-William  faw  diftrefs  painted  in 
it,  and  was  filent.  At  length  Aubrey 
exclaimed  :  "  I  am  too  certainly  awake; 
"  my  dream  of  happinefs  is  for  ever 
"  fled;  I  am  roufed  to  be  fenfible  of 
<e  ruin." — <f  I  can  hardly  believe  my 
"  fenfes,"  faid  Mrs  Aubrey ;  "  how  caa 
*{  it  be  ?  There  is  fome  miftake ;  Lord 
ft  Aynsford  can  never  be  fo  confummatc 
<e  a  villain.  Write,  my  dear  Aubrey, 
^immediately,  and  inquire  into  it." — 

"  Dear 
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<f<Dear  Emily,"  replied  Aubrey,  "have 
"I  not  already  written  ?  Was  not  I  the 
"  ftrft  who  informed  Lord  Aynsford 
"  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Searle  ?"— "  Did 
"  the  carl  promife  you  pofitively  ?"  faid 
Mrs.  Aubrey. — "  Pofitively,"  re; 
Aubrey,  "if  a  voluntary  offer  on  his 
c'  part,  and  a  grateful  acceptance  on 
"  mine,  is  pofitive.  Nay  more,  you 
"  may  remember  that  I  told  you  at  the 
<f  time,  he  urged  me  to  look  forward  to 
cc  a  bifhopric." — "  What  do  you  mean 
"to  "do?"  faid  Mrs.  Aubrey;  "  will 
"  you  not  expofe  his  bafcnefs  ?" — "  A- 
"  las !  my  dear  Emily,"  replied  he,  *'  of 
'*  v;hat  avail  will  it  be  ?  A  queftion 
"which  is  anfwered  in  one  line  of 
"  Senfitive's  letter,  where  he  tells  us, 
"  that  Sir  Kit  Keeping  is  as  fafhionable 
"  as  ever.  Was  not  his  bafenefs  pub- 
"  licly  expofed  ?  No,  my  love  I  revenge 
ei  is  not  in  our  powers  and,  if  it  were., 
j  6  "  v/c 
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"  we  would  be  fuperior  to  it.  Though 
"  Lord  Aynsford  is  bafe,  I  am  not  with- 
tf  out  blame  :  he  has  been  falfe,  I  have 
"been  fooliOi;  for  is  it  not  ^extreu.<_- 
(t  folly  to  live  on  expectation  ?  Had  I 
«f  been  commonly  prudent,  had  I  taught 
"  you  ta  contemplate  the  poflibility  of  a 
"  difappointment,  and  to  live  accor- 
"  dingly,  we  fliould  non*  of  us  have 
"  felt  this  blow  fo  feverely.  They  who 
"  cannot  Itarn  wifdom  from  the  mild 
«•  dictates  of  Reafon,  niuft  fubmit  to 
"  have  it  forced  upon  them  by  the  rough 
<(  hand  of  Experience.  I,  my  dear 
"  Emily,  I  alone  am  now  to  blame,  and 
"  it  is  the  will  of  Providence  that  we 
"  mould  fuffcr  for  it  >  yes,  that  you, 
<*  my  love,  and  you,  my  dear  children* 
•f  mould  fuffer  for  it :  for,  however  in- 
'*  confident  with  the  goodnefs  of  God 
"  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond  com- 
'/  mandment  has  been  thought,  it  is  in 
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t(  fa£l  nothing  more  than  a  fimple  de- 
"  claration  of  the  nature  of  things.  Ciiil- 
"  dren  arc  naturally  involved  iri  the  er- 
•«  rors,  T  will  not  (hock  you  by  faying 
<{  fins  on  this  ocxwfion,  of  their  parents} 
"  and  what  wonder  is  it  that  the  vifita- 
<c  tion  mould  defcend  to  the  third  and 
"  fourth  generation  ?  Bu:  let  us  take  cou- 
**  rage ;  for  we  know  that  we  love  our 
"  Chaflifer,  and  we  may  hope,  when  he 
*'  has  purified  us  a  little  more,  that  he 
<f  will  mow  his  mercy  to  us." — "  I  can- 
«{  not  fee  how  you  are  to  blame,"  faid 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  for  relying  on  the  fnth 
"  of  a  man  who  profeflfcd  fuch  friend- 
*f  fhip  for  you,  and  I  am  fure  no  man  on 
'*  earth  was  ever  actuated  by  purer  mo- 
<c  tives  and  intentions  than  you  ever 
•c  were  i  I  cannot,  therefore,  bear  to 
"  hear  you  cenfure  yourlelf  in  this  man- 
"  ner.  If  there  be  any  blame,  it  is  ours 
•'  more  than  yours,  influenced  as  you 

"  ever 
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"ever  are  by  your  affection   for  us.'*" 
Tl'.e  tears,  .which  had  rifen  gently  to  the 
eyes  of  Emily  and  Arthurina,   ran  do^n 
their  cheeks,   when  their  mother  /poke 
in  this  manner.  "  Indeed,  indeed,  papa," 
cried  Emily,.  Cf  y-  u  arc'  not  to  blame  : 
"  pray,  do  not  blame  yourfelf;  pray  let 
"  us  be  happy  in  fpite  of  every  thing; 
"  the  poorer  we  are  the  more  we  mall 
"  love  one  another."— ct  My  dear  girl/' 
faid  Aubrey,  {C  love  is  a  grand  relburcej 
<c  and,  while  we  continue -united,  we  can 
<c  never  be  very  unhappy.     It-is  Truidcfs 
"to  complain  j  .we  muft  yield  to  the 
{<  will  of  Providence;   and  all  that  we 
tr  have  now  to  do  is  to  live  as  the  family 
"  of  the   curate   of  Mariton,    and    no 
"  longer  like,  that  of  the  reclor.     Come 
"  Emily,  my  love,"  continued  he,  ad- 
drefling  Mrs.  Aubrey,  u  recover  your- 
<ffelfi   let  us   fubmit  to  this  calamity 
^c  with  becoming  refignation  5  and  let  us 

"  immc. 
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<f  immediately  fet  about  thofe  reforms 
**  and  retrenchments  that  will  enable  us 
"  to  live  within  the  ftipend  of  the  cu- 
"  racy.  The  fuuation  will  be  novel  to 
"  us  j  but  let  us  remember  that  there  are 
<e  many  clergymen  ferving  curacies  for  a 
"  lefs  income  i  and  Ictus  endeavour  to 
"  find  out  the  fecret  by  which  they  con- 
"  trive  to  live  with  large  families,  and 
<c  fupport  the  dignity  of  a  gentleman." 
— <e  It  will,  I  fear,  be  difficult  to  difco- 
"  ver,"  replied  Mrs.  Aubrey;  "  and 
"  here  more  difficult  than  any  where 
*f  eKe." — "  You  will  have  to  brunt  the 
"  fneersand  brutality  of  the  Spicers  and 
«f  fome  others,"  faid  Aubrey  ;  <f  bur,  as 
"  Cowper  told  us,  before  he  knew  of 
u  Lord  Aynsford's  promife,  we  fhall 
<f  ftill  have  a  good  houfe  over  our  heads, 
t(  a  garden  that  will  yield  us  vegetables 
c<  and  fruit,  and  fome  money  to  buy 
f J  bread,  clothes,  and  firing ;  and,  I  may 

<<  add, 
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"  add,  we  fhall  be  faved  the  expence  of 
"  a  removal :  then  furely  we  have  fuffi- 
"  cienc  ftrength  of  mind,  and  a  fufficienr 
c<  ftock  of  love  amongft  us,  to  turn  afide" 

tl  the  (hafts  of  malice,   and  to  reader  us 

tin 

"  indifferent  to  tiie  contumely  of  pride. 
"  Come  Emily,  Cuuie  my  children,  let 
"  us  rally  our  powers.  It  is  no  wonder 
*'  chat  this  uncxpefted  blow  fhouki  have 
"  thrown  us  into  confufionj  but  we  will 
•'  not  yield  to  it  j  we  will  imitate  fome 
ft  of  the  great  examples  we  have  ad- 
"  mired  in  our  books,  and  be  the  wor- 
"  thier  of  efteem  for  adverfity."  Mrs. 
Aubrey  looked  at  him  with  new  delight, 
and  in  filcnce  gave  him  her  hand,  as  the 
tear  of  m-ingling  pity  and  admiration 
dropped  upon  her  cheek.  Arthur,  who 
was  near  her,  kiflVd  it  off,  and  vowed  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
family.  "  You  mud  fend  me  abroad, 
fir/'  faid  he  to  his  father,  "  in  queft  of 

f<  forcunei 
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"  fortune  j  others  as  poor  as  myfelf 
"  have  fucceeded,  and  why  not  I  ?  The 
"  Indies,  Eaft  or  Weft,  hold  up  hope  to 
/'  adventurers,  and  who  knows  but  I 
"  may  c".d  the  road  much  fhorter  to 
*'  profperity  than  ^hat  I  had  chofen."— • 
**  We  will  think  how  we  may  aft  for 
<c  the  beft,  my  dear  boy,"  replied  his 
father,  preffing  his  hand ;  "  and  he  that 
•'  fees  our  hearts  will  remove  our  diffi- 
"  culties,  or  aid  us  to  fupport  them.5' 

Thus,  eonfoled  by  family  affeftions 
and  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  the 
Aubreys  relolved  to  be  the  firft  to  re- 
port the  difappointment  of  their  hopes, 
that  it  might  be  known  before  the  arri- 
val of  Dr.  Bowes:  and,  while  Aubrey 
ftaid  at  home  to  write  to  him  and  to 
Senfitivc,  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  the  girls 
called  on  fome  of  their  friends  to  an- 
nounce the  change  that  had  taken  place. 
Arthur  intended  at  firft  to  accompany 

his 
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his  mother  and  fitters ;  but,  while  they 
were  putting  on  their  things,  bis  thoughts 
ftrayed  to  Eden-bower,  and  he  remained : 
at  home  to  write  to  Edmund.  As  con* 
fidence  and  candour  were  no  jkfs  £/iL-ccl 
at  Eden-bower  than  at  the  Parfonage, 
Arthur  having  determined  not  to  com- 
municate  his  admiration  of  Mifs  Smyth 
to  her  uncle,  never  mentioned  her  in 
his  correfpondence  with  Edmund  more 
particularly  than  the  reft  of  the  family; 
and,  as  matters  were  arranged  with  Au- 
brey, he  thought  it  bed  to  confine  all 
information  refpe£ting  Emily  to  barely 
faying,  tf  My  fitters  and  .1  talk  of  you 
<e  with  the  greateft  intereft  and  regard.5*' 
In  his  prefent  letter,  after  relating  the 
difappointment  and  fituation  of  his  fa- 
mily, he  added,  that  heefteerned  himfelf 
fortunate  in  one  refpecl,-  but  that  it  was 
a.fubjefl  of  a  delicate  nature,  and  he 
ih^uld  not  enter  upon  it..  He  knevy 

that 
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that  his  friend  would  readily  guefs  that 
it  was  a  comfort  to  him  not  to  have  in- 
volved Harriet  in  an  engagement  or  af- 
f-ftion  which  now  could  only  have  been 
replete  •/.•'•'••    mifcry;  and  he  abftained. 
from  being  more  particular,  that  Ed- 
mund might  not  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  drawing  his  pafiion  from  the  oblivion, 
to  which  it  was  now  configned. 

Aubrey,  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Bowes, 
congratulated  him  on  his  preferment, , 
without  deigning  to  mention  Lord  Aynf. 
ford,  and  invited  him  to  take  up  his 
abode  at  the  P«*rfonag;e,  which  would  not 
be  attended  with  the  flighted  inconve- 
nience :  he  alib  declared  his  wi(h  of  re- 
maining in  the  curacy.  To  Senficive 
he  wrote  at  large,  and  poured  out  the 
fee-lings  of  his  heart.  Mrs.  Aubrey  and 
the  girls  returned  home  in  confiderable 
fpirits,  having  been  cheered  by  the  fmiles 
of  their  friends  and  the  encouraging  re- 
marks 
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marks  ufually  made  on  fuch  occaflonsr 
and  a  kind  of  calm  enfued  at  the  Parfon-- 
age,  which  was  at  firft  rather  the  lull  of 
fufpended  fenfibility  than  the   tranquif 
enjoyment  of  repofe.     Ih  a  few  day* 
Senfuive  arrived  at  Mariton,  and,  at  the 
end  of  the  week,  .was1,  followed  by  Dr. 
Bowes,  who  accepted  Aubrey's  invita- 
tion, and  ftaid  at  tht  rectory  while  it  was' 
neccflary  for  him  to  be  in  the  pariih. 
Being  formally  induced,  he  read  the  ar- 
ticles  in    die    church  on  Sunday,  and 
preached;  and  on  Monday  and  Tuefjay 
he  received  vi fits  from  his  parishioners, 
many  of  whom  Aubrey  invited  to  dine 
with  him. 

The  doctor  had  little  corrdefcenfion  in' 
his  manners  j  he  received  civilities  as  if 
he  conferred  obligation  irr  admitting 
them.  The  hau-ghiinefs  of  his  mind" 
was  fully  denoted  in  the  height,  corpu- 
hncy,  and  ereetntfs  of  his  perfon>  as- 

we.il 
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-well  as  by  the  confequmtial  air  of  his 
countenance.  He  felJom  fmiled  or 
fpokc  in  the  morning  j  but  a  good  din- 
ner excited  good  humour,  and  he  con- 
defcended  to  praiie  Aubrey's  wine.  The 
.parifhioners  were  not  at  all  prepoflefied 
in  his  favour,  and  were  not  much  grieved 
•to  receive  the  apology  he  deigned  to 
make  for  not  refiding  among  them.  Au- 
brey fcrupled  not  to  complain  to  him  of 
.the  unfair  conduct  of  his  patron,  whom 
he  reprefented  as  having  difappointed 
him  moft  grofsly,  after  fuffering  him  to 
live  twoycarsin  hopes  of  the  prefentation. 
"  I'll  tell  you  how  that  is,"  faid  the  doctor; 
•"  y  mmiftook  each  other:  my  lord  talked 
<c  to  me  about  ir,and  fhewed  me  your  let- 
"  ter:  ihc  whole  matter  is,  you  miftook 
"  each  other." — <c  I  could  never  miftakc 
««  the  pofitivc  offer  he  made  me  of  the 
*'  benefice." — "  That  was  before  he  was 
**  aware  of  your  unclc*s  will." — '«  Then 

"  he 
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«e  he  mould  have  told  me  if  the  know-- 
<f  ledge  of  it  caufed  an  alteration  of  his 
<f  purpofe." — <c  "Why,  that  was  implied 
<e  in  what  he  had  previoufiy  faid."— 
"  Implied  !  how  ?"— ."  Did  not  he  fay 
*c  that  it  was  with  a  view  of  adding 
*€  ftrength  and  weight  to  his  con- 
«f  nexions  ?" — "  I  remember  he  did/' 
— "  Well,  then  !  when  the  cafe  was  fo 
€<  clearly  altered,  was  not  the  offer  in- 
<f  volved  in  its  fate-?"  — *f  I  wifh  he 
«f  had  been  explicit."—"  That  would 
«<  have  been  indelicate,  and  Lord  Aynf- 
*<  ford  is  incapable  of  indelicacy.  I 
"  aflure  you,  Mr.  Aubrey,  he  exprefles 
<f  a  great  regard  for  you;  and  he  told 
<c  me  to  find  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
"  ing  this  matter  to  you.  You  fee  it 
<*  was  a  miftake." — ee  Yes,  fir,  a  me- 
<f  lancholy  one  to  me."  Aubrey  pur- 
fued  the  fubjecl:  no  farther;  and,  on 
Wednefday  morning,  Dr.  Bowes  fee 

out 
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-out  on  his  return  to  town,  leaving  him 
(till  in  pofTcffion  of  the  curacy  of  Ma- 
ritoa. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

Senfibil'.ty.  Alteration  at  the  Parfonage.  Ex- 
traordinary Apparition  at  Leicefter.  Mr. 
Coivper's  Adventure  at  Okehatn.  Arrival  at 
Mariton.  Refolution  refpeEling  Smyth.  The 
Ghojls  of  the  Caftle* 

SENSITIVE  remained  at  the  parfonage  to 
partake  the  regret  of  his  friends,  and  to 
afford  them  all  the  confolation  in  his 
power.  No  fooner  had  he  received 
Aubrey's  letter,  than  he  ported  to  the 
Earl  or  Aynsford's  to  inquire  into  the 
caufe  of  his  difappointment ;  but,  find- 
ing ic  impoflible  to  gain  admittance,  he 
returned  home,  ordered  his  fervant  to 
pack  up  a  portmanteau  for  him,  and  fee 
out  that  very  day  for  Lacetferfhire. 
6  Aubrey 
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Aubrey  himfelf  fcarce  felt  the  calamity 
fo  much  as  Senficive,  who  execrated  the 
perfidious  earl,   and  wou-ld  have  laid  his 
whole  fortune  at  the  feet  of  his  friend, 
had  there  been  a  probability  of  his  ac- 
cepting it;  but,   fearful  of  hurting  Au- 
brey,  he   confined  himfelf  to    hints  of 
having  money  in  his  banker's  hands,  and 
much  more  than  he  knew  what  to  do 
with,  refolving,  on  the  (lighten:  encou- 
ragement, to  offer  him  whatever  fum  he 
nr^ht  want.     He  was  vexed  at  finding 
nothing  from  Aubrey  tending  to  his  de- 
fign.     As  Aubrey  now  dealt  on  credit, 
he  was  iu  no  want  of  money  :  there  was 
dill  wine  in  his  cellar,  and   his  fupplies 
we  re  delivered  as  ufiml.     No  alteration 
at  firft  appeared  at  the  Parfonnge,  except 
one;  but  that  was  a  very  important  one, 
the  exclufion  of  company  at  let  dinners  : 
tea  and  evening  parries  were  all  they  in- 
dulged in,  and  thefe  more  for  the  fake 
VOL.  iv.  K  of 
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of  hofpitality  than  for  the  gratification 
they  afforded;  for  they  could  find  all 
that  was  necefiary  to  happinefs  in  their 
own  circle,  and  with  the  few  who,  like 
Senfitive,  was,  whtn  among  them,  con- 
fidered  as  one  of  it.  Of  thefe  Cowper 
and  his  family  flood  foremcft  ;  for, 
though  the  ladies  had  not  yet  met,  Cow- 
per, Edmund,  and  Arthur,  had  com- 
pletely endeared  them  to  the  Aubreys. 

Mr.  Cowper  had  feveral  times  in- 
tended to  carry  his  fitter  and  niece  over 
to  Mariton  ;  but  his  avocations,  and  per- 
haps his  reluctance  to  incurring  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  long  journey,  had  hitherto 
prevented  it:  he  was  now,  however, 
determined  by  the  "difappointment  the 
Aubreys  had  met  with,  to  delay  his  in- 
tention no  longer.  Leaving  Edmund  at 
Eden-bower  to  fuperintend  his  affairs, 
he  fet  out  in  the  beginning  of  May  with 
Mrs.  Smyth  and  Harriet.  Mrs.  Smyth 

had 
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had  long  relinquimed  every  idea  of  ever 
feeing   her   hufband    again,    had    com- 
pletely placed  all  her  happinefs  on  her 
children  and  on  her  friendfhip  with  her 
brother,   and  had   re  fumed  the  natural 
gaiety  of  her  difpofuion  from  .the  time 
(he  went  to  Eden -bower.     This  had  re- 
ctived  a  fevere  fhock   from -the  lofs  of 
her  niece,  whom  flic  loved  as  her  own 
daughter :  but  flic  had  again  recovered 
it  in  a  great  degree;  and,  if  fhe  were  not 
always  lively,  fiie  was  feldom  othenvife 
than  cheerful.     At  Leicc-ftcr  an  extraor- 
dinary occurrence  took  place,  that  again 
fhook    her   fpirits.     Mr.    Cowper   had 
fomc    bufinefs  to    tranfact    with    Mrs. 
Searle  ;  Harriet  had  gone  to  take  a  walk 
v.iih  Amelia  ;  and  Mrs.  Smyth  was  lefc 
by  herfett  writing  a  letter  in  a  front  par- 
lour of  the  inn.     From  the  inn-yard  a 
poft-chaife  drew  to  the  door,  as  if  to  take 
up  fomc  perfon.     Prefcntly  the  parlour- 
K  2  door 
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door   opened,    and    in  walked    a   man, 
whom  Mrs.  Smyth,  in  fpite  of  the  diffe- 
rence  of   drcis,    and    the    alteration   of 
countenance  produced  by  years,  imme- 
diately recognized  to   be  her  hufband. 
The  fuddcn  apparition  was  too  much  for 
her  to  bear  j  fhe  exclaimed,  "  Merciful 
€t  God  !"    and    dropt   down   upon   the 
floor,  bereft  of  fe.nfe.     When  fbe  came 
to  herfelf,  (he  found  Harriet  and  Amelia 
applying  falts  to  her  nole,   and   endea- 
vouiing   to   revive   her.     She  caft   her 
eyes  round   the  room,   and,   not  feeing 
'Smyth,    cried,    "   Where    is    he?''  — 
"  Who  ?  my  dear  mamma,"  faid  Har- 
rier, the  tears  running^down  her  cheeks. 
— lt  Did    you   fee    him  ?"    cried    Mrs. 
Smyth. — "  See  whom  ?"  replied   Har- 
riet.—" Your  father."— "  My  father  ! 
u  what  can   you   mean,    my  dear  mam- 
"  ma  ?  prav,  be  compof-d." — "  Where 
"  is   your  uncle  ?"   cried   Mrs.   Smyth 
5  cageri>  j 
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eagerly  ;  "  ring  the  be>l,  fend  for  him 
"  this  inftantj  call  the  waiter."  Ame- 
lia, terrified,  rang  the  bell.  "  No," 
fuid  Mrs.  Smyth,  <c  run  you,  make 
t(  hafte,  and  bring  hiin  ;  bring  my  bro* 
"  ther  to  me  immediately." — w<  Do  you 
"  ftay  with  your  mother,  my  love,"  laid 
Amelia  to  Harrier,  "  and  I  will  go  for 
<{  your  uncle."  Harriet  thanked  her, 
and  flic  went  away  as  faft  as  flie  couM 
walk.  The  waiter  meeting  Mils  Searlc 
at  the  door,  as  he  was  going  to  anfwcr 
the  bell,  was  defired  by  her  to  carry  in 
a  glafs  of  water  i  which  he  haflened  for, 
and  brought  to  Mrs.  Smyth  j  who, 
coming  more  to  herfelf  after  difpitching 
Mifs  Searlc  for  her  brother,  drank  [he 
water,  and  fuffered  the  nun  to  a  dill  her 
daughter  in  raifing  her  into  a  chair.  As 
flic  gained  ftren^tn,  me  began  to  lufptft 
tlut  the  apparition  of  her  hufband  w^s 
merely  an  illufion  of  the  brain ;  but 
K  7  from 
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from  this  apprehenfion  fhe  was  foon  re- 
lieved by  queftioning  the  landlady,  who 
returned  with  the  waiter,  and  who  in- 
formed her  that  Mr.  Smyth  dined  in  the 
houfe,  and  had  been  gone  about  half  an 
hour,  in  the  lad  chaife  that  drove  up  to 
the  door  on  the  other  fide  of  the  gate, 
way.  She  afked  if  he  had  come  into 
her  parlour  before  he  went.  The  land- 
lady faid  fhe  did  not  know,  but  that  ic 
was  not  unlikely  ;  for  it  was  a  very  com- 
mon miftake  to  go  into  one  room  of  an 
inn  inftead  of  another.  She  then  exa- 
mined her  as  to  his  figure,  v;hich  corre- 
fponded  nearly  with  the  defcription  fhe 
gave  of  it.  From  thefe  circumftances 
fhe  was  perfectly  convinced  that  fhe  had 
fetn  her  hufband ;  but,  alas!  fhe  was 
no  lefs  convinced  that  he  was  refolved 
not  to  acknowledge  her. 

Amelia  foon  returned,  bringing  both 
Mr.  Cowper  and  Mrs.  Searie.     On  the 

way. 
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way,  (he  had  explained  to  them,  thar, 
having  been  walking  with  Harriet  about 
an  hour,  flic  returned  with  her  to  the 
inn,  either  to  prevail  on  Mrs.  Smyth  to 
accompany  them,  the  evening  being  de- 
lightful, or  to  ftay  with  her;  that,  going 
into  the  parlour,  they  found  her  on  the 
floor  fcnfelefs;  on  which  they  had  called 
in  the  landlady,  who  affiftcd  for  fome 
time  to  bring  her  to  hcrfclf,  and  had 
only  left  them  a  few  minutes,  to  look  for 
ftronger  ialts,  when  me  revived  j  and 
that,  on  reviving,  flic  fpoke  of  having 
feen  her  hufband.  When  they  arrived, 
Mrs.  Smyth  was  perfectly  rcllored  to 
her  recollection  ;  and  her  relation  being 
corroborated  by  the  declaration  of  the 
landlady,  Mr.  Cowper  was  faiibfied  that 
the  figure  ihe  had  fcen  was  no  phantom. 
The  miflrefs  of  the  inn  was  again  fnm- 
moned,  and  queitioned  by  Cowper 
refpecling  Mr.  Smyth.  -  She  faid  that 
K.  4  (he 
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the  knew  him  very  well,  from  his  din- 
ing leveral  times  in  the  year  at  the  houfe 
witli  gentlemen  of  the  county,  and  occa- 
fionally  taking  a  bed  there  ;  that  he  was 
a  man  of  fortune,  having  a  very  fine 
cftate  near  Peterborough;  but  (he  had 
never  heard  of  his  being  married,  or  of 
his  having  been  abroad.  Mr.  Cowper 
then  inquired  with  whom  he  had  dined  j 
and  fLe  mentioned  feveral  gentlemen, 
v,  ith  one  of  whom  he  had  a  flight  ac- 
quaintance. Refolved  to  lofe  no  time  in 
purfuing  Srnych,  Mr.  Cowper  left  his 
filler  to  the  care  of  Mrs.  Searle,  and 
called  immediately  on  the  gentleman, 
whofe  name  was  Bowater.  The  infer- 
mation  he  received  from  him  tended  ra- 
ther to  weaken  than  confirm  the  idea 
of  the  perfon  in  queftion  being  his  fif- 
ter's-  hufband.  "  I  have  known  Smyth," 
faid  he,  c<  for  a  dozen  years  part.  He 
11  is  much  fuch  a  man  in  perfon  as  you 

"  defu-ibe, 
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"  defcribe,  allowing  for  the  difference 
"  of  years  and  tree  living.  He  is  a  bon 
"  vivant,  and  a  humourift.  He  i.ihe- 
"  rited  a  good  property  in  Norfolk 
"  when  he  came  of  age  j  and,  at  the 
"  death  of  an  uncle,  came  into  a  pretty 
"  little  eftate  in  Northamptonfhire,  near 
"  Peterborough,  fince  which  I  hwe 
"  been  acquainted  with  him.  I  under- 
"  (land  he  made  a  tour  on  the  Conti- 
'f  nent  in  the  early  part  of  his  life- ;  buc 
"  I  am  confident  he  was  never  imrrieJ. 
"  He  is  a  good-natured  oU  batchc-lor, 
ct  2nd  you  would  like  him  much."  This 
was  by  no  means  *he  character  of  the 
villain  whom  Co-wper  had  loft  fight  of 
for  near  twenty  years;  but,  as  no  other 
part  of  the  account  was  inconfiilent  with 
the  hiftory  of  him  at  Oporto,  it  was  not 
fufficient  to  deter  Mr.  Cowper  from  per- 
fevering  in  hisdefign  of  afccrtaining  the 
truth  by  his  own  eves,  \\hich  he  com- 
K  5  muiicaied 
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municated  to  Mr.  Bowater,  at  the  fame 
time  begging  his  afiiftance  in  proceeding 
\vith  propriety.  t(  If  you  are  cleter- 
cr  mined  upon  it,"  faid  Mr0  Bowater, 
"  Til  give  you  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
"  him  i  and  you  had  better  fet  off  at 
"  once  and  overtake  him  at  the  next 
"  ftage ,  where  he  means  to  deep :  it  is 
<f  not  eight  o'clock,  and  he  has  not 
"  been  gone  an  hour.'*  Mr.  Cowper 
accepted  the  offer  j  and,  leaving  Mr. 
Bowater  to  write  the  letter,  went  to  or- 
der a  chaile. 

While  the  horfcs  were  putting  to,  he 
fat  with  hisfifter,  whom  he  comforted  in 
the  mod  affcdlionate  manner.  The  more 
he  reflected  on  the  account  he  had  heard 
of  Smyth,  the  more  he  was  puzzled ; 
and,  though  he  was  too  much  impreffed 
with  the  circumftances  of  his  being  feen 
by  his  wife,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  for- 
tune, to  relinquiih  the  belief  of  this  being 

the 
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the  man  j  yet  he  was  perplexed  with 
the  character  Mr.  Bowater  had  given 
of  him.  The  concealment  of  his  mar- 
riage was  eafily  reconciled  to  the  brutal 
difpofition  of  his  brother-in-law,  but 
not  fo  eafily  to  the  good  nature  af- 
cribed  to  him  by  his  friend :  and,  «ven 
fuppofing  a  favourable  change  had  taken 
place  in  his  difpofition,  and  that,  being 
weaned  from  his  family  by  length  of 
time  and  other  connexions,  he  indolent- 
ly lived  on  without  being  difturbed  by 
thoughts  of  his  injurtice ;  yet  to  meet  his 
wife,  rcfufe  to  acknowledge  her,  and 
leave  her  fcnfclefs  on  the  floor,  befpoke 
no  fuch  alteration.  There  was  an  obf- 
curity  in  the  fubjecl,  and  Cowper  could 
not  doubt  for  a  moment  that  it  behoved 
him  to  clear  it  up.  Meanwhile,  Mr. 
Bowater  had  written  the  following  letter 
to  Mr.  Smyth  :  "  Dear  Smyth,  I  beg 
"  leave  to  introduce  Mr.  Cowper  to 
K  6  "  you, 
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"  you,  a  gentleman  who  claims  the  ho* 
<c  nour  of  being  your  brother-in-law. 
"  So,  you  are  a  very  pretty  fellow,  Mr. 
*f  Smyth,  to  be  caught  by  the  fine  eyes 
tc  of  Harriet  Cowper  at  Oporto,  to 
"  marry  her,  and  then  leave  her  with 
ft  two  children  twenty  years  ago.  The 
"  fact  is,  my  dear  Smyth,  that  Cowper 
"  and  his  filler  have  been  very  ill  uied 
"  by  a  perfon  of  your  name,  who  in- 
<{  thralled  -him  in  an  intrigue  with  a 
c'  Portuguefe  beauty  named  Seraphina 
"  de  Monoctlla,  and,  rmrrykig  his  fif- 
"  ter,  deferted  her  and  his  children  about 
"  eighteen  months  after  the  marriage. 
"  They  have  never  been  able  to  difcover 
<c  him  fince,  till  this  very  day,  when  he 
*'  was  detected  in  your  perfon,  by  your 
"  happening  to  go  into  the  parlour  where 
"  Mrs.  Smyth  was.  Believing  all  this 
"  to  be  a  millake,  I  have  told  Cowper 
"  who  you  are,  and,  as  he  is  bent  on 

"  fitif- 
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"  fatisfying  his  own  eyes,  I  have  given 
"  him  this  letter  ro  you  at  his  rtrqueft. 
"  He  is  a  worthy  creature  ;  and  you 
"  will  have  the  pleafure  of  making  him 
"  laugh  over  this,  at  a  good  (upper. 
"  Yours  fincerely, 

"  THO.  BOWATER." 

This  letter  was  written  and  fealed  be- 
fore the  return  of  Mr.  Cowper,  who, 
Impatient  to  be  gone,  (lopped  only  to 
receive  it,  and  then  ordered  the  boy  to 
drive  on  to  Okeham.  On  the  way,  he  re- 
volved the  circumftances  in  his  mind, 
and,  before  he  reached  the  town,  had 
woiked  himfclf  into  a  certainty  that  he 
wab  about  to  meet  the  dire  enemy  of  his 
life.  He  examined  his  heart,  and  found 
it  purified  from  every  fentiment  of  re- 
venge:  in  his  purfuit  he  was  aftuated 
folely  by  the  dtfire  of  doing  juftice  to  his 
fitter  and  her  children.  If  Smyth  were 

ftili 
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dill  as  bafe  as  when  he  refidcd  at 
Oporto,  his  patrimonial  property  might 
prove  to  be  frttled  j  and,  if  not,  ftill 
he  might  be  compelled  to  allow  his  wife 
a  fupport,  adequate  to  his  fituation  in 
life :  but,  at  all  events,  Mr.  Cowper 
determined  to  aft  coolly,  and  rather  to 
foothe  than  to  irritate  him.  The  road 
being  very  hilly,  it  was  paft  ten  o'clock 
before  he  arrived  atOkeham,  where  the 
firft  thing  he  did  was  to  inquire  for  Mr. 
Smyth  ;  and  was  told  that  he  was  juft 
gone  up  to  his  bed- room.  Anxious  to 
fee  him,  and  refolved  not  to  deep  before 
his  mind  was  at  reft,  he  defired  the  land- 
lord to  carry  up  Mr.  Bo  water's  letter, 
and  to  tell  him  that  the  gentleman  who 
brought  it  begged  earneftly  to  fee  him 
before  he  went  to  bed. 

Having  fhown  Mr.  Cowper  into  a 
room,  the  landlord  went  to  execute  his 
conimiffion.  He  was  gone  fome  time, 

during 
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during  which  Cowper' s  patience  was  not 
a  little  tried.  At  length  he  returned, 
and  faid,  that  the  gentleman  was  unwell, 
and  could  fee  nobody  that  night.  "  I 
"  am  Jure,"  laid  Cowptr,  "  that  he 
"  would  fee  me,  let  him  be  ever  fo  ill, 
"  if  he  knew  of  what  importance  it  was." 
— "  Why  truly,  fir,"  replied  Boniface, 
"  ic  muft  be  something  of  importance ; 
"  for  I  never  faw  a  man  turn  wild  fo  all 
"  of  a  fudden  as  Mr.  Smyth  when  he 
"  read  the  letter  j  he  jumped  from  one 
"  fide  of  the  room  to  the  other,  calling 
"  Cowper,  Cowper,  over  and  over  again. 
"  I  verily  believe  he  is  mad." — "  Show 
"  me  to  his  door}"  cried  Cowper,  more 
and  more  convinced  of  the  identity  of 
Smyth  j  "  I  have  but  to  fay  a  word  to 
"  him,  and  I  am  clear  he  will  admit 
"  me  :  fliow  me  the  way." — "  By  all 
IC  means,  fir,"  replied  the  landlord  ; 
who,  taking  up  a  candle,  lighted  Mr. 

Cowper 
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Cowper  up  ftairs  to  Mr.  Smyth's  door. 
He  tried  the  lock  without  ceremony, 
and,  finding  the  door  open  to  his  touch, 
walked  into  the  chamber,  where  he  faw 
Mr.  Smyth  in  his  fhirt,  {landing  at  the 
glafs,  blacking  his  eye-brows  and  the 
lines  of  his  face  with  a  burnt  cork.  No 
fboner,  however,  was  Mr.  Cowper  in 
the  chamber,  than  he  threw  down  the 
cork,  and  jumping  into  bed,  pulled  the 
clothes  over  his  face.  "  This  is  too 
"  much,  fir,"  cried  Cowper ;  "  but  I 
"  want  no  farther  proof.  Landlord, 
"  leave  the  room  j  I  have  fomething  to 
"  fay  to  this  gentleman  in  private."— 
"  Oh,  no  !"  faid  Mr.  Smyth,  in  a  rough 
feigned  voice,  "  oh,  no  !  he  will  mur- 
tf  der  me  !" — "  I  never  faw  a  gentleman 
"  fo  frightened  in  all  my  life,"  faid  the 
landlord  to  Mr.  Cowper  ;  f;  you  had 
"  betfer  leave  him  till  to-morrow,  fir." 
Mr.  Cowper  began  to  believe  that  the 

fudden 
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fudden  fight  of  his  filter,  and  the  equilly 
fuddcn  intelligence  of  his  being  at  the 
inn,  together  with  his  coming  into  the 
chamber  without  his  permifTion,  had 
really  had  an  effe;ft  upon  Smyth's  brain; 
he  therefore  fpoke  to  him  in  the  gen- 
tleit  and  kindeft  manner :  "  Come,  Mr. 
«'  Smyth/'  laid  he,  "  let  not  this  affect 
"  you  too  much  :  we  arc  now  both 
"  older,  and  are,  I  hope,  wifcrand  better 
<;  men  than  we  were  twenty  years  ago." 
Smyth  groaned  j  and,  peeping  over  the 
bed-clothes,  cried  ou:,  in  the  fame  rough 
voice  :  "  Go,  go."  There  was  but  lic- 
tle  light  in  the  room  j  yet  Cowper 
thought  he  perceived,  beneath  the  cork 
marks,  the  features  of  the  villain  who 
had  ruined  him,  and  he  fhiuldered  at 
the  recollection.  He  faw  the  face,  how- 
ever, but  fora  moment,  for  Smyth  calling 
out,  <l  Cowper!  Harriet!  Scraphina  !  ' 
again  plugged  beneath  the  clothes. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe  exclamations  fatisfied  Mr.  Cow- 
per  that  he  had  at  lad  found  the  huf- 
band  of  his  fitter ;  and,  fearing  that  his 
continuing  by  him  might  complete  the 
derangement  of  a  guilty  confcience,  he- 
withdrew,  defiring  the  landlord  to  at- 
tend to  him,  and  faying  that  he  would 
•wait  to  converfe  with  him  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  he  hoped  to  find  him  com* 
pofed. 

Having  eat  a  light  fupper,  Mr.  Cow- 
per  fat  with  a  little  wine  and  water  be- 
fore him,  ruminating  on  the  difference 
in  the  characters  of  men,  and  on  the 
event  that  hadjuft  taken  place,  when  the 
landlord  came  into  the  room,? and  faid, 
that  Mr.  Blount  the  furgeonWould  be 
glad  to  fpeak  to  him.  "  I  know  no  fuch 
"  perfon,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper  ;  "  what 
«'  can  he  want  with  me  ?" — u  Sir,"  an- 
fwered  the  landlord,  "  feeing  Mr.  Smyth 
"  was  fo  bad,  I  retched  him  of  my  own 

"  accord.." 
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«  accord"—"  Oh !  by  all  means,"  faid 
Mr.  Cowper,  "  let  him  come  in."  The 
door  was  opened,  and  in  came  the  doc- 
tor. He  was  a  tall  man,  with  a  quick 
eye,  and  a  projecting  under-lip,  which 
having  the  correfpondent  mufcles  of  the 
upper-lip  drawn  towards  the  cheeks, 
feemed  to  mark  his  countenance  with  a 
fettled,  fignificant  fmile.  It  was  one  of 
thofe  countenances  that  conftantly  in- 
cline a  fpeclator  to  laugh,  and  is  the  bed 
auxiliary  a  wag  can  have.—"  The  gen- 
"  tleman,  fir,  will  do  very  well,"  faid  the 
facetious  doctor,  "  very  well  indeed.  I 
"  have  bled  him  copiouQy,  clapped  a  blik 
"  ter  on  the  occiput,  and  ordered  him  a 
"  gentle  cathartic  :  he  will  do  very  well, 
*'  very  well  indeed.  I  find  he  has  been 
"  abroad,  firj  talks  Portuguefe  like  the 
"  very  mouth  of  the  Tagus.  His  ideas 
c<  run  upon  a  Donna  Scraphina,  and  he 
"  talks  of  a  Harriet  Cowper.  I  take  it," 

"  fir, 


zi*  AUBREY. 

"  fir,  he  muft  have  had  fome  fatal  love 
tr  affair  with  that  Donna  that  dwells 
"  upon  his  mind." — "  Pray  fir,'*  faid 
Mr.  Cowper,  "  did  you  know  Mr. 
"  Smyth  before  ?"— "  Smyth  of  Walf- 
<f  ham  in  Norfolk  !  of  Widrington  Park 
c<  in  Northamptonfhire  !  know  him  ?" 
cried  the  do&or;  "  odd's  fifh,  fir,  does 
tc  a  beggar  know  his  difh  ?  I  have 
"  known  him  ever  fincc  I  was  a  boy : 
<r  he  is  about  my  own  age.  He  has  a 
"kinck,  fir:  this  is  not  the  firft  time  I 
"  have  found  phlebotomy  and  Spanifh 
"  flies  proper  for  his  temperament." — 
(t  Allow  me,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper,  "  to 
"  afk  you,  as  you  have  known  him  fo 
<c  long,  whether  you  remember  his  liv- 
**  ing  fomc  time  in  Portugal,  and  whe- 
ft  ther  you  ever  heard  of  his  being  mar- 
<c  ried." — "  He  was  in  Portugal  a  long 
"  while,"  replied  Dr.  Blount,  "  but  ne- 
c<  ver  married :  yet  one  v.ould  imagine 

"  from 
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"  from  his  harping  upon  marriage  as  he 
"  did  to-night,  that  he  had  bern  in- 
"  thralled  in  fome  untoward  match  of 
"  th.-uTort :  '  Doctor,'  fii-.l  he  to  me,  as 
"  he  was  going  to  fwallow  the  cathartic, 

*  I'll    give  you   Rochcflcr's  toaft  on  a 

*  certain  marriage : 

"  Here's  to  Kate, 

"  Our  fovercign's  mate, 
"  Of  the  royal  houTeof  Lilbon  ; 

"  But  ihe  Devil  take  Hyde, 

"  And  the  bilhop  befide, 
"  Thac  made  her  bone  his  bone.' 

"  I  take  if,  fir,  he  commirted  fome 
"  prank  with  that  Donna  Srnphina, 
"  which,  fome  way  or  other,  prevented 
"  his  ever  tliinking  of  marrying  in  Eng- 
"  land  ;  and  that'*  a  pity,  for  his  wealth, 
"  Sir,  is  irnmenfe,  immenfe/' — {<  Do 
<c  ycju  think,  dodtor,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper, 
"  that  the  wandering  of  his  inttlltfl  will 
•c  be  of  Ihort  duration  ?" — "  Over  al- 

'«  ready, 
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<f  ready,  fir,"  replied  the  facetious  fur- 
geon,  "  or  he  could  not  have  repeated 
"  the  poetical  toaft :  over  already,  but 
"  he  muft  not  be  difturbed  any  more  to- 
ft  night  j  he  will  be  as  well  in  the  morn- 
<f  ing  as  ever  he  was  in  his  life." — u  I 
ct  hope  it  will  be  fo,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper  j 
tf  for  I  have  bufinefs  of  importance  with 
<c  him." — "  By  all  means,"  cried  the 
doclor  j  <c  only  let  him  have  his  reft  out. 
<f  You  look  pale,  good  fir,"  continued 
he,  feizing  Mr.  Cowper's  wrift,  and  feel- 
ing his  pulfc :  "  no ;  only  a  little  fmk- 
((  ing  from  agitation  and  fatigue."  He 
then  took  up  a  wine-glafs,  and  pouring 
fome  wine  and  water  into  it  from  Mr. 
Cowper's  goblet,  drew  a  vial  from  his 
breeches-pocket,  and  put  about  a  tea- 
fpoonful  of  its  contents  into  the  glafs, 
faying  :  "  this  will  fet  all  to  rights  ;  it  is 
"  a  capital  cordial  ;  I  always  carry  it 
"about  me.  It  will  comfort  and  re- 

<c  frcfli 
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<c  frcfh  you  beyond  every  thing."  Mr. 
Cowper  fmilcd,  an.l  fwJbwed  it  with- 
out making  the  leaf!  objection.  The 
doctor  then  advifing  him  to  y;o  to  bed 
foon,  wilhed  him  a  good  night,  and 
withdrew.  His  laughable  countenance 

D 

left  a  ftrong  imprefiion  on  MJ*.  Cowper, 
who,  as  foon  as  he  was  gone,  gave  way 
to  the  ludicrous  effect  of  it,  and  laughed 
heartily.  He  foon  after  felt  himfelf 
drowfy,  and  went  to  bed,  giving  an  or- 
der to  be  called  very  early. 

When  he  woke  next  day,  he  obferved 
his  window-curtains  drawn  up,  and  the 
fun  fbining  into  the  room  full  from  the 
fouth :  he  looked  at  his  watch,  and  it 
corroborated,  with  mechanical  precifion, 
the  evidence  ot  the  fun  j  it  was  near  one 
o'clock :  he  had  flept  almoft  fourteen 
hours.  He  rang  the  bell  violently  ;  and 
a  waiter  coming  in,  he  afked  why  he 
had  not  been  called  as  he  dcfired.  The 

waiter 
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waiter  afiured  him  that  the  chamber- 
maid had  called  him  at  feven  o'clock, 
and  that  he  himfelf  had  come  into  the 
rcom  at  nine,  and  drawn  up  his  curtains. 
Mr.  Cowper  now  prrctived  that  he  had 
limply  fuffered  himftlf  to  be  the  obje<5l 
of  a  trick,  which  he  did  not  doubt  was 
concerted  between  Smyth  an  J  his  dodor. 
He  no  longer  gave  faith  to  his  feigned 
derange menr,  or  to  the  furgeon's  opera- 
tions ;  he  was  certain  that  Smyth  fir  ft 
meant  to  difguife  himfelf,  but  that  hav- 
irg  foolifhly  betrayed  his  perfon  by  the 
mention  of  Seraphina  and  his  fifter  in 
his  pretended  madnefs,  had  determined 
to  part  without  any  explanation.  He 
dreifed  himfelf,  and,  going  to  his  room 
below,  fcnt  for  the  landlord,  whom  he 
afked  for  Mr.  Smyth  ;  and  was  in- 
formed, that  he  and  Mr.  Blount  went 
away  together  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morniag,  but  that  he  had  left  his  com- 
pliments 
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pliments  and  a  letter  for  Mr.  Cowper  to 
carry  to  Leictftcr.  The  letter  was  di- 
re&ed  to  Mr.  Bovvater.  Mr.  Cowper 
had  too  great  a  command  of  himfelf,  and 
poffefled  too  much  good  fenfe,  to  expofe 
the  affair  farther  at  the  inn  :  he  was  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  both  of  the  perfon  and 
unaltered  bafenefs  of  Smyth,  and,  know- 
ing now  who  he  was,  and  where  to  find 
him,  he  thought  it  necdiefs  to  purfue 
him  farther  at  prefent  j  he  therefore  took 
fome  refrefhment,  ordered  his  chaife, 
and  returned  to  Leicefter. 

He  ftnt  a  porter  with  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Bowaterj  while  he  ftaid  and  re- 
lated his  adventure  to  his  fifter,  *vhom 
he  confoled  as  well  as  he  could,  and  af- 
fured  that  he  would  now  fee  juftice  done 
to  her.  He  had  hardly  finifhed  his 
(lory,  uhen  he  received  the  following 
note  from  Mr.  Bowater,  inclofing 
Smvth's  letter  to  him :  «  Dear  fir,  I 
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"  think  it  necefiTary  to  fend  you  the  in- 
tc  cloftrd,  that  you-may  be  convinced  how 
"  entirely  you  are  miftaken  in  Mr. 
ct  Smyth  j  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
"  before  I  have  the  pltafure  of  feeing 
<f  you  together  at  my  houfe.  I  am," 
&c.  — "  It  is  not  the  villain's  hand," 
faid  Cowper,  looking  at  the  letter  from 
Smyth,  which  was  as  follows : 

"  Dear  Bowater, 

"  "When  your  friend  Mr.  Cowper  fent 
*c  me  your  letter  Jaft  night  I  was  gone 
"  up  to  bed,  and  in  one  of  thofe  unac- 
<f  countable  fits  you  have  fometimes  feen 
"  me  overtaken  with.  I  would  have  pofl- 
"  poned  meeting  him  till  the  morning ; 
te  but  he  broke  abruptly  into  my  cham- 
4C  ber.  He  was  polite  enough,  how- 
*c  ever,  to  leave  me,  on  finding  the  un- 
<{  comfortable  ftate  I  was  in.  Perhaps 
"  he  was  fatisfied  that  I  am  not  the 

"  perfon 
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*f  perfon  he  fuppofcd ;  though  I  think 
*'  he  could  hardly  have  feen  enough  of 
"  me  to  diftinguifli  properly.  I  waited 
<f  a  confiderable  time  this  morning  in 
"  hope  of  feeing  him  ;  but  finding  that 
(f  he  preferred  his  bed,  I  concluded  he 
ff  was  convinced,  and  I  fet  out  from 
"  Okcham,  it  being  neceffary  that  I 
"  (hould  get  to  Peterborough  early.  I 
"  affure  you  that  I  do  not  know  Mr. 
«'  Cowper,  and  I  never  was  at  Oporto, 
"  though  I  have  been  at  Lifbon.  If  he 
"  mould  have  any  doubt  remaining  on 
"  his  mind,  it  will  be  eafily  removed 
"  next  time  I  come  to  Leicefter,  where 
"  I  mall  have  great  pleafure  in  laughing 
"  the  matter  over  with  him  at  your 
"  table.  At  prefent  I  am  going  from 
"  Widrington  Park  immediately  into 
"  Norfolk,  thence  to  London,  and  Hea« 
"  ven  knows  where.  I  am  too  unwell 
"  this  morning  to  ufe  the  pen  myfelf."— 
L  2  ["  Ob  ! 
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["  Cb  !  you  are!"  exclaimed  Mr.  Cow- 
per;  «  I thought  it  would  be '/*."] — <e  I 
"  am  too  unwell  this  morning  to  life  the 
"  pen  my'elf;  and  the  doftor  who  is  with 
"  me  kindly  writes  what  I  di<5tar.e.  I'll 
"  trouble  you  with  my  compliments  to 
<f  Mr.  Cowper. 

"  Yours  fincerely, 

"  E.  S." 

"  Compliments  to  Mr.  Cowper!" 
exclaimed  Cowper  j  "  what  a  foul  mud 
*f  this  man  have  !  not  fatisfitd  with  his 
"  villainy,  he  adds  infult  to  injury."  It 
was  clear  to  him  that  Mr.  Smyth  was 
refolved  to  avoid  him,  and  that  it  would 
at  prefent  be  very  dUEcult,  or  rather  im- 
poflibie,  to  force  him  to  an  interview; 
he  therefore  contented  himfcif  with  fend- 
ing  the  letter  back  to  Mr.  B  . water,  in 
a  note,  in  which  he  merely  laid  that  he 
was  fatisfkd.  Having  concluded  the 

bufmefs 
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bufinefs  he  had  with  Mrs.  Searle,  he, 
his  filter,  and  niece,  took  leave  of  her 
and  of  Amelia,  and  proceeded  to  Mari- 
ton.  On  the  road  they  talked  of  the 
extraordinary  event  that  had  happened  ; 
and  Mr.  Cowper  lamented  that  he  was 
not  in  the  parlour  at  the  time  Smyth 
came  in.  Mrs.  Smyth  bore  her  lot  with 
patience,  nor  ever  formed  a  with  for  a 
re-union  with  him :  but  Harriet,  poor 
Harriet,  frequently  fighed,  and  faid,  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  that  it  was  a  hard  fate 
to  be  deferted  by  a  father.  "  You  have 
"  never  known  the  want  of  one,  Har- 
"  rict,"  faid  Mrs.  Smyth.—"  No,  in- 
"  deed,"  replied  Harriet,  leaning  on  her 
uncle's  neck,  "  I  never  ha"e  :  my  uncle 
"  has  been  as  the  kindeft  of  fathers  to 
"  me  ;  yet,  to  be  forfaken  by  the  author 
<c  of  my  life  !  O !  uncle  !  is  it  not  a 
c<  very,  very  painful  thought  ?" — <c  It  is, 
4C  it  is,  my  dear  Harriet,"  replied  Mr. 
L  3  Cowper  j 
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Cowper;  "  but  it  is  a  lefs  evil  than 
"  being  under  the  dominion  of  a  bad 
"  man."  He  then  turned  the  converfa- 
tion  on  their  friends  at  the  parfonage  at 
Mariton,  renewed  his  counfels  to  her  rc- 
fpecting  the  pafiions  in  general,  and  par- 
ticularly cautioned  her  to  keep  a  guard 
on  her  heart  againft  that  which  led  to 
marriage.  He  was  ftill  fpeaking  to  her 
on  the  fubjed:  when  the  chaife  (topped 
at  the  parfonage  door,  and  Arthur  flew 
up  to  it  to  hand  them  our.  Never  was 
joy  more  fincere  than  that  which  fpread 
through  the  houfe  on  the  meeting  of  the 
families ;  it  was  the  meeting  of  affec- 
tionate brothers  and  fillers.  Seme  little 
regret  obtruded  itfelf  generally  for  the 
nec(  flity  of  Edmund's  abfence  ;  and  it 
was  greatefi:  perhaps  in  the  bofoms  of 
Arthur  and  Emily,  but  it  was  not  vifible : 
nor  did  Mr.  Cowper  fuffer  that  which 
he  felt  for  Aubrey's  difappointment  to  be 

per- 
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perceived.      Though   he   had    feldom 
been  in  company  with  Senfitive,  he  was 
not  unknown  to  him  j  he  was  glad  to 
fee  him  at  Mariton,  and  cordially  (hook 
hands  with  him :  he  treated  him  as  one 
of  the  family,  and  freely  related  before 
him  the  conduct  of  Smyth.,  and  the  whole 
adventure  that  had  lately  occurred  with 
him.     The  circumftance  created  great 
furprife  j    and  Aubrey  at  firft  was  for 
purfuinghim  immediately  from  place  to 
place,  and  hunting  him  down  like  a  wild 
beaft  :  but  he   was  convinced   by  Mr. 
Cowper  that  it  would  be  time  loft,  as 
the   procefs  of  the  ecclcfiaftical  court 
would  more  eafily  effect  all  that  could 
be  obtained :  and,  as  he  mould  alfo  ap- 
ply to  the  courts  of  common  law  for 
near  twenty  years'  maintenance,  the  vil- 
lain  might,  in   the  mean  time,  unpur- 
fued  by  him,  run  from  pillar  to  poit  to 
avoid  him. 

L  4  When 
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When  more  -interefting  communica- 
tions permitted,  Aubrey  informed  Mr. 
Covvper  of  the  tricks  that  were  played 
at  the  caftle  to  frighten  the  country  peo- 
ple.    The  aclors  in  the  farce  had  defift- 
ed   from    exhibiting   them    during   the 
winter;  but  they  had  re-appeared  a  few 
days     before    Mr.    Cowper's     arrival. 
There  was  no  likelihood  of  their  being 
detected  in  the  fact,  as  they  only  made 
their  appearance  at  long  intervals,  when 
all  expectation  of  them   had  fubfided  : 
their  manoeuvres  were  fhort,  and  they 
were  gone  before  any  body  could  reach 
the  caftle.     This  information  led   Mr. 
Cowper  and  Senfitive  fcparately   to  go 
feveral  days  to  examine  the  caftle  mi- 
nutely :  neither  of  them  could  trace  any 
thing  that  might  lead  to  a  difcovery. 
One  evening,  when  the  whole  party  had 
been  out  walking  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  country,  Senfitive,  loitering  be- 
hind 
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hind  the  reft  with  Arthurina,  was  at- 
tracted by  the  figure  of  a  well-drefled 
man  on  horfcbackafcendinga  hill,  which 
they  were  going  down.  At  firft  Senfi- 
tive  doubted  his  eyes;  but  was  foon 
convinced  that  they  did  not  deceive  him. 
It  was  a  man  who  hid  been  a  penfioner 
of  his  for  feveral  months;  a  beggar, 
whom  he  had  firft  cafually  relieved,  and 
whofe  pitiful  ftory  having  caught  his  at- 
tention, induced  him  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  it.  Proving  partly  true  was 
fufficient  to  intereft  fuch  a  heart  as  Sen- 
fuive's:  he  recommended  him  to  work, 
for  his  fupport,  procured  him  work, 
and,  as  he  had  a  family,  gave  him  pe- 
riodically fome  money.  For  more  than 
a  twelvemonth  pad  he  had  abfconded, 
leaving  his  wife  and  children  on  the 
parifh.  "  Brookes!"  cried  Senfitive, 
looking  him  full  in  the  face.  There 
is  a  chord  in  the  frame  of  man  which, 
L  5  unlcfs 
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unlefs  he  be  defcended  to  a  truly  diabo- 
lical (late,  never  fails  to  vibrate  to  the 
touch  of  gratitude  j  a  chord  which  no 
power  but  that  of  Lucifer  himfeif  ever 
broke.    Brookes,  electrified  at  the  fight 
.and  voice  of  Senfitive,  forgetful  of  his 
fituation,  fprang  from  his  horfe,  bowed 
to  his  benefactor,  and  faid  he  hoped  he 
faw  him  well.     Senfitive  entered  into 
converfation  with  him,  Arthurina  having 
gone  on  to  join  the  party.     Never  ex- 
p&cting  to  meet   any  one   who   could 
.know  him  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
he  had  ftudied  no  (lory ;  and,  when  Sen- 
fitive queftioned  him  as  to  his  clothes, 
horfe,   and  appearance   altogether,    he 
gave  a  bungling,  contradictory  account 
of  himfeif.     This  determined  Senfitive 
to  fecure  him.     "  Mr.  Brookes,"  faid 
he,  laying'.hold  of  the  bridle  of  his  horfe, 
*«  you  and  I  mud  have  a  little  farther 
"  talk  :  return  with  me  ;  you  may  dill 

;  >  find 
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ff  find  me  of  fervice  to  you  :  but,  if  you 
<c  make  any  oppofuion,  you  will  have 
t(  caufe  to  repent  it." — "  You  can'c 
"  charge  me  with  any  crime,  fir,"  faid 
Brookes,  with  a  countenance  that  be- 
trayed guilt. — "  Brookes,"  replied  Sen- 
fuive,  fifting  him,  "  I  know  more  than 
"  you  fuppole  j  both  you  and  your  ac- 
"  complices  are  now  in  my  power. ,  I 
"  would  rather  fave  you  than  hang  you  j 
"  but  that  mufl.  depend  upon  yourfelf." 
Brookes's  confciencc  afliiling  this  ftrata- 
gem,  he  exclaimed,  with  a  terrified  look; 
"  For  God's  fake,  fir,  have  mercy  upon 
<c  me  !"_«  If  I  find,"  faid  Senfitive, 
"  that  you  make  an  honeft  and  full  con- 
"  feffion,  no  harm  fhall  come  to  you,  on 
"  your  determining  to  forfake  your  evil 
"  ways,  and  to  return  and  fupport  your 
"  family  ;  nay,  I  will  exert  myfelf  to 
"  put  you  in  a  good  iituation :  but  if 
"  you  attempt  to  deceive  me,  whicli 
L  6  '*  you 
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<f  you  cannot,  I  repeat  to  you,  that  you 
<f  will  repent  it."  Brookes,  not  doubt- 
ing that  Senfitive  was  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  his  iniquitous  practices, 
threw  himfelf  entirely  on  his  mercy,  and 
confefied  the  criminal  refource  by  which 
he  was  furnifhed  with  the  fupplies  that 
fupported  him  in  a  flate  of  comparative 
affluence.  How  furprifed  was  Senfitive 
to  find,  in  this  confeffion,  a  clue  to  the 
hiftory  of  the  Caftle  Ghofts !  A  large 
fubterranean  chamber,  unknown  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Mariton,  had  been  acci- 
dently  discovered  by  fome  villains,  from 
a  flue  which  led  into  the  kitchen-chim- 
ney. It  was  confidered  as  a  fecure  place 
for  the  purpofe  of  coining  money  and 
forging  bank-notes.  Ail  traces  of  the 
flue  was  deftroyed,  and  a  concealed  en- 
trance made  into  the  chamber ;  the  ne- 
ceflary  implements  were  conveyed  into 
it  in  the  night  time ;  and  for  fome  years 
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a  gang  cf  villains  had  met  there  at  dated 
times  to  carry  on  their  work.  Finding 
that  the  country  people  made  the  cattle 
a  common  walk,  the  old  device  of  keep- 
ing them  away  by  their  fuperftitious  ter- 
rors, was  reforted  to;  and  nitre,  gun- 
powder, and  pafteboard  figures,  pro- 
duced at  a  diftance  the  effect  propofcd. 
Thefe  fire-works  were  never  played  off 
but  once  at  a  time,  and  that  never  about 
the  period  that  the  bufinefs  was  going  on, 
being  merely  intended  to  keep  up  the 
notion  of  the  caftle  being  haunted;  and, 
in  order  that  only  a  few  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  might  fee  the  apparitions, 
care  was  taken  to  exhibit  them  when 
the  whole  neighbourhood  was  fuppofed 
to  be  afleep,  a  few  excepted,  who  were 
previoufly  excited,  by  arts  made  ufe  of, 
to  watch.  The*  report  of  thefe  kept  the 
flory  fufficiently  alive.  The  hue  and 
cry  ihat  was  raifcd  had  alarmed  them, 

and 
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and  it  was  even  propofed  to  remove  j 
but  the  difficulty  of  finding  another 
place,  and  the  danger  of  tranfporting 
their  implements,  had  determined  them 
to  continue  at  the  caftle  ;  and  perfever- 
ing  in  an  occafional  difplay  of  ghofts  was 
held  to  be  a  necefiary  expedient.  The 
leader  of  the  gang  was  a  clever  man  and 
a  gentleman  j  he  kept  the  accounts,  and 
fent  the  money  and  notes  to  different 
agents  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  reckoned  very  fairly  with  the  aflb- 
ciates,who  were  all  getting  rich;  Brookes 
for  one,  who  now  made  no  fcruple  to 
name  his  accomplices,  the  chief  of  whom 
was  a  Mr.  Strange,  a  good  natured 
merry  man,  who  had  admitted  him  at 
the  requeft  of  an  acquaintance,  that  had 
been  a  good  while  among  them. 

Senfitive,  leading  th%  horfe,  and  at- 
tended by  Brookes,  followed  his  friends 
to  the  parfonagej  and  their  furprife  at 

the 
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the  repetition  of  this  talc,  was  not  Jefs 
than  his  own  when  he  firft  heard  it. 
Brookes,  being  now  ready  to  comply 
with  all  he  was  defired  to  do,  undertook 
to  difcover  the  entrance  to  the  fubterra- 
nean  chamber  j  and  the  gentlemen  were 
about  to  iffue  forth,  when  Mr.  Elton  was 
announced  ;  on  which  Brookes  was  de- 
fired  to  remain  with  Csefar  till  the  ftory 
was  told  to  that  gentleman,  whom  Au- 
brey propofed  to  take  with  them.  He 
was  greatly  furprifed  on  finding  Mr. 
Cowper  and  Senfitive  at  the  parfonage; 
but,  as  they  received  him  well,  and  as 
Arthur  feemed,  in  gratitude  for  his  rid- 
ding him  fo  completely  of  Lady  Sudley, 
to  forget  the  vain  boaft  he  had  made  of 
kindnefs  to  his  family,  he  foon  found 
himfelf  fupported  by  his  effrontery  and 
good  fpirits,  tilj^.ubrey  began  to  relate 
the  ftory  of  the  caftle  ghofts,  when  he 
appeared  confounded.  As  foon  as  it  was 

con- 
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concluded,  he  looked  at  his  watch,  with- 
out faying  a  word  on  the  fubject,  ex- 
preflcd  great  furprife  at  his  miftaking 
the  hour,  regretted  he  could  not  accom- 
pany the  party,  and  requefted  that  his 
horfe  might  be  brought  to  the  door  im- 
mediately. As  he  patted  through  the 
hall,  he  darted  a  furious  look  at  Brookes, 
who  was  fitting  there,  fprang  into  his 
faddle,  and  galloped  off,  before  the  ailo- 
nifhed  coiner  had  time  to  inform  the 
company  at  the  parfonage,  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  no  other  than  the  agreeable 
Mr.  Strange,  the  head  of  the  caftlc 
gang- 


CHAP- 


AUBREY.  233 


CHAPTER    XLVI. 

Air,  Ccvjper  gives  a  Rtafon  for  leaving  Mart- 
ton.  Hints  a  Change  to  dubrey.  State  of 
Sensitive' s  /fffairs,  Hit  Determinat  on  re- 
fptfting  Arthurina.  Progrefs  of  Misfortune* 
New  Retrenchment.  Revolution  among  the 
Maids.  Unexpected  Offer.  Conduct  of  tht 
Cambridge*.  Duns.  Love  and  Poverty. 

EVIDENT  as  were  the  vices  of  Elton, 
not  one  of  the  party  at  the  parfonage 
conceived  him  fo  funk  as  to  have  be- 
come the  afiociate  of  the  loweft  of  men 
in  fo  defperate  a  game ;  and,  had  not 
his  manner  of  departing  corroborated 
the  faft,  Brookes  would  have  had  fome 
difficulty  in  obtaining  belief.  It  was 
now  but  too  clear:  information  was 

there- 


234  AUBRET. 

therefore  immediately  given  to  a  neigh- 
bouring magiftrate  of  the  whole  affair, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  public  office  in 
London.     It  was  agreed,  that  the  beft 
plan  would  have  been  to  have  kept  the 
matter  fecret  till  the  next  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  cu'prits;.  but  that  was 
rendered    impracticable    by    the    unex- 
pected  vifit  from  Elton  j  ami  all   that 
could  now  be  attempted  was  to   take 
up  thofe   accomplices    whofe  places  of 
abode  were  known  to  Brookes.    Even  in 
this  they  failed  j  for  Elton  meeting  one 
of  the  gang  as  he  left  Mariton,.  intelli- 
gence was  immediately  given  to  all,  and 
none    were    apprehended.      Senfitive's 
difcovery  had   one   good   effefr,   how- 
ever ;  not  only  were  the  villains  for  ever 
routed  from  the  caftle,   but  the  paflage 
to  the  fubterranean  chamber  being  mown 
by  Brookes,  the  whole  country  came  to 

vifit  it>  and  the  villagers  fufpefted  that 

they 
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they  were  miftaken  in  the  belief  of 
ghofts.  The  Aubreys  were  highly  gra- 
tified with  this  occurrence  i  and  the 
company  of  their  friends  banimed  difap- 
pointment  and  regret.  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  extrcmly  pleafed  with  Mrs.  Smyth. 
Arthur  and  Harriet  were  fo  ftridly  upon 
their  guard,  that  not  a  finglc  word  tend- 
ing to  love  efcaped  their  lipsj  but  how 
pleafed  they  were  with  each  other  was 
not  to  be  concealed  from  experienced 
eyes;  and  Mr.  Cowper,  being  before 
aware  of  the  danger,  refolved  not  to  pro- 
long  a  vifit,  which  he  deemed  neccflary 
to  make,  but  which  it  was  as  necefiary 
to  fhorten  :  he  therefore  candidly  told 
Aubrey  the  reafon  of  his  relolution,  and 
Aubrey  as  candidly  told  him  his  own 
fears  i  and  it  was  agreed  rhat,  amiable  as 
they  were,  a  marriage  between  them, 
or  even  the  encouragement  of  the 

thought, 


236  A  U  B  R  E  Y. 

thought,  would  be  the  height  ofimpru- 
dence. 

Mr.  Cowper,  notwithstanding,  ex- 
tended his  ftay  to  a  fortnight,  during 
which  he  had  frequent  conversions 
with  Aubrey  on  his  ficuation,  on  econo- 
my, and  on  the  benefit  that  might  be 
derived  from  the  cultivation  of  l.ind  ;  an 
employment  neither  inconfiftent  with  his 
paftoral  duties,  nor  unworthy  his  facred 
profeffion.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  con- 
verfations,  he  more  than  once,  however, 
faid  to  Aubrey  :  <e  My  good  friend,  I 
"  fee  that  this  curacy,  though  one  of  the 
"  beft  in  England,  will  ruin  you ;  you 
"  will  do  better  in  changing  for  a  poorer 
"  one  :  you  ought  to  keep  the  change 
"  in  view.  The  manner  of  living  here 
"  and  your  feelings  are  in  a  confpiracy 
"  againft  your  peace."  Aubrey  felt  the 
juftnefs  of  the  remark,  and  wimed  that 
he  had  the  curacy  of  Mclford,  "  I  wifh 

"  you 
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"  you  had,"  laid  Mr.  Cowpt-r;  "  and  I 
•"  do  not  fee  any  thin.;*  improbable  in  it : 
'*  the  prefi-nt  Mr.  Grey  is  advanced  in 
"  years,  and  ouL'Nt  to  have  an  affiftant; 
"  I  will  found  him  upon  it:  but  I  fore- 
"  fee  a  difficulty  about  a  houfe ;  for  he 
"  is  too  much  attached  to  his  parifh 
"  ever  to  relinquifli  the  duty  of  it,  while 
"  he  is  able  to  afcend  his  pulpit.  I 
"  would  build  a  cottage  for  you  myfclf, 
ft  but  that  I  have  been  borrowing  large 
"  fums  of  money  for  thefe  two  years 
<{  pad,  and  advancing  my  own  funds, 
ct  with  a  view  of  faving  Charles  Senfi- 
"  live,  who  has  a  heart  worthy  of  every 
"  good  man's  care.  I  gave  you  a  hint  of 
c<  what  I  was  about,  when  I  was  in  town, 
"  where  I  have  again  lately  been,  un- 
"  known  to  him,  on  bufinefs  relative  to 
"  his  affairs,  which  kepi  me  from  mecrt- 
"  ing  you  at  Leicetter  when  Di.  Scarle 
"  died."  Aubrey  here  expreflxd  the 

greateft 
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greateft  affection  and  efteem  for  Senfi- 
tive,  and  confided  in  Mr.  Cowper  the 
propofals  he  had  made  refpeding  Arr.hu- 
rina.  <(  I  obferve  his  attachment,"  fa  id 
Mr.  Cowper,  "  and  it  is  another  proof 
"  of  his  difintertfted  fenfibility.  He  be- 
"  lieves  himfclf  worth  upwards  of  twenty 
"  thoufand  pound1,  and  he  now  knows 
*f  thnt  your  daughters  have  no  profpect 
"  of  a  portion  :  fuch  an  affedion  de- 
6t  ferves  to  be  rewarded  j  but  you  mud 
" judge  for  yourlclf.  If  he  fave  five 
"  thoufand  pounds  out  of  his  fortune,  it 
"  will  be  the  utmoft  j  and  what  is  the 
"  intereft  of  that  fum  for  perfons  brought 
"  up  as  he  and  Arthurina  have  been  ? 
"  In  the  courfe  of  eighteen  months  or 
'*  two  years  after  he  came  of  age,  Senfi- 
"  tive  entered  into  four  fecurities  for 
"  different  men,  with  whom  he  was  in 
"  habits  of  friendfhip,  if  I  may  fay  fo, 
"  but  who  were  ruined  at  the  time,  and 

"  only 
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cc  only  held  up  their  heads  on  the  money 
"  his  credit  enabled  them   to   borrow. 
"  The  largeft  of  thefc  is  for  (even  thou- 
"  find  pounds,  two  are  for  five,  and  one 
cc  for   three,   making  together  twenty  ; 
"  almoft,  if  not  altogether,  as  much  as 
"  his  cftate  is  worth.     Thefe  fccurities 
f*  I  have  managed,  by  dating  the  cafe  to 
"  my  friends,  to  take  up;  and  that  for 
*c  feventhoufand  became  due  laftweek.  I 
"  know  that  the  Principal  has  fled;  and 
"  I  am  every  moment  in  expectation  of 
"  receiving  a  letter  here  from  niy  agent, 
«f  informing   me   of  non-payment.      I 
"  fhall  then  open  the  bufinefs  to  Senfi- 
c<  tive,  and  (how  him  what  I  have  done. 
"  The  other  fecurities  fall  due   in   the 
*'  courfe  of  the  fummer,  and  are  all  in 
"  the  fame  predicament;  they  will  crr- 
"  tainly  all  come  againft  him."— *«  I  do 
"  not  fee,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  that  he  can 
"fave  a   (hilling."  —  "  Yes,"   replied 

Cowper, 
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Cowper,  "  I  have  contrived  to  fave 
"  him  five  thoufand  pounds  in  this 
tr  manner:  I  heard  of  thefe  tranfactions 
"  foon  after  they  took  place,  and  at  the 
<{  fame  time  that  they  were  ufurious 
4<  contrafls  ;  of  which  I  took  advantage. 
ct  I  was  wtll  known  to  the  perfon  who 
**  lent  the  money  i  for  feven  he  had  only 
ft  given  fivf,  for  five  three,  and  for 
"  three  two.  Ufi.ry  is  not  fo  odious 
"where  lenders  fa  rly  run  great  rifksj 
«f  and,  in  fome  inltances,  we  know  that 
"  the  law  confiders  rifks.  But,  where 
<c  there  is  no  hazard  at  all,  it  is  infamous: 
"  in  this  c^fe  there  was  none.  I  expa- 
"  dated  iu  earneftly  on  the  fubject  with 
"  the  lender,  and  fo  perfuaded  him  that 
"  I  would  take  fteps  to  render  the  con- 
c<  tracls  void,  that  I  prevailed  upon  him 
<c  ro  aflign  them  to  me,  for  his  own  mo- 
c'  ney  anu  five  hundred  pounds  over  :  fo 
•c  that,  inftcad  of  twenty  thouiand  pounds, 

"  Senfi- 


AUBREY.  241 

<f  Scnfitive  will  have  only  between  thir- 
"  teen  and  fourteen  to  pay  ;  and,  allow- 
"  ing  for  his  having  got  rid  of  two  or 
"  three  thoufand,  I  reckon  he  may  fave 
*'  about  five  altogether.  This  is  fome- 
"  thing,  and  muft  confole  him  for  the 
"  lofs  of  his  eftate  j  for  it  muft  be  fold 
"  to  refund  the  money  I  borrowed,  as  it 
<c  is  the  only  means  I  have.  After  all, 
"  I  am  not  certain  that  you  mould  object 
"  to  his  marriage  with  your  daughter : 
"  if  Scnfitive  will  make  ufe  of  his  ta- 
"  lents,  he  may  maintain  her  in  com- 
"fort,  and  perhaps  in  affluence."  Au- 
brey lamented  Senfuive's  misfortune, 
and  faid,  that  he  mould  leave  it  entirely 
to  himfclf  to  pay  his  addiefles  to  Arthu-  . 
rina,  or  difcontimic  his  attentions,  as  he 
judged  beft. 

At  the  concluHon  of  this  converfition, 
Mr.  Cowper  received  the  letter  he  ex- 
peftcd,  which  he  fhowed  to  Aubrey  j 

VOL.  iv.  M  am? 
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and  fhortly  after  being  joined  by  Senfi- 
tive,  he  entered  delicately  on  the  fub- 
je6r,  knowing  how  eafily  his  nerves 
•were  wrung.  To  excufe  his  fpeaking 
to  him  before  Aubrey,  he  noticed  their 
friendfhip,  and  obferved  that  they  had 
jull  been  converting  about  him  with  the 
liveliest  in  te  re  ft.  Poor  Senfitive  was 
{truck  with  amazement  and  horror  at  the 
intelligence  he  received  from  Mr.  Cow- 
perj  and  fo  little  was  he  prepared  for 
the  blow,  that  he  had  not  even  kept  in 
mind  the  time  at  which  the  debt  became 
due.  He  thought  it  impoflible  that 
men,  whom  he  had  faved  by  his  credit, 
fhould  be  deliberately  the  caufe  of  his 
ruin.  Too  well  convinced,  however, 
by  what  he  heard,  he  fhudderedas  much 
at  thought  of  the  villainy  that  contami- 
nated mankind  as  at  his  own  misfortune  •, 
but  his  execration  of  the  wretch  who  be- 
trayed him  was  weak  in  companion  with 

his 
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liis  admiration  of  the  virtue  that  was  fo 
active  in  faving  and  in  ferving.  After 
the  firft  emotion  of  furprife  was  over, 
Senfitive,  with  a  warmth  that  evidenced 
his  fincerity,  afiured  Mr.  Cowper  that 
he  fhould  ever  eftirnate  his  lofs  fmall 
when  compared  to  his  gain ;  for  thac 
money  might  be  accumulated,  but  fjch 
a  friend  was  not  to  be  purchafed  by  the 
largeft  fortune.  A  cordial  and  unre- 
ferved  converfacion  followed,  in  which, 
after  fome  hefitation  arifing  from  his  un- 
feigned modcfty,  Senfitive  thanked  Mr. 
Cowper  for  the  hint  of  turning  his  at- 
tainment in  painting  to  the  purpofes  of 
fortune.  It  was  an  ait  of  which  any 
gentleman  might  be  proud,  and  the  prv- 
per  ftudy  of  which  tended  to  enlarge  the 
mind,  and  to  plant  in  it  thofc  fcmiments 
that  ditlinguifh  a  gentleman.  To  Au- 
brey he  applied  for  guidance  refpefting 
Arthurina :  "  1  regret,"  faU  he,  "  the 

•M   1 
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"  lofs  I  am  doomed  to  fuffer  ;   I  doubly 
"  regret  it,  becaufe  my  eftate  was  patri- 
e<  monial  j  but  my  greateft  forrow  on  the 
"  occafion  arifes  from  my  being  deprived 
"  of  the  power  of  being  ufeful  to  you.    I 
<c  am  now  a  poor  man ;  but  if  you  think 
"  there  remains  enough,   aided   by  my 
"  exertions "     Here   Aubrey  in- 
terrupted him,  faying :    "   Think   and 
"  a<5t  as  you  pltafe,  my  dear  Senfitive  : 
<£  I  think  you  rich  enough  j  and,  if  you 
"  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  obtain  Arthu- 
"  rina's   «onfenr,    and  you   fhall    have 
"  mine." — tc  I  believe,"   replied   he, 
"  that  I  have  made  fome  progrefs  in  her 
"  afFedion ;  but  I  have  never  yet  fpoken 
"  to  her  of  love,  nor  will  I  now  till  my 
ff  fate  is  afcertained,  till  I  know  precifely 
"  what  I  can  call  my  own,  and  till  I  have 
*f  tried    the  probability  of  my  fuccefs 
<f  with  the  public."     Mr.  Cowper  ap- 
plauded his  rcfolution :  "  My  worthy 

"  young 
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"  young  friend,"  faid  he,  "  I  do  not 
"  doubt  you  will  do  well  j  but  it  is  a 
"  pity  that  all  young  men  coming  into 
"  the  world  with  fuch  feelings  as  you 
"  are  pofTcfied  of,  are  not  made  ac- 
"  quainted  with  your  fate  \  for  few  may 
*'  have  a  refource  like  yours.  The  ear- 
"  lier  men  are  taugh:  to  connect  virtue 
"  with  reafon,  to  aflbciate  the  head  with 
"  the  heart,  the  more  efficient  and  the 
"  more  extenfive  will  their  benevolence 
«  be."—"  Oh!  my  dear  Mr.  Cowper," 
replied  Senfidve,  "  rather  wifh  that  my 
"  example  may  be  concealed,  left  its  ef- 
"  feel:  be  to  banifh  benevolence  from 
"  the  heart  of  man." — "  With  thofe," 
fiid  Mr.  Cowper,  "  who  have  no  feeds 
"  of  it  in  the  hearr,  your  example  might 
ic  fcrve  as  an  excufe  for  the  want  of  it; 
"  but,  with  thofe  where  it  teems,  it 
"  would,  I  think,  only  ferve  to  mode- 
c<  rate  the  fcnfibility  of  their  nature ; 
M  ^  "  and, 
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"  and,  far  from  indifpofing  them  to  kind 
<c  actions,  would  but  excirc  an  attention 
**  neceflary  to  preferve  them  from  being 
"  difqtialified  to  indulge  through  life  in  a 
"  pleafure   fo  amiable    in  the    fight  of 
"  God  and  man.     A  man  without  be- 
"  nevolence,  I  allow,  to  be  worfe  than  a 
"  brute  ;  but  a  man    who-  incautioufly 
"  ftops  a  fource  of  it,  and  that  one  of 
"  the  moft  confiderable,  is  not  innocent, 
"  though  he  is  more  to  be  pitied."     To 
this  propofition  Senfitive  afiented  with  a 
figh,  and  again  declared  his  refolution  to 
ftrain  every  nerve  to  repair  the  effects  of 
his  folly.  The  impreffion  left  on  his  mind 
by  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Cowper  was  not  to  be  concealed;  he 
was  fenfible  too  that  he  damped  t-he  fpirits 
of  his  friends;  and  he  determined  to  leave 
them    for  the   prefent.     Alluring   Mr. 
Cowper  that  he  mould  be  ready  to  co-- 
operate with  him   refpccling  the  mea- 

fures 
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furrs  for  the  mmburfement  of  his  friends 
whenever  it  became  neceffary,  and  tell- 
ing Aubrey  that  he  was  going  to  prepare 
his  houfe  for  the  execution  of  his  defign, 
and  to  fee  if  it  be  pofiiblc  to  obtain  any 
fecurity  for  the  debts  not  yet  due,  he 
bade  his  friends  farewell,  and  fct  out  for 
town.  Mr.  Cowper  (laid  but  two  days 
after  him,  during  which  nothing  parti- 
cular occurred,  except  that,  in  converf- 
ing  with  Aubrey  refpecling  Arthur,  he 
approved  the  idea  ftarted  by  the  latter 
himfelf,  of  trying  his  fortune  in  the  Weft 
Indies  j  a  ftep  which  Aubrey  faid  he 
would  confider,  and  which,  if  it  were 
adopted,  his  friend  promifed  to  fecond 
with  all  his  influence  with  a  gentleman 
of  large  fortune  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Mrs. 
Smyth  and  Harriet,  in  taking  leave  of 
the  Aubreys,  (hcd  tears,  and  warmly 
regretted  the  great  diftance  between 
their  places  of  refidence.  The  Aubreys, 
M  4  on 
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on  their  part,  were  equally  affectionate  j 
and  Arthur,  in  bidding  adieu  to  Harriet, 
thought  that  it  was  for  ever. 

The  fummer  advanced,  and  fafhion- 
able  people  leaving  town  for  trie  coun- 
try, Mariton  was  recruited  by  fome  fa- 
milies :  among  others,  the  Spicers  re- 
turned, and  the  elegances  of  Spicer- 
Hall  attracted  all  the  country.  From 
thefe  feftivities  the  Aubreys  were  of 
courfe  excluded  j  but  every  art  was  ufed 
by  the  donors  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the 
company  againft  them,  and  not  without 
fuccefs.  The  nature  of  Aubrey's  lofs 
was  better  underftood  than  when  he  firft 
came,  and  his  late  di  Appointment  was 
made  the  fubject  of  ridicule.  He  con- 
tinued refolute  in  not  giving  dinners,  and 
he  was  foon  dropped  by  thofe  who  loved 
good  ones,  and  who  thought  much  of  the 
happincfs  of  life  confiftcd  in  giving  and 
receiving  them.  Before  the  fummer 

was 
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was  over  it  was  very  evident  that  Spicer- 
Hall  afforded  more  gratification  than  the 
Parfonage;  and  all  attentions  to  the  lat- 
ter precluded  intimacy  at  the  former. 
The  Aubreys,  taught  by  experience, 
understood  this  perfc&ly  well ;  they  had 
within  themfelves  a  happinefs,  u  which 
"  paficth  (how  ;"  and  the  aberration  of 
fummer  friends  was  not  now  a  misfor- 
tune of  fuch  magnitude  as  to  difturb  it : 
but  it  was  ferioufly  difturbed  by  obfcrv- 
ing  that,  in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours, 
their  expences  greatly  exceeded  their 
income,  and  that  the  perfons  to  whom 
Aubrey  was  in  debt  began  to  fhow  great 
impatience  for  payment.  They  fcruti- 
nized  their  mode  of  living,  to  fee  what 
could  yet  be  reformed,  and  could  difco- 
ver  nothing  that  appeared  fuperfluous  j 
yet  fomething  muft  be  curtailed,  or  their 
expences  would  never  be  reduced  to 
their  receipts.  After  much  confideration, 
M  5,  Mrs.. 


ijo  AUBREY. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  thought,  as  they  never  had 
dinner  company,  that  Nanny  the  cook 
might  alfo  difcharge  the  houfemaid's 
part ;  and  Mrs.  Miller  being  confulted, 
thought  fo  too,  particularly  as  (he  would 
berfelf  affift  in  making  the  beds,  and  put- 
ting the  bed-rooms  to  rights.  There 
was,  however,  another  perfon  to  be  con- 
fulted on  the  occafion,  and  that  was 
Nanny,  who  entirely  differed  in  opinion 
with  her  miftrefs  and  Mrs.  Miller,  and 
could  not  be  convinced  of  the  practica- 
bility of  fuch  an  arrangement ;  and,  as 
Mrs.  Aubrey  continued  determined  up- 
on ir,  (he  gave  her  warning.  In  a  few 
days,  Patty  informed"  her  miftrefs,  that, 
if  her  fifter  Nanny  went  away,  me  muft 
go  too :  to  which  Mrs.  Aubrey,  angry 
and  hurt  on  the  occafion,  affented. 

She  had  hardly  done  this,  when  the 
houfemaid  de  fired  to  fpeak  with  her. 
This  unexpected  conduct  of  the  fervams 
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vexed  her  extremely  j  for  they  had  al- 
ways been  treated  with  the  greateft  kind- 
nefs ;  and  that  all  fhould  now  fuddenly 
forfake  her,  becaufe  it  was  out  of  her 
power  to  retain  all,  was  vile :  yet  me 
could  not  wonder  at  a  want  of  delicacy  in 
perfons  of  their  ftation,  when  thofe  who 
had  the  advantages  of  education  and  for- 
tune had  proved  themfelves  fo  deficient 
in  it.     "  Well,  Betty,"  faid  flie  to  the 
maid,  on  her  entering  the  room,  <c  you 
"  too  are  come  to  give  me  warning  r" 
— "  Warning,  ma'am!"  cried  Betty."—. 
"  I  fhall  lefs  wonder  at  it,"  continued 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  in  you  than  in  Nanny' 
"  and  Patty,  becaufe  you  were  the  per- 
"  fon  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  part 
«c  with ;    I    fay    obliged,   Betty,    for   I 
"  HiotilJ    never   have   propofed   it  but 
"from    a    fenfc  of  duty."  — "   If  you 
"  pleafc  to  turn  me  away,  ma'am,  I  mud 
"  go,"  rrplif  d   Betty  ;  "  bur,  till   you 
M  r*  "  do,. 
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"  do,  I  never  will  leave  you.     I  came, 
"  ma'am,   to   tell   you,   if  you  pleafe, 
"  fmce  Nanny  and  Patty  have  both  giv- 
*r  en  you  warning,  that  I  think  I  can 
"  manage    myfelf  to  do  all  the  work 
"  without    having   any    body   elfe."— 
"  My  good  girl,"  faid  Mrs.  [Aubrey, 
<e  you    have  indeed  furprifed  me,  and 
"  mod   delightfully ;    but  can   it   be  ? 
"  You  are  neither  accuftomed  to  cook- 
<c  ing  nor  the  care  of  cows,  even  fup- 
"  pofing  the  whole  work  of  the  houfe 
<f  were  not  too  much  for  you."—"  It 
"  is  not  too  much,  ma'am,"  faid  Betty ; 
"  and  in  my  laft  place,  before  I  came 
"  to  Mr.  Dodfon,  I  lived  with  a  farmer, 
"  maid    of  all   works.     I   could  cook 
"  plain  victuals  very  well  then,  and,  by 
"  helping  Nanny,   I  have  fmce  learned 
"  to  ftew,  and  to  do  up  a  number  of 
4C  kickfkaws  :    I  think,  ma'am,  if  you 
"  would  try  me,  I  fiiould  do  very  well : 
9  ct  at 
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"  at  leaft  I  would  ufe  my  bed  endea- 
"  vours ;  and  as  for  the  cows,  and  mak- 
"  ing  a  little  butter,  why,  la  !  ma'am, 
"  what  is't  ?" — "  How  came  you  then 
<c  not  to  undertake  the  dairy  at  firft  ?" 
— "  Oh,  dear!  ma'am,"  faid  Betty, 
"  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference. 
"  You  was  then  quite  ftrange  to  me,  and 
<e  I  thought  if  I  did  my  work  as  houfe- 
"  maid  for  houfemaid's  wages  it  was  all 
"  that  I  ought  to  do:  but  now,  ma'am, 
"  that  I  know  you  fo  well,  and  love  you 
"  and  all  the  family,  I  would  do  all 
"  work  for  you  without  wages,  till  I 
"  could  not  (land  any  longer."  Such 
emanations  of  foul  are  independent  of 
fortune  or  ftation;  they  are  admirable 
wherever  they  appear,  and  go  to  the 
heart.  Charmed  with  Betty,  Mrs.  Au- 
brey allured  her  of  her  attachment,  and 
immediately  agreed  to  make  the  expe- 
riment, faying,  at  ihe  fame  time,  that 

Ihe 
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fhc  thought  it  would  be  neceflary  to  have 
a  girl  to  help  her. 

Another  proof  of  foul  with  which  the 
Aubreys  were  delighted  was  given  by 
the  Cambridges :  in  proportion  as  others 
became  remifs  in  attention  at  the  Par- 
fonage,   they   increafed  their  affiduities 
with'  unvarying  refpect.     Frequent  in- 
tercourfe  endeared  them  to  one  another j 
the  friendihip  that  took  place  helped  to 
mitigate   the   mortifications  which    the 
Aubreys  were  doomed  to  fuffer ;   and, 
through    the  fummer  and  autumn,  di- 
verted their  fenfibility  from  objects  too 
well   calculated  to   wound   it.      Thefe 
objecls   did    m>t    confift   in    the   fullen 
glances  of  Mifs  Spicer,  or  the  indiffe- 
rence of  the  undifturbed  confumers  of 
the  inventions  of  luxury  j  but  in  the  re- 
peated applications  and   indelicate    re- 
marks ofperfonsto  whofe  remonftrances 
and  reproaches  they  were  morally  bound 

to, 
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to  fubmit.  Every  creditor  is  not  form* 
ed,  like  Senfitive,  to  hold  his  head  in 
fun-beams,  and  his  foot  on  ftorms  * : 
Aubrey's  heart  was  feldom  gladdened  by 
the  appearance  either  of  the  face  or  of  the 
hand-writing  of  his  creditors ;  dun  after 
dun  knocked  at  his  gate,  letter  after  let- 
ter demanded  payment,  when  payment 
was  out  of  his  power :  he  faw  thofe  who 
came,  and  anfwered  thofe  who  wrote, 
without  giving  fatisfaflion.  One  or  two 
exceptions  there  were  :  his  taylor,  who 
had  ferved  him  for  many  years  previous 
to  his  misfortunes,  never  would  fend  in 
his  bill :  and  Mr.  Browne,  to  whom  he 
was  indebted  for  medicine  and  attend- 
ance during  Arthur's  illnefs,  and  for  oc- 
cafional  care  of  the  family,  would  noc 

*  "  The  creditor,  whofe  appearance  gladdens 
il  the  heart  of  a  debtor,  may  hold  his  head  in  fun- 
"  beams,  and  his  foot  on  llorms." 
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hear  of  an  account.  Once  when  Aubrey 
preflcd  him  on  the  fubjecl,  he  faid  : 
M  Pray  never  let  this  trouble  your 
**  thoughts ;  the  whole  is  erafed  from 
ct  my  books,  and  (hall  be  from  my  me- 
"  mory."  This  worthy  man  fpoke  the 
truth;  he  had  erafed  the  entries  made 
in  his  books,  and  he  banifhed  the  fubjeft 
from  his  thoughts.  Aubrey  refpecled 
and  loved  Mr.  Browne  ;  but  this  gene- 
rofity  was  productive  of  as  great  pain, 
though  of  a  different  nature,  as  the  im- 
placability of  his  other  creditors.  Ina- 
bility to  fatisfy  wrung  his  heart ;  a  fcnfe 
of  injuftice  embittered  his  reflexions, 
and  rendered  the  very  pulpit  a  terror 
to  him.  There,  it  was  his  duty  to 
preach  againft  the  very  vice  into  which 
he  had  fallen  j  and  he  felt  that  it  was* 
fullied  by  the  difgrac*  of  the  preacher. 
Confcious,  however,  that  he  never  meant 
to  be  unjuft ;  that,  far  from  wrongmg, 

any 
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any  man  defignedly,  he  would  pour 
out  his  blood  to  ferve  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  that  he  lived  as  fru- 
gally as  poffible,  his  days  pa/Ted  not 
without  fome  confolatory  views  of  his 
love  of  reditude ;  and  the  union,  ta- 
lents, and  cheerfulnefs  of  his  family, 
combined  to  relieve  the  opprefTive  load 
of  debt,  and  to  comfort  and  gladden 
his  heart  at  times,  in  fp'ue  of  duns, 
reproach,  and  rudenefs.  The  Aubreys 
completely  refuted  the  adage  of  "  Love 
"  flying  out  of  the  window  when  Po- 
ft  verty  came  in  at  the  door  :"  the  huf- 
band  and  wife,  the  parent  and  child, 
the  mafter  and  fcrvant,  fecured  him  in 
his  fi-veral  forms;  and  Love,  too  much 
charmed  with  his  own  power  to  fly 
from  the  view  of  it,  ran  to  the  door 
to  embrace  the  fpectre  Poverty,  and, 
with  the  fird  kifs,  fmoothed  her  rugged 
brow  :  they  agreed,  for  once  in  a  way, 

to 
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to  dwell  together;  and  Poverty  pro- 
rnifed  to  fmile  with  Love,  if  Love  would 
fometimes  groan  with  Poverty. 


CHAPc 
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CHAPTER     XLVII. 

Determination  refpefting  Arthur.  Hsufehold 
Affairs.  One  of  the  Confluences  of  Debt. 
Self.  Reproach.  Caufe  of  Arthur's  Voyagt 
being  Poftponed. 

LOVE  was  foon  doomed  to  the  fevereft 
l>ar;gs.  The  Aubreys  conceived  that 
no  misfortune  in  life  could  be  compared 
to  that  of  reparation ;  it  was  rending  na- 
ture, it  was  tearing  off  the  limbs  from 
the  body.  The  necefiity  of  Arthur's 
leaving  his  family  to  become  an  adven- 
turer in  diftant  regions  of  the  globe, 
prefled  hard  upon  the  hearts  of  the  whole 
group,  and  to  eat  a  dry  cruft  and  drink 
water  was  thought  to  be  comparative 
happinefs.  Arthur  fhared  thefe  feelings,. 

but 
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but  he  had  other  feelings  likewife,  which 
awakened  in  his  mind  fentiments  of  a 
firmer  caft.  A  pafTive  exiftence  was 
not  to  be  endured  in  any  fituation  of  life, 
and  ftill  lefsin  one  that  called  imperiouf- 
ly  for  activity  :  to  remain  a  burden  and  a 
clog  upon  the  efforts  of  a  beloved  family, 
who  were  ftruggling  to  preferve  juftice 
with  the  world,  inftead  of  {training  every 
nerve  to  affift  them  to  ftruggle  with 
honour,  and  if  poffible  to  extricate  them 
from  the  difficulties  which  were  ftarting 
up  before  them,  ill  fuited  the  noble  fpi- 
rit  of  an  ingenuous  and  manly  youth. 
"  No,"  faid  he,  "  it  muft  not  be.  To 
<{  enjoy  fuch  love,  I  m-uft  not  be  unde- 
'<  fcrving  of  it.  I  will,  I  mud  leave 
cc  you.  Pray,  my  dear  Sir,  inform  Mr. 
"  Cowper  that  the  matter  is  decided, 
ft  and  let  him  recommend  me  as  he  pro- 
"  mifed."— "  I  cannot,"  cried  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  "  bear  the  thought  of  your 

"  going 
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<f  going  to  the  Weft  Indies.  Cannot 
xt  fomething  be  thought  of  for  him  in 
<c  England,  Aubrey  ?" — "  As  we  have 
"  not  means  to  enable  him  to  purfue  a 
**  profefilon,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  Eng- 
"  land  prefents  no  hope  of  fuccefs.  In 
**  the  Weft  Indies  I  underftand,  that 
*'  under  the  patronage  of  a  man  of  power, 
"  there  are  many  certain  roads  open  to 
C{  fortune."— "  By  all  means  the  Weft 
«'  Indies,  Sir,"  faid  Arthur,  «  I  would 
fc  rather  die  than  be  toiling  at  home 
"  for  a  pittance  that  could  be  of  no  fer- 
**  vice  to  you.  Abroad,  with  the  know- 
<c  ledge  I  already  have  of  figures,  I  (hall 
"  foon  make  myfelf  a  man  of  bufinefs, 
"  and  bufinefs  will  make  me  a  man  of 
"  fortune :  be  aflured  my  dear  mother,  I 
"  will  put  my  (boulder  to  the  wheel,  and 
<f  have  you  all  out  of  the  (lough  in  lefs 
"  time  than  you  may  fuppofe :  the  girls 
"  mail  have  fortunes,  and  I  will  teach  Ar- 
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"  thur-William  to  make  one.  We  have 
"  only  to  look  forward  a  little.  Befides, 
"  -I  ought  to  fee  the  world)  I  ought  to  fee 
<{  mankind  in  different  dates  and  fitua- 
<f  tions  of  life.  Call  my  abfence  my 
<f  travels,  and  you  will  be  reconciled  to 
Cl  it ;  and  if  I  do  not  bring  yo\i  aft  ac- 
"  count  of  France  and  Italy,  I  will  of 
"  men  and  manners,  of  feas  and  climates, 
"•of  liberty  and  flavery,  of  fugar  canes 
"  and  coffee." — "  The  climate !  the 
et  climate  !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Aubrey. 
"  My  dear  mother,"  faid  Arthur,  tak- 
ing her  hand,  and  prefling  it  warmly 
•to  his  bofom,,  "  my  father  has  taught 
<c  me  to  rely  on  Providence  ;  I  will  en- 
u  deavour  to  dcferve  his  care,  and  to 
"  return  to  you:  but  Mariton  is  not  our 
<c  home  i  if  it  be  his  will  that  we  mould 
'*'  meet  in  another  world,  oh  !  we  fhall 
"  -be  flill  happier  there  even  than  we 
*'  have  been  in  this."  Tears  came  into 

the 
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the  eyes  of  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  his  fitters. 
Ct  I  did  not  mean  to  make  you  fhed  tears," 
cried  he,  his  own  ftarting  at  the  fame 
time  j  ft  if  you  don't  help  me  I  (hall 
"  have  no  rcfolution ;  my  heart  Is  fo 
"  tied  to  you,  I  (hall  forget  the  fhame 
"  of  floth  in  the  fweetnefs  of  your 
"  fmiles."— «  But  the  Weft  Indies  I" 
faid  his  mother :  "  I  am  but  too  well 
"  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  world 
*'  from  your  grandfathers  account  of  it, 
*(  not  to  dread  it  for  you  in  every  refpect. 
"  Though  his  property  was  in  the  Weft- 
•*'  Indies,  and  he  obliged  to  be  frequent- 
"  ly  there,  yet  he  never  would  take  me 
"  with  him,  or  fuffcr  the  thought  of 
41  my  going  thither." — "  Yes,"  faid 
Arthur,  "  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
"  difference  between  a  young  man,  and 
**  a  fine  girl  brought  up  as  you  were.  I 
"  have  not  a  doubt  that  I  fhall  efcape 
**  like  many  others,  and  then  you  will  be 

<f  happy 
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<c  happy  that  you  confented  to  my  go- 
<e  ing."  Mrs.  Aubrey  could  not  con- 
fent  heartily,  but  after  a  little  more 
converfation  on  the  neceffity  of  Arthur's 
taking  an  active  part  in  life,  fhe  ceafed 
to  oppofe  the  plan,  and  Aubrey  wrote 
to  Mr.  Cowper  requeuing  him  to  apply 
immediately  to  his  friend. 

Meanwhile,    time   paffed  on   at   the 
parlbnage,  divided  between  the  enjoy- 
ment of  prefent  delights  and  the  antici- 
pation  of  evil.     The   houfehold  affairs 
were  well   managed  by   Betty  and  Mrs. 
Miller .  Nanny  and  Patty  were  not  even 
miffed,  except  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
kitchen,  which   was  fo   reduced,   as  to 
create  a  fair  fufpicion  that  the  fitters  had 
not  been  faithful  in   their  truft.     The 
mod  painful  duty  that  occurred  during 
the  fummer,  fell  chiefly  on  Emily  and 
Arthurina,  who,  in  confcquence  of  an 
anfwer    from    Mr.  Cov.-per,    beftowed 

fome 
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fome  time  in  the  preparation  of  a  ftock 
of  linen  for  their  brother,  to  be  ready 
for  the  failing  of  the  Chriftmas  (hips. 
Aubrey's  credit  with  his  tradefmeft  gra- 
dually declined,  till  at  laft,  towards  the 
end  of  the  fummer,  his  family  could  ob- 
tain nothing  but  for  prompt  payment; 
he  was  therefore  under  the  neccfiity  of 
hufbanding  the  (lipend  he  received  from 
Dr.  Bowes,  and  its  inadequacy  to  the 
ufual  fupplies  .alarmed  and  afflifled 
him. 

Impatient  of  repeated  procraftinations, 
feveral  of  Aubrey's  creditors  began  to 
make  their  demands  in  a  decided  tone  : 
two  had  actually  commenced  actions 
againft  him,  and  at  length  awakened  an 
apprehenfion  that  his  perfon  was  not 
fecure.  He  was  one  morning  in  the 
month  of  November,  exprtffing  this 
apprehenfion  to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  pre- 
paring his  family  againft  a  furprife  which 
VOL.  iv.  K  might 
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might  overwhelm  them  with  defpair, 
when  Caefar  coming  into  the  fitting 
room,  told  him  he  was  wanted.  He 
immediately  went  into  the  parlour,  where 
ne  faw  two  men,  to  one  of  whom,  named 
Crichton,  he  had  rendered  great  fervices, 
having  been  the  means  of  relieving  his 
family  from  a  dreadful  ftate  of  diftrefs. 
« Hah !  Crichton,"  faid  he,  "I  am 
"  glad  to  fee  you.  Is  there  any  thing 
ft  I  can  do  for  you  ?"  The  man  flood  at 
a  refpeclful  diftance  without  fpeaking, 
till  Aubrey  afked  him  if  he  had  any 
thing  particular  to  fay  to  him  j  "  Sir," 
replied  he,  "  J  am  vtry  unfortunate  in 
"  being  obliged  by  the  nature  of  my 
<f  duty  tc — to — to  perform  my  duty, 
"  Sir."—"  What  is  your  duty  ?"  faid 
Aubrey  :  on  which  the  man  put  a  flip 
of  paper  into  his  hand.  Aubrey  was 
not  unprepared  to  find  it  a  writ,  but  he 
was  furprifed  to  find  it  in  the  poficffton 

of 
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of  Crichton,  who  now  informed  him  that 
he  had  been  lately  appointed  a  mcritT's 
officer.  He  ilill  kept  at  a  dirtance,  and 
had  not  power  to  complete  the  arretl  by 
touching  his  benefactor.  Aubrey  feeing 
thi?,  went  forward  and  took  him  by  the 
hand.  Shocked  at  being  a  pri  loner,  he 
was  extremely  anxious  to  keep  the  kr. 
ledge  of  it  from  his  family  till  he  h.ul 
take  n  fome  ftep  to  extricate  himiclf,  and  he 
dcfired  Crichton  to  fend  away  his  follow- 
er. This  was  in. mediately  d.-ne,  and  Au- 
brey ciifpatched  Cedar  for  Mr.  Browne. 
In  the  I:H  an  time  he  rook  Crichton  into 
thcgaixic.il  and  patted  before  the  litting- 
ro^.n,  that  the  family  might  fee  who 
v-v.ii  with  him,  The  worthy  Mr. 
Jjiwvne  returned  with  Csefar :  he  was 
well  known  to  Crichton,  who,  without 
the  flighted  hefitation,  took  his  word 
that  he  mould  have  fuflicient  bail  for  the 
debt,  which  was  a  hundred  and  ft  ty 
N  2  pounds, 
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pounds,  and  faying  he  would  call  upon 
Mr.  Browne,  gladly  haftened  from  the 
Parfonage. 

For  fome  time  Aubrey  kept  this  cir- 
cumftance  a  fecret  from  Mrs.  Aubrey 
and  his  children,  but  it  preyed  upon  his 
heart,  and  his  abfetaccs  of  mind  rendered 
them  wretched.  He  made  a  ftatement 
of  his  debts,  which  now  amounted  to 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  and 
he  faw  no  means  by  which  he  could 
pofiibly  hope  ever  to  difcharge  them : 
nor  had  he  reafon  to  flatter  himfelf  that 
his  creditors  would  make  allowance  for 
his  inadvertence,  or  be  fatisfied  with  his 
poffcflion  of  principles  which  he  had  not 
had  virtue  and  forefight  enough  to  draw 
forthintopraclice,fothathisbreaft  was  torn 
at  once  by  compunction  for  injuftice,  and 
by  the  horrid  images  of  the  deareft  ob- 
jects of  his  heart,  involved  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  imprifonment  and  wanr. 

The 
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The  load  was  too  heavy  for  his  heart; 
it  was  the  firft  he  had  ever  attempted  to 
bear  without  the  affiftance  of  his  Emily, 
and  he  was  at  length  conftraincd  to  give 
vent  to  his  forrow.  «'  Yes  Emily," 
faid  he  to  Mrs.  Auhrev,  after  giving  an 
account  of  his  am  ft  and  bail,  "  this  is 
"  our  fituation,  from  which  I  know  not 
"  how  we  can  be  delivered  but  by  Pro- 
ct  vidence.  1  fhall  now  be  foon  railed 
"  upon  to  fjrrcnder  myfelf  in  order  to 
"  exonerate  my  bail;  and  in  confcquence 
"  of  the  other  actions  againft  me,  all  the 
*'  comforts  of  life  will  be  torn  from  you. 
*'  Yes,  my  love,  I  have  been  apprized 
<c  that  executions  are  intended  to  be 
"  thrown  in  on  the  Parfonage.  O  i  ! 
"  that  we  had  had  a  refolurion  like 
"Cowper's!  that  we  had  been  wifer 
«*  than  to  live  upon  hope  !  that  we  had 
«'  faced  poverty  in  its  terrifying  form, 
"  rather  than  have  fuffered  it  to  over- 
N  3  "  take 
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<c  take  trs  with  diflionefty  at  its  fide  I 
"  Clear  of  dtbt,  we  might  have  lived 
"  happily  on  bread  and  water,  which 
"  will  now  be  rendered  bitter  by  the 
"  re  mem  be  ranee  of  the  wrong  we  have 
"  done."—"  My  dear  Sir,"  faid  Arthur, 
t(  you  were  deceived  by  a  bafe  prr- 
tf  tender  to  friendfhip :  on  his  head  be 
4f  ihe  conieqiiencc  of  his  deceit,  your 
•'  mind  is  pure  of  dcfigned  wrong, 
«  Difhoneft  \  You,  Sir,  difhoneft  !  Ob 
"  no.  Your  creditors,  at  leaft  thole 
•c  whole  pafiions  do  not  abforb  their  rea- 
lc  fon,  may  be  hurt,  may  blame  you  in 
"  fome  refpeds,  but  cannot  charge  you 
«'  withdifhonefty." — "My  boy,"replied 
Aubrey,  c<  I  ihould  have  been  wifer 
"  than  to  live  on  hope.  Never,  never, 
"  be  tempted  to  contract  a  debt,  of 
"  which  the  payment  is  not  as  fure  as 
<c  the  caufe  for  which  it  is  contracted, 
*'  Avoid  it,  my  fon,  more  earneftly  than 

"  death* 
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"  death,  the  thought  of  which  is  fweet, 
<c  when  compared  with  the  bitter  re- 
"  fledions  accompanying  debt."  Having 
exp.itiated  fome  time,  on  the  horrors  of 
debt,  an  1  faid  that  it  wis  his  intention 
to  live  if  pofTible  on  half  of  his  ftipend, 
thit  the  other  half  might  be  offered  to 
his  creditors,  to  prevent  their  proceeding 
agiinft  him  with  rigour,  Aubrey  advert- 
ed to  Arthur's  fituation:  "  The  time," 
fakl  he,  "  is  come  for  you  to  leave  us, 
(<  my  fon ;  the  fhips  are  now  failing  for 
<c  the  Weft-Indies,  but  your  departure 
<c  muft  be  delayed,  for  I  have  not  the 
"  means  of  enabling  you  to  go."— 
"  Well,  my  dear  father,"  faid  Arthur, 
*f  I  can  ftay  till  fpring;  it  is  perhaps 
c<  better.  I  fhould  be  wretched  to  leave 
"you  in  your  prefcnr,  dilemma:  in  a 
"  few  monrhs  matters  may  wear  a  fairer 
"  alVcdl.  Y  -ur  ere :i;rors  mav  be  lofren- 
41  cd  by  your  refolution  to  put  by  a  pare 
N  4  "  of 
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"  of  your  pittance  for  the  difchargc  of 
"  your  debts,  and  I  (hall  be  rewarded 
ft  for  (baring  your  diftrefs,  by  feeing  you 
"  before  I  go,  out  of  the  dangers  which 
"  threaten  you  at  prefent.*' — <c  It  is  the 
"  will  of  God,  my  dear  Arthur,'*  faid 
Aubrey,  "  and  to  that,  be  it  what  it  may, 
"  we  will  fubmit,"  The  delay  of 
Arthur's  departure  till  the  fpring,  was  A 
cordial  to  the  hearts  of  Mrs,  Aubrey, 
Emily,  and  Arthurina,  to  whom  no  mif- 
fnrtune  feemrd  fo  replete  with  wretched- 
ncfs,  a&  the  !'.  is  of  fo  beloved  an  objt'<ft. 
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CHAPTER    XLVIII. 

Melford.  Coaverfation  between  Mr.  Covjper 
and  Edmund.  Unexpefted  Refult  of  it.  The 
Power  of  Fancy.  Mariton  Parfonage. 

WHILE  thefc  unhappy  fccncs  were  paff- 
ing  at  Mariton,  Mr.  Cowper  and  the 
Smyths  were  not  forgetful  of  their  friends. 
Seldom  a  day  parted  without  their  being 
made  the  fubject  of  converfation ;  and 
how  to  be  of  ufe  to  them  was  ever  in 
Mr.  Cowper's  view.  He  had  fpokcn 
of  Aubrey  to  Mr.  Grey,  who  was  long 
unwilling  to  think  that  he  required  affif- 
tance  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty ;  bur, 
though  his  mind  was  unfubdued  by  time, 
his  nerves  were  convinced,  by  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  that  a  Curate  was 
N  5  nccefiary; 
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neceflaryr;  and  obfcrving  to  his  friend 
Cowper  that  he  fcit  himfelf  called  upon 
to  yield  to  the  progrefs  of  nature,  he 
begged  him  to  make  the  appointment, 
mentioning  a  hundred  a  year  as  the 
falary  he  fliould  annex  to  it,  the  Curare 
having  to  provide  himfelf  with  a  houfe. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Cowper  was  fure  of 
the  curacy  of  Mel  ford  f  .r  Aubrey,  he 
refolved  to  difpatch  Edmund  to  Mariton 
\vi  h  the  tidings;  and  to  render  the  corn- 
mi  (lion  flill  more  delightful  to  his  ne- 
phew, he  had  a  converfation  with  him 
previous  to  his  journey  refpecling  the 
Aubreyr,  which  opened  an  unexpected 
project  of  happinefs.  "  You  are  now, 
<e  my  dear  Edmund,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper, 
tf  arrived  at  that  period  of  life,  which 
*'  your  understanding  and  felf- command, 
Cf  rather  than  your  years,  denote  to  be 
"  the  commencement  of  manhood.  I 
0  believe  it  has  been  accelerated  by  your 

"  purfuits, 


AUBREY.  275 

41  purfuits,  and  by  the  confidence  which 
"  I  have  placed  in  you  from  your  infancy. 
"  The  events  of  my  lifeare  all  well  known 
<{  to  you;  my   firft  dreams  of  afti  icnce 
"  and  blifs;   my  fubfequent  real  mifery 
c<  and  druggies  with   poverty;  my  pre- 
"  fcnt  comfortable  ftate  of  competence, 
"  earned    by  my  own  care  and  your  af- 
14  fiftance.     Our  labour  becomes  eafier 
"  every    day    by   the    increafc   of   our 
"means;    but   it  muft   be  continued; 
<4  or,  inftead  of  advancing  in  profperity, 
"  we  (hall  relapfc  to  want  and  diftrefs. 
<c  But  of  thi-  there  is  no  fear  :  you,  how- 
f<  ever,  muft  now  take  the  labouring  oar; 
c<  and  /muft  aflill you.      1  do  not  put  it 
<f  intoyourhan  is,becaufc  I  am  glad  to  get 
'«  rid  of  it  myfclf,  but  bcc.iull-  ir  is  an  in- 
c<  ft''umentof  happinefs-  which  willfweet  'n 
tc  every   agreeable   occurrence    of  your 
"  life,  and  rob  adverfc  ones  of  their  bit- 
"  terncfs.      A    thorn    was    planted    ac 
N  6  "  your 
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"  your  birth,  my  boy;  but  fuccefsful  em- 
e<  ployment  has  blunted  every  point,  and 
"  will  through  life.  I  am  glad,  beyond 
"  exprcfiion,  to  obferve  the  greatnefs  of 
"  your  foul,  which  difdains  a  fortune  fo 
<*  unjuiily  withheld  from  you.  I  know 
"  nut  whether  it  would  not  rather  be  a 
ct  calamity  than  a  happinefs  were  your 
€l  father  now  to  alter  your  happy  me- 
"  diocrity  for  unfettled  expectations." 
Here  Edinund  afiured  his  uncle  that  he 
could  never  confider  any  other  than  he 
as  his  father.  "  How  he  has  contrived 
"  to  evade  me  fo  long  after  his  behaviour 
"  at  Okeham,"  continued  Cowper,  <£  is 
«f  inexplicable  ;  yet  I  .am  not  furprifed  at 
"  it.  I  was  then  determined  to  purftic 
*'  him  through  the  Courts  of  Juftice; 
<{  bur,  after  all,  we  mould  perhaps  be 
'*  only  giving  up  eale  for  trouble  and 
ft  vexation.  At  leaft,  for  the  prefenr,  we 
**  will  drop  the  idea,  aad  proceed  as  if 

"  there 


AUBREY.  277 

"  there  were  no  iuch  connexion  on  earth. 
"  Then,  my  dear  Edmund,  I  nopr  that 
*c  the  arrangement  J  have  bten  contcm- 
Ct  plating  will  give  you  pleafure.  You 
"  muft  become  the  manager,  and  of 
"  courfe  the  proprietor  of  our  little 
"  property.  If  I  have  a  gratification  in 
«f  thinking  that  you  will  be  mailer  of  it 
*c  after  my  death,  I  take  a  degree  of  ro- 
"  mantic  delight  in  anticipating  it  in  the 
"  clofe  of  my  life  ;  and  it  is  thus  I  fum 
"  up  all  my  remaining  views  on  earth : 
"  to  fee  our  lands  improving  and  incrcak 
"ing  as  yours;  your  mother  and  me 
«'  fupported  and  ble fifed  by  you  and  your 
"  filter  ;  Harriet  provided  for;  and  you 
»«  fettled  for  life."  The  laft  exprefTion 
ftruck  Edmund  particularly  ;  yet  he 
was  uncertain  what  it  meant.  He 
looked  at  his  uncle,  as  if  for  an  ex- 
planation. "  Harriet,"  continued  Mr. 
Cowper,  *£  is  in  a  manner  already  pro- 

u  vidcd 
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ce  vided    for;    thanks    to    our    fainted 
"  friend  Dr.  Searle.    I  have  devoted  his 
"  legacy  of  a  thoufand    pounds  to  her. 
<f  It  will   be  enough    if   fhe    continue 
*'  fingle ;  but,  as  (he  may  be  prevailed 
"  upon   to    marry,  you    mufb   confider 
"  yourfcU   bound   to    pay    her    another 
*'  thoufand    when    (lie    does  ;     and     of 
"  courfe  you  will  in  the  mean  time  pro- 
"  vide  for  the  contingency.     Thefe  are 
<c  the  only   conditions  with  which  your 
"  little  eftate  mail  be  incumbered  ;  and  it 
<c  is  now  equal  to  the  terms,  and  much 
"  more  :  it  is  equal  to  the  fupport  of  a 
"  family  of  your  own."  Edmund's  looks 
befpoke  the  anxiety  which  this  language 
excitedjn  his  mind.     "  Where  there  is 
"  provifion    for   a    family,"   proceeded 
Cowper, ct  I  love  early  marriages:  hearts 
«{  affimilate,   the    hufband   and  the  wife 
«f  partake  the   fame  events,  purfue  the 
«'  fame  trains  of  thought,  grow  together 

"and 
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"  and  become  really  one.  My  advice  to 
c<  you,  Edmund,  is  to  become  a  hufbind 
"  as  fo;>n  as  you  can  :  with  refpcft  to 
<;  you,  it  is  now  rhe  only  thing  I  have 
"  to  wifh."  Edmund's  hcait  pa'pitated 
with  contending  fears  and  hopes.  Cjuld 
his  uncle  mean  a  marmge  that  might  in- 
creafe  his  profptrous  manag-  mtnr  of  the 
propeity,  or  would  he  encourage  one 
where  not  a  milling  could  be  looked 
for?  lie  was  emoarrafifcd  and  filent. 
Mr.  Cowfer  law  what  was  patting  in  his 
mind  j  he  was  no  ftranger  to  Edmund's 
attachment ;  and  he  was  happy  to  turn 
it  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his  views 
for  Aubrey  ;  for,  in  pondering  on  his 
fate,  he  had,  in  imagination,  married  his 
nephew  to  Emily,  and  Senfitive  to  Ar- 
thurina ;  and  had  thrown  Arthur  into 
Fortune's  way  under  the  guidance  of  his 
Weft-India  friend.  "  It  is  not  for  me, 
"  EJmund,"  continued  he,  "  to  direct 
2  "  the 


AUBREY. 

"  the  heart  to ;  love  your  choice  mud 
"  be  your  own  :  I  (hall  only  hint  that  I 
<f  attach  as  little  importance  to  a  woman's 
"  fortune  as  you  can.  I  have  no  objec- 
<f  tion  to  it ;  but  when  there  is  enough 
"  on  the  hufband's  fide,  I  think  it  a  mat- 
"  ter  of  indifference  j  and  I  fhould  pre- 
"  fcr  fome  girls  in  their  every-day  clothes 
"  to  others  wich  thirty  thoufand  pounds; 
"  for  inftance,  an  Emily  Aubrey  to  aMifs 
"  Spicer."  Edmund,  tranfported,  threw 
himfelf  into  his  uncle's  arms,  crying, 
"  Oh  Sir  !  Oh  my  uncle  !  Oh  my  fa- 
"  ther  !  You  know  my  heart ;  I  fee  you 
<f  know  my  heart."  When  his  rapture 
moderated,  he  avowed  his  paffion  for 
Emily  ;  and,  having  received  his  uncle's 
confent  to  folicit  her  hand,  converfed 
with  him  on  his  plans  for  the  Aubreys, 
felt  his  heart  fwell  with  love  and  benevo- 
lence, and  exprefTed  his  impatience  to  * 
accomplish  his  uncle's  god-like  defigns. 

"  Aubrey," 
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"  Aubrey,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper,  "  mud 
<c  be  confiderably  ernbarrafildj  but  to 
"  what  extent  I  do  not  exactly  know. 
"  He  will  certainly  want  fome  affiftance 
"  in  removing  ;  and  I  am  very  much 
11  afraid,  as  we  have  heard  nothing  of 
"  your  friend  Arthur's  preparation  for 
"  his  voyage,  that  his  father  has  not  been 
"  able  to  furnifh  the  means.  Now,  I 
'*  do  not  know  what  I  con  do  better  with 
"  the  other  thoufand  pounds,  left  at  my 
"  difpofal  by  Dr.  Scarle,  than  appropri- 
"  ate  a  part  of  the  fum  by  way  of  loan  to 
*'  Aubrey  ;  I  fay  loan>  for  we  mu(l  now 
<f  aft  with  double  dehcicy  towards  him. 
"  You  fhall  therefore  carry  with  you 
"  five  hundred  pounds ;  and,  if  that 
"  fliould  not  be  enough,  he  fhall  have  as 
'*  much  of  the  remainder  as  may  be 
<f  wanted." — "  Noble,  generous  man  !'* 
exclaimed  Edmund,  *{  God  will  blefs 
"  you  here,  and  hereafter." 

At 
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At  the  conclufion  of  this  converfadonv 
it  was  refolved  that  Edmund  fhould'fet 
off  for  Mariton  without  delay,  and  with- 
out apprizing  his  friends  of  his  journey. 
His  joy  at  fir  ft  was  boundlefs,  but  he  fud- 
dcnly  became  thoughtful  j  and  Mr.  Cow- 
per,  being  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  it,  re- 
quefted  he  would  explain  it.  "  Oh 
"  Sir  1"  faid  hr,  «  the  felfifhnefs  of  my 
"  rapture  made  me  forget  for  a  moment 
•'  the  untowardnefs  of  my  friend's  lot." 
•— IC  I  underftand  you,"  faid  Cowper, 
"  and  your  feelings  do  you  honour.  It 
<c  cannot  be,  my  dear  boy  :  but,  to  re- 
<f  lieve  you  as  much  as  I  can,  tell  your 
*'  friend  from  me  to  be  pruJen^  and  I 
'*  think  it  highly  probable  ih;it  your  fif» 
"  rer  may  one  day  or  o'iu-r  be  hi-  j  but 
"  he  is  going  to  the  Weil-  Indies  j  1  will 
"  have  no  c  ng.^gemcnt  made  .it  prc  lent." 
— '*  1  thank  you,  in  his  name,  my  clear 
"  Uncle,"  replied  Edmund,  "  for  the 

"  hope 
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ft  hope  alone,  and  I  an  Twer  for  his  being 
"  fatisfied  with  it.  I  mail  now  fet  off 
"  with  delight."  Loaded  with  kind  re- 
membrances, and  affeclion-ite  meflages, 
he  cook  his  leave  of  Mclford.  His  uncle 
drove  him  in  hb  one-horfe  chailc  to 
Glouccftcr,  whence  he  travelled  in  a 
public  carriage  as  far  as  Loughborough  } 
there  he  hired  a  porter  to  carry  his  port- 
manteau to  Mariton,  fctting  our,  how- 
ever, fo  as  to  precede  him  in  arriving  at 
the  parfonage, 

How  did  Edmund's  heart  glow  as  he 
drew  near  to  a  manfion  which  contained 
fo  large  a  portion  of  his  affection  I  The 
occurrences  of  his  former  vilic  came  all 
fre(h  to  his  memory  i  his  rambles  with 
the  family;  his  rides  with  Arthur \  his 
fall  into  the  river;  Emily'*,  plunge  after 
him ;  his  hopelcft  pafilon.  To  thefe 
im.^cs  fuccecded  the  ftill  more  delight- 
ful ones  of  his  unexpected  a.  pearancc  j 

of 
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of  his  communicating  the  joyful  tidings 
rcfpefting  the  curacy  of  Melford  ;  of  his 
preferring  the  means  of  effecting  a  re- 
moval j  of  his  daring  to  talk  of  love  to 
Emily.  When  he  came  within  fighc  of 
the  houfe,  his  fancy  penetrated  the  walls, 
ran  through  the  apartments,  where  utili- 
ty and  tafte  combined  to  afford  conve- 
nience and  to  charm  the  eye,  and  group, 
ed  the  beloved  inhabitants  in  thatpleafant 
well-remembered  room,  where  he  had  fo 
often  HAened,  enchanted,  to  the  voice  of 
Emily.  Her  he  placed  ar.  her  beautiful 
fine-toned  piano, harmonizingextempore 
melody  -,  which,  though  rapt  in  thought, 
flie  fwelled  occafion^lly  with  her  own 
vocal  tones,  at  times  defifting  and  again 
faliing  in  as  if  by  accident :  he  had  more 
than  once  oblerved  her  thus.  He  feated 
Arthur  in  a  reclining  pofture,  on  the  fo- 
pha,  liftening  to  her  Ipontaneous  drains; 
Arthurina,  drawing  at  the  uble,  had  put 

down 
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down  her  pencil  to  attend  more  fixedly 
to  the  heavenly  founds  with  which  her 
fifter  had,  unconfcioufly,  attracted  the  ad- 
miration of  the  whole  party  j  Aubrey  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  were  fitting  by  each  other, 
near  a  chearful  fire,  gazing  at  the  lovely 
mufician;  and  Arthur- William,  examin- 
ing a  large  map  on  the  carper,  had  his 
finger  at  the  place  he  was  engaged  in, 
while  his  eyes  and  ears  were  all  Emily's. 
Thus  beguiling  the  way  with  the  fairy 
pictures  of  imagination,  Edmund,  warmed 
by  walking  and  emotion,  approached  the 
parfonage.  The  day,  however,  was  one 
of  thofe  raw  and  mifty  ones  which  are  fo 
frequent  in  an  Englilh  winter.  When 
he  rang  at  the  gate,  his  great-coat  and 
hat  (hook  off  a  flight  fhowcr.  "  Come, 
"  Caefar,  come  ;"  cried  he,  haftening  the 
worthy  negro,  who,  not  obfcrving  the 
perfon  that  appeared  at  the  rails  of 
the  gate,  was  proceeding  flowly  through 

the 
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the   court.      The   found  of  Edmund's 
voice  rou-fed  him  from  his  lethargic  pace, 
and  he  greeted  the  youth  with  a  kind  in- 
quiry and  a  cordial  air.     "  Where's  the 
"  family3  my  good  fellow/'  faid  Edmund, 
haftening  into  the  hall,  where  he  flopped 
alarmed  at  what  he  faw.    The  place  was 
filled  with  furniture  packed  up:  he  could 
not  conceive   the  meaning  of  it ;   and 
moved  on   to  the    fitting-room:    alas! 
how  unlike  the  piflure  he  had  drawn  on 
the  way.     No  fire  was  in  the  grate,  the 
carpet  was  rolled   up,  the    mirrors   re- 
moved, the  piano-forte  cafcd.     "  What 
"  can  this   mean  ?"  cried   he  to  Casfar, 
who  had  followed  him:  "  where  is  Mr. 
"  Aubrey  ?  Where  is  Arthur  ?  Are  they 
"  going  away  ?"  Before  the  negro  conk 
anlwer,  two  men  came  into  the  room  to 
carry  out  fome  of  the  articles  j  and,  as 
the  door  opened,   Mrs.  Miller's  voice 
was  heard  calling  Casfar,  who  immedi- 
ately 
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«te1y  obeyed  the  fummons,  leaving  E.1- 
mund  in   amazement.     Hs   could   not 
bear  it;  lie  followed  j  and,  as  he  reached 
the    ftaircafe,    he   heard    diftinctly    the 
voices  of  Arthur,  Emily,  and  Anhurina 
call  our,   <c  Good  heaven  ?   Edmund  ?" 
He  flew  up;  they  ran  to  meet  him  ;  and, 
in  a  moment,  he  found  himfcJf  enclofed 
in  the  embraces  of  all  the  three,  Arthur 
exclaiming,  "  Edmund!"  while  his  filters 
poured  a  mower  of  tears  upon  his  arms. 
"  B-ittel!  me,"  cried  he,  "tell  me  what 
"  is  the  matter;  and  why  you  are  pack- 
'•  ing  up."      Unaccuftomed  to  the  pro- 
cedes  of  the  hvv,  Edmund  was  not  llruck 
with   the  idea  of  an  execution,  till    Ar- 
thur, prefting  his  hand,  liid  :  "  You  are 
"  come  at  a  very  melancholy  moment, 
"  my  dear  friend;  you  arc  come  to  fee  the 
"  houfc  ilript  of  every  thing  in  it :  the 
41  goods  are  lawfully  taken  for  the  pay- 
**  ment  of  fome  of  my  father's  debts." 

— "Oh 
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— <f  Oh  Heavens !"  cried  Edmund,  fud- 
denly  comprehending  the  nature  of  the 
calamity,  "  is  it  pofiible  any  man  can  be 
"  fo  hard-hearted  ?  But  it  fhall  not  b: 
"  done." — *c  It  cannot  be  prevented;" 
faid  Arthur.  «•  It  can  j  it  (hall ;"  faid 
Edmund,  returning  haftily  down  flairs ; 
as  haftily  accompanied  by  his  three  young 
friends.  They  fecmed  to  fkim  over  the 
Heps  to  the  bottom,  where  they  fuddenly 
flopped  by  an  impulfe  of  Emily's  j  who, 
fearful  of  Edmund's  emotion  betraying 
him  into  an  impropriety,  caught  him  by 
the  arm,  and  faid  :  "  Mr.  Smyth,  take 
"  care  j  I  beg  you  to  take  care :  Papa, 
cc  Sir,"  continued  fbe,  burfting  again  into 
tears,  "  Papa  is  upftairs  ;  fpeak  to  htm." 
•— "  Dear,  dear  Mifs  Aubrey,"  cried  he, 
awed  by  her  manner,  and  tortured  by 
her  tears,  "  I  will  obey  you ;  but  let 
'•  me  firft  fay  one  word  to  thcfe  men." 
She  no  longer  prevented  him  :  he  ftep- 

ped 
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ped  forward,  but  not  out  of  fight  of  his 
friends,  and,  in  a  low,  mild  tone  re- 
quefted  the  officer,  who  came  up  to  him, 
not  to  proceed,  as  he  had  reafon  to  think 
that  the  money,  for  which  the  things  were 
taken,  would  be  immediately  paid  into 
his  hands.  The  officer,  promifing  to 
wait  till  Edmund  had  fpoken  with  Au- 
brey, he  returned  to  his  friends,  and  ac- 
companied them  up  flairs. 

The  whole  family,  at  the  time  Edmund 
rang,  were  fitting  together  in  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's chamber,  whither  Arthur  led  him 
without  ceremony ;  and  where  he  found 
Aubrey,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  Arthur-William, 
and  Mrs.  Miller.  They  gave  him  an 
affectionate,  though  a  melancholy  wel- 
come ;  and  he  loft  no  time  in  com- 
municating the  offcrr  of  the  curacy  of 
Melford.  He  then  requefted  to-fpeak 
alone  with  Aubreyj  which  Mrs.  Aubrey 
interpreted  into  a  fignal  of  fome  new 
VOL.  iv.  o  calamity. 
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calamity.  "  Indeed  it  is  not,"  cried  Ed- 
mund. <f  If  fo,  my  dear  friend,"  faid 
Aubrey,  "  fpeak  here,  we  have  no  fe- 
"  crets,  Edmund."  Afraid  of  mention- 
ing  the  money  he  had  in  his  pocket,  with 
any  degree  of  indelicacy,  Edmund  look- 
ed round  with  fome  embarraflment,  and 
then  addrefling  Aubrey,  faid :  "  The 
"  fact  is,  my  dear  Mr.  Aubrey,  I  am 
f<  uneafy  left  you  fhould  make  my  un- 
*f  cle  unhappy  by  refufing  him  a  favour 
"  on  which  he  has  fct  his  heart." — "  I 
"  can  refufe  your  uncle  nothing  that  he 
«  will  afk,"  replied  Aubrey,  "  but  let 
"  me  firft  tell  you  that,  if  the  requeftbe 
"  to  make  the  change  immediately  from 
ct  Mariton  to  Melford,  compliance  will 
«'  not  be  in  my  power." — "  Nay,  but  5n- 
ft  deed,  Sir,"  replied  Edmund,  "  it  is  in 
*<  your  power." — "  To  banifh  all  re- 
"  ferve,"  faid  Aubrey,  <{  know  that  I  am 
"  fo  involved  in  debt  in  this  part  of  the 
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re  country,  that  a  removal  will  be  impof- 
"  fible,  except  fuch  a  one  as  will  give 
"  your  uncle  great  pain." — "  All  this 
"  you  may  furmount,  my  dear  Sir,  if  you 
"  will  condefcend  to  take  a  loan  of  a 
<(  fum  my  uncle  can  fpare,  and  which  I 
"  am  come  to  offer  you."  Edmund 
faying  this,  caft  his  eyes  on  Emily,  and 
was  rewarded  with  as  fweet  a  look  of  ap- 
probation as  was  ever  btftowed  on  man 
by  beautiful  eyes  gliftening  with  tears. 
Having  got  over  this  difficult  pitch  in 
the  way  of  delicacy,  he  briefly,  and  with 
cafe,  acquainted  Aubrey  with  Mr.  Cow- 
per's  propofal,  and  begged  that  he  would 
not  reject  it.  The  Aubreys,  charmed  with 
the  divine  character  of  Mr.  Cowper, 
were  all  of  them  loud  in  his  praife  j  and 
Edmund,  conftruing  their  kind  expref- 
fionsinto  concurrence,  intreated  Aubrey 
to  difmifs  the  men  that  were  below. 

o  2  Obligation 
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Obligation  to  fuch  a  man  as  Cowpcr 
could  never  be  painful,  and  the  alterna- 
tive was  too  frightful  to  be  endured : 
Aubrey  therefore  confented  to  go  down 
with  his  young  friend,  who,  anxious  that 
Mrs.  Aubrey  fhould  not  be  hurt  in  his 
prefence,  by  the  confufed  appearance  of 
the  houfe,  begged  her  to  remain  in  her 
room  with  Mils  Aubrey  and  Arthurina 
till  he  returned  for  them.  "  May  /come 
"  for  you  ?  or  is  it  Arthur's  place  ?" 
faid  he.  "  God  blefs  you  !"  replied 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  "  it  cannot  but  be  grati- 
"  fying  to  me  that  you  mould  confider 
"  any  office  of  my  Ion's  as  definable." 
He  then  went  out  of  the  room  with  Au- 
brey and  Arthur,  leaving  Mrs.  Aubrey 
and  the  girls  admiring  and  blefling  him. 
They  made  their  way  throuh  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  hall  into  the  ftudy,  which 
had  remained  untouched.  The  bufinefs 
was  foon  fettled  j  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
ecutions 
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ecutions  were  for  three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds :  the  officer  produced  an  inven- 
tory of  the  property  he  had  levied  for  that 
fum,  which,  on  receiving  the  money 
from  Edmund,  he  advifed  mould  be 
made  over  to  him  as  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chafer,  that  the  articles  might  not  again 
be  liable  to  a  levy.  To  this  Edmund 
was  a  little  averfe  j  but,  the  reafon  being 
too  evident,  he  confented,  and  took  a  re- 
ceipt fiom  the  officer,  who  delivered  the 
things  to  him,  and  promifed  to  execute 
a  formal  deed  of  conveyance.  "  That 
"  will  do  another  time,  my  worthy 
"  friend,"  faid  Edmund,  "  but  at  pre- 
c<  fent  you  will  greatly  oblige  me  by 
'*  making  the  men,  with  as  much  expe- 
ft  dition  as  pofilble,  put  every  article  in 
"  its  proper  phce  :  they  (hall  be  amply 
"  compenfatcd  if  they  make  h.ifte. 
"  Pray,  Sir,"  continued  he,  addreffing 
Aubrey,  "  do  not  go  to  the  ladies  till 
03  "  every 
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"  every  thing  is  arranged."  In  a  mo- 
ment all  was  buftle  ;  the  men,  eager  for 
their  reward,  were  more  expeditious  in 
replacing  than  they  had  been  in  difturb- 
ing  the  order  of  the  houfe  ;  Csefar  and 
Betty  gave  helping  hands  with  fmiling 
countenances j  and  Edmund  and  Arthur 
exerted  thcmfclvts  together  ;  while  Au- 
brey locked  himfelf  up  in  his  ftudy,  to 
adore  his  heavenly  benefactor,  and  to 
humble  himfelf  for  his  want  of  ability 
and  virtue  to  meet  with  rectitude  the 
difpenfations  of  his  providence. 

By  the  united  energy,  produced  by  the 
viewof  remuneration,  and  by  the  fuperior 
excitement  of  love  and  greatnefsof  mind, 
the  parfonage,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  wore 
its  ufual  appearance  ;  and  a  blazing  fire 
gave  additional  chearfulncfs  to  that  room 
where  Edmund's  fancy  had  painted  his 
harmonizing  angel  unconfcioufly  en- 
chanting her  own  loved  group.  No 

fooner 


AUBREY.  295 

tooner  were  the  men  difcharged  than  he 
flew  up  to  Mrs.  Aubrey's  chamber,  faying, 
as  he  entered,  "  I  have  taken  Arthur's 
"  place,  and  am  come  for  my  mother." 
Mrs.  Aubrey  prelTed  him  to  her  bofom, 
kified  him  with  the  warmth  of  a  mo- 
ther, and  called  him  her  fon.  The 
kifies  of  his  own  mother  had  never  been 
Tweeter  to  him,  beftowed  as  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's was  in  the  prefence  of  his  Emily, 
and  accompanied  with  a  title  for  which 
he  longed,  and  for  which  he  was  come  to 
fue.  He  handed  her  down  flairs,  follow, 
cd  by  the  girls ;  and  felt  a  greater  plea- 
fure  than  he  had  ever  experienced  in  his 
life,  when  he  placed  her  in  her  chair  by 
the  fire  fide.  On  the  countenance  of 
Aubrey  there  ftill  hung  a  gloom  which 
Edmund  and  Arthur  ftrove  to  difllpate 
by  talking  of  Mr.  Cowperand  Melford, 
of  a  fpeedy  fettlement  in  that  delightful 
fpot,  and  of  effects  to  be  hoped  from  fru- 
o  4  gality 
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gality  and  agriculture.  Aubrey  was  not 
infcnfible  to  their  amiable  efforts,  ftrove 
to  be  chearful,  and  was  at  length  fuc- 
cefsful.  But  his  chearfulnefs  was  not 
that  of  oblivion  ;  he  reflected  more  than 
ever  on  his  fituation,  and  he  forefaw 
fimilarrecurrencesof  the  terrible  dilemma 
from  which  he  had  been  relieved  by 
friendfhip— a  friendfhip  which  could  not 
be  again  exerted,  and  if  it  could,  ought 
not  to  be  permitted.  The  time  was  ap- 
proaching too  when  it  would  be  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  furrender  his  perfon  in 
difcharge  of  his  bail ;  and  he  had,  foon 
after  his  arreft,  written  to  Dr.  Bowes 
to  inform  him  that  -it  would  probably 
be  out  of  his  power  to  continue  his 
curaie.  He  pondered  on  his  wayward 
fate,  and  reproached  the  memory  of  his 
uncle  ;  but  could  fee  no  profpect  of  fur- 
mounting  his  difficulties,  till  at  length  he 
thought  of  calling  his  creditors  together, 

laying 
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laying  his  fituition  before  them,  and  re- 
quefting  their  direction.  He  communt- 
cated  this  idea  to  Arthur  and  EdmuncJ, 
and  the  latter  begged  he  would  allow 
him  to  write  previoufly  on  the  fubject  to 
his  unclr,  to  which  Aubrey  aflented,  and 
likewifc  wrote  himfelf. 

The  letters  difpatchtd,  the  two  lads 
had  time  to  talk  upon  the  themes  in 
which  their  hearts  were  fo  warmly  in- 
terefted.  As  foon  as  they  were  alone  in 
the  next  morning's  ramble,  Edmund  de- 
livered his  -uncle's  mcfifage  to  Arthur, 
faying  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  wifhed, 
with  all  his  heart,  that  it  was  not  neccf- 
fary  for  him  to  go  abroad ;  for  that  he 
was  certain,  that  Harriet  was  fenfible  of 
his  attachment,  and  waited  only  a  fair 
opportunity  to  convince  him  of  it  :— 
"  But  what  is  to  be  done,"  my  dear 
friend,  continued  he,  "  as  matters  ftand 
«  at  prcfent?"— •"  My  dear  Edmund," 
o  5  replied 
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replied  Arthur,  {C  your  uncle  is  right  -,  I 
"  felt  thejuftnefs  of  his  fentiment  before 
ic  you  brought  me  his  kind  meffage;  and 
"  even  while  under  the  fame  roof  with 
<{  your  fifter  j  while  (he  was  here,  I  deter- 
"  mined  not  to  involve  her  in  the  ad- 
*'  verfe  fate  to  which  I  am  doomed.  I 
"  love,  and  (hall  love  her  as  long  as  I 
"  breathe  j  but  I  have  banifhed  all 
"  thoughts  of  marrying.  No,  Edmund, 
<c  it  muft  not  be*  while  my  family  are  in 
c<  diftrefs,  I  mail  endeavour  to  bend  all  my 
"  efforts  to  extricate  them,  and  devote 
<f  my  life  to  their  comfort.  What  I  have 
ft  fuffered  lately,  from  the  events  that 
*'  have  taken  place  at  the  Parfonage,  has 
<{  opened  my  eyes  to  life,  and  convinced 
<f  me,  that  we  are  not  born  to  wifh 
"  and  to  enjoy,  but  to  ftruggle  and  be 
<{  patient.  I  am  well  difpofed  to  ftrug- 
"  gle,  but  I  am  afraid  I  (hall  have  no 
cc  footing  to  bear  me  up  in  the  forlorn 
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"  ftate  of  our  affairs :  it  is  not  in  my  fa- 
f<  ther's  power  even  to  enable  me  to  go 
"  abroad." — u  I  was  afraid  of  it,"  faid 
Edmund,  "  and  my  uncle  told  me  he 
"  thought  fo  j  but  as  your  plan  is  the 
<{  only  hope  you  have  of  recovering  a 
"  ftate  of  competence,  it  mult  be  ef- 
"  fefled.  I  have  written  to  my  uncle 
"  for  as  much  money  as  he  can  fpare, 
"  and  I  hope  it  will  be  enough,  not  only 
"  to  fatisfy  your  father's  creditors  for  the 
"  prefent,  but  to  fet  you  off." — «  Ed- 
"  mund  !"  faid  Arthur,  "  words  cannot 
"  exprefs  to  you  the  opinion  I  have  of 
"  your  virtue,  nor  the  purity  of  my 
"  friendlhip;  but  I  know  you  will  think 
"  I  give  you  the  bed  proof  of  both,  in 
"  affuring  you,  that  I  warmly  wifh  your 
"  hope  may  be  realized."  Then  turn- 
ing  the  converfution — {<  Will  not  the 
"  rcfidence  of  our  family  at  Melford," 
faid  he,  "  be  a  fource  of  mifery  to  you, 
06  "  Edmund  ? 


"  Edmund  ?  To  behold  daily  the  objeft 
"  of  love,  while  one  is  doomed  to  relin- 
"  qutfh  hope,  muft  be  of  all  dates  the 
"  moft  mifcrabie  I  Your  fate,  my  friend, 
"  will  be  worfc  than  mine/'  Edmund'* 
countenance  brightened.  "  O !  Arthur," 
cried  he,  "  I  have  fuch  joyful  news  to- 
tell  you  1"  He  then  proceeded,  in  the 
moft  animated  manner,  to  difclofc  his 
uncle's  approbation,  the  ftatc  of  his  af- 
fairs, and  the  hope  he  had  of  a  comfort- 
able provifion  for  Emily,  if  he  could  ob- 
tain her  hand.  "  Mr.  Cowper,"  (aid 
Arthur,  a  has  one  of  the  noblcfl  minds 
"  inhabiting  the  human  frame.  I  knew 
"  you  would  be  my -brother.  I  rejoice 
"  in  your  profpeft  of  blifc ;  but  to  cfFccl 
"  it,  I  fear  you  will  find  requires  more 
"  management  than  evcrj  not  with  rr.y 
«'  father  and  mother,  but  with  Emily 
rfelf.  Her  confent,  at  prefent,  will 
"  have  the  appearance  of  dcferting  the 
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"  family  in  the  hour  of  diftrcfs ;  added 
"  to  which,  it  may  fccm  to  be  her  in- 
"  tercft  as  well  as  her  choice." — "  Oh  ! 
'*  but  the  greatnefs  of  her  foul !"  cried 
Edmund.  — 4<  Is,"  continued  Arthur, 
<r  what  I  am  mod  afraid  of ;  but  I  think 
•*  I  have  an  argument  that  will  fatisfy 
"  her.  She  has  refuied,  not  only  Colonel 
"  Spkcr,  buc  oar  worthy  friend  Rowley, 
"  both  men  of  fortune  *  this  will  remove 
"  the  latter  objection  ;  but  I  doubt  her 
<c  being  prevailed  upon  to  leave  my  fa- 
"  thcr  and  mother  at  prefent." — "  Oh  ! 
"  let  her  content  to  be  mine,"  faid  Ed- 
mund, "  and  we  (hall  all  be  as  one 
"  family." — <c  Happy,  happy  Edmund  !" 
cried  Arthur,  <4  nurfed  in  misfortune, 
"  reared  by  induftry,  your  guardian 
u  angel  has  been  warchful  over  you,  and 
"  prepared  for  you  an  enviable  bt  i 
"  while  mine,  from  profpcriry  and  the 
<c  fairclt  profpccts,  fuifcrs  me  to  fink 
-  "  within 
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"  within  the  view  of  blifs,  and  permits 
<c  the  moft  flattering  years  of  life  to  be 
"  fpent  in  abfence  from  thofe  who  pof- 
"  fefs  my  heart !"  The  contrafi  was 
ftriking,  the  lively  manner  in  which  it 
was. made,  touched  Edmund  to  the  foul. 
"  Oh,  Arthur !"  faid  he,  "  would  to  God 
"  it  were  in  the  nature  of  things  that  I 
"  could  take  your  place  !  but  of  this  be 
<c  affured,  that  my  happinefs  cannot  be 
u  complete  till  you  return,  even  if  Emily 
"  confent  to  be  mine."  After  a  fhort 
paufe,  Arthur  faid,  with  a  figh,  "  I  will 
"  think  of  you,  and  ftrive  to  ddferve  my 
"  (hare,  whether  it  be  my  fate  or  not." 
They  now  walked  in  filence  towards  the 
village,  but  before  they  reached  it,  roufed 
from  their  reverie,  they  agreed  to  exert 
themiclves  to  enliven  the  Parfonage. 
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CHAPTER    XLIX. 

Edmund*  $  bold  Addrefs.  Letters  from  Melford* 
A  Meeting  of  Creditors*  Arrival  of  a  Stran~ 
gtr.  Refult  of  the  Meeting  of  Creditors.  Au- 
brty  arrefted.  time  of  Removal  from  Mari- 
ton  determined. 

EDMUND,  encouraged  by  his  uncle's 
approbation  and  plans,  was  refolved  to- 
lofe  no  time  in  putting  an  end  to  every 
doubt  refpe&ing  the  fate  of  his  attach- 
ment j  but  his  heart  told  him  that  before 
he  applied  to  Aubrey,  he  fhould  have 
Emily's  permiffion  to  do  it.  He  did  not 
cafily  find  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  with 
tar  by  herfelf ;  and  he  was  at  la(t  obliged 
to  afk  Arthur's  afiiftance,  who,  next 
morning,  when  Aubrey  was  employed 

in 
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in  the  ftudy  writing  letters  to  his  credi- 
tors, and  Mrs.  Aubrey  was  engaged  in 
fome  domeftic  concerns,  effected  his 
wifh  by  drawing  away  Arthurina  and 
Arthur  William. 

When  Emily  found  hcrfelf  alone  with, 
Edmund,  ihe  felt  a  flutter  'or  which  (he 
could  not  account;  but  he  was  no  longer 
the  bafhful,  paflivc,  timid  lover  that  he 
was  when  he  confidered  that  he  had' no 
pretenfion  to  hope.  "  Allow  me,  Mifs 
"  Aubrey,"  faid  he,  "  to  take  this  fa- 
"  fourable  moment  ro  entreat  your  ap- 
"  probation  of  a  pafiion  you  have  in- 
«'  fpired.  Oh!  fufFer  me  to  take  your 
"  hand,  and  to  fwear  upon  it  the  pureft, 
tf  tenderefr,  warmed  vows,  which  you 
"  have  taught  my  heart  to  conceive.  I 
"  fwear  then,"  continued  he,  eagerly  im- 
printing a  kifs  upon  itj  <c  I  fwear !> 

Emily  haci  iuffered  him  to  take  her  hand, 
but  no  (boner  felt  his  kifs  upon  it  than 

me 
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flie  recollected  herfelf,  and  withdrawing 
it,  faid :  "  Edmund,  I  am  not  infenfible 
"  of  your  worth  j  you  defervc  much 
"  more  happinefs  than  it  is  in  my  power 
Cf  to  beftow  ;  but  this  is  not  a  time,  nor 
"  are  we  either  of  us  in  a  fituation  to  talk 
"  of  love." — "  I  will  convince,  you, 
"  Emily,"  cried  he,  "  if  you  will  but 
"  hear  me,  that  this  is  the  fitted  time, 
"  and  that  I  am  in  a  fituation,  to  talk  of 
«  love."— «  I  am  glad,"  faid  (he,  "  to 
"  hear  of  your  profperity;  butheatwhofe 
"  difpofal  I  am  is  not  profperous  j  and 
"  at  all  events  I  will  hear  of  no  love  that 
<c  he  has  not  advifed,  nor  of  any  that  he 
"  does,  if  he  is  to  be  wounded  by  it."— 
"  I  confent,  Emily,"  replied  he,  ct  to 
"  leave  my  fate  in  his  hands  j  I  afk  but 
'*  your  permiflion  to  fpeak  to  him  :  I 
"  have  already  obtained  my  uncle's,  if 
"  you  will  confent  to  it."—"  Edmund," 
faid  Ihe,  "  I  will  treat  you  with  the  can- 

"  dour 
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"  dour  you  deferve.  I  feel  for  you  a 
"  more  than  common  affection  j  and  to 
"  know  that  you  think  me  worthy  of 
"yours  is  truly  grateful  to  my  heart; 
*f  but  the  thought  of  any  alteration  of 
"  life  at  prefent  cannot  enter  my  mind. 
"  You  may  tell  what  has  now  paficd  be- 
"  tween  us  to  my  father  and  mother,  for 
"  I  mall  do  it.  Hereafter,  if  things  take 
"  a  happier  turn,  and  they  advife  it,  I 
"  will  liften  to  you  :  meanwhile  defift 
"  from  attempting  to  picture  to  yourfelf 
l{  or  tome  a  happinefs  the  enjoyment  of 
*f  which  would  be  a  reproach  to  our 
"  minds  at  this  bitter  juncture." — "I  am 
"  fatisfied,  my  Emily-,"  cried  Edmund, 
*'  with  the  delicious  hope  you  have  given 
"  me  :  yes,  yes,  things  will  take  a  happy 
'*  turn  at  Melford."  Saying  which,  he 
again  took  her  hand  and  kifled  it,  nor 
did  me  refufe  it.  She  held  in  it  a 
handkerchiefj  which  fhe  left  in  his  hand 

without 
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\viihout  uttering  a  word.  He  looked  at 
it  with  rapture,  and  placed  it  in  his 
bofom.  She  fmiled,  and  faid,  (he 
hoped  it  would  never  again  prove 
fo  dangerous  as  it  once  had.  Still  more 
delighted  to  find  it  the  handkerchief 
which  had  been  the  caufc  of  his  fall  into 
the  river,  he  kidcd  ic  again  and  again, 
and  vowed  he  would  prize  it  as  long  as 
he  lived. 

Emily  then  entered  into  fome  con- 
verfation  with  him  refpecting  the  re- 
moval of  .her  family  to  Mclford  ;  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  joining  them,  entered  into 
the  topics  it  prefented  with  great  intereft. 
It  was  renewed  when  all  the  family  were 
aflembled  j  they  were  delighted  to  dwell 
upon  it  j  and  Aubrey  only  waited  for 
leters  from  Mr.  Cowper  to  take  the  pre- 
liminary fteps.  Thefe  were  not  long 
delayed  :  Aubrey  and  Edmund  both  re- 
ceived anfwers  by  the  return  of  the  poft. 

To 
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To  the  former,  Mr.  Cowper,  in  th« 
mod  friendly  terms,  exprefied  his  plea- 
fure  at  the  determination  which  it  had 
occurred  to  him  to  make  j  and  to  the 
latter  he  faid,  that  as  much  of  the  re- 
maining five  hundred  pounds  of  Dr. 
Searlc's  donation  as  was  neceffary  to 
complete  Aubrey's  views,  and  effect  his 
removal,  was  at  his  command  ;  that  the 
whole,  within  two  days,  mould  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  his  banker  at  Gloucefter 
in  Edmund's  name,  who  might  draw  to 
the  full  extent  of  it.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  conceive  the  imprefiion  made  by 
thefe  letters  at  the  Parfonage  :  a  new  zed 
was  given  to  the  efteem  and  affection 
infpired  by  Cowper,  and  admiration  was 
accompanied  by  prayers  for  his  happi. 
nefs.  Edmund's  delight  was  ineffable  j 
and  he  urged  Aubrey  to  aflfcmble  his 
Creditors  as  foon  as  poffible,  convinced 
that  the  offer  his  friend  was  enabled  to 

make 
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make  would  fatisfy  them,  and  procure 
ample  time  for  a  final  fetclement. 

A  full  meeting  was  not  eafily  obtained, 
for  fome  of  the  creditors  were  not  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  and  Edmund  had  fpent, 
not  unhappily, the  whole  monthof  Febru- 
ary at  the  Parfonage  before  it  was  effect- 
ed, though  the  mod  preffing  letters  had 
been  written  on  the  occafion.  At  length 

O 

a  meeting  was  held  at  an  inn  at  Lough- 
borough,  where  Aubrey,  accompanied 
only  by  Edmund,  appeared  and  plainly 
ftated  his  cafe.  "  Gentlemen,"  faid  he, 
*'  my  fituation  muft  be  a  moft  painful 
"  one  to  a  man  acquainted  with  the  na- 
"  ture  of  fociety,  and  fenfible  of  the  un- 
"  alterable  rules  of  juftice.  No  name  too 
"  harlh  can  be  given  to  one  capable  of 
"  coolly  meditating  a  breach  of  thofe 
"  rules  j  but,  on  the  other  hand,  fome 
"  lenity  is  perhaps  due  to  him  who  is  un- 
«'  warily  led,  ftep  by  flep,  to  contract  debts 

«  till 
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*c  till  he  findshimfelf  unabletopaythem." 
— "  Humph  !"  grunted  a  lufty  grocer, 
whofe  knit  brow  brow  befpoke  a  difiatif- 
fied  mind  ;  "  no  man  fhould  contract  a 
<f  debt,  unlefs  he  is  clear  he  can  pay  it." 
— "  It  would  not  be  very  eafy,  Sir," 
faid  Aubrey,  roufed,  but  notdifconcerted 
by  this  remark,  "  to  fettle  a  definition  of 
<c  the  word  clear  in  the  fenfe  you  ufe  it, 
c<  for  fuch  dearmjs  may  require  a  pro- 
"  pordonate  fum  to  be  conftantly  in 
"  hand  :  but  if  expectation  be  a  fufficient 
'*  clearnefs,  your  obfervation  cannot  ap- 
"  ply  to  me.  I  never  contracled  a  debt 
"  without  a  profpedt  of  paying  it ;  and 
*e  though  I  am  unfortunate  at  prefent,  I 
"  ftill  hope  that  it  will  finally  be  in  my 
"  power  to  difcharge  every  (hilling  I 
"  owe." — "  Humph  !"  faid  the  grocer, 
"  I  have  no  notion  of  a  man  bringing  up 
"  a  family  to  fing,  pipe,  and  fiddle  away 
**  with  my  money j  nor  to  give  Sunday 

C(  dinners 
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<f  dinners  to  poor  people  at  my  coft." — 
"  Misfortune,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  naturally 
"  lays  a  load  on  the  mind,  which  it  is  the 
ce  part  of  wiidom  to  lighten  as  much  as 
*'  pofiible,  if  crime  make  no  part  of  the 
(t  burden.  A  man,  Sir,  muft  beamonfter 
Cl  to  break  the  fpirit  of  his  children,  who 
"  are  involved  in  his  fate:  if  mufic  will 
"  alleviate  their  calamity,  he  would  be  a 
€f  wretch  did  he  not  promote  it.  As  to 
<c  little  fervices  rendered  to  the  needy, 
"they  mould  be  confidcrcd  as  priority 
**  debts :  charity  is  a  debt  due  to  the 
"  Almighty,  and  I  hope  you  will  allow 
"  that  bis  debts  ought  to  be  firft  paid." 
— "  Humph  !"  cried  the  difputant, 
"juftice  in  our  dealings  is  alfo  a  debc 
"due  to  God."  —  "True,"  rejoined 
Aubrey,  c<  but  what  creditor's  demand 
"  is  fo  urgent  as  that  of  the  hungry  and 
"  naked  ?  The  rich  can  better  wait." 
— tf  Humph  !"  replied  the  man,  "  it  is 

"  in 
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ct  in  a  manner  difpenfing  the  property 
"of  another:  have  you  a  right  to  do 
«  that  ?"— «  Would  to  God  I  had  the 
"  power  !"    cried   Aubrey,    "  I  would 
<f  not  debate  the  right:  there  is  not  a 
cc  wealthy  man  throughout  the  kingdom 
Cf  into  whofe  purfe  I  would  not  plunge 
cl  my  hand,  and  while  I  left  him  luxury, 
<c  I  would  difpenfe  comfort  to  all.     The 
<(  rich  mould  not  forget  that  they  are  the 
ct  appointed  ftewards   of  the  poor."-— 
"  Humph  !  mayhap  a  creditor  of  your's 
<c  maybe  poor." — "  That,"  faid Aubrey, 
"  I  deny  ;  and  if  he  were,  Juftice  and 
"  Charity  would  go  "hand  in  hand,  and  I 
"  would  divide  my  laft  milling  with  him. 
*'  But  I  truft,"  continued  he,  "  that  we 
"  are  not  met  to  debate  upon  my  errors; 
"  I  hope   I   fee  friends,  not  adverfaries 
"  round  me  ;  for  I  have  called  you  toge- 
<c  ther  to  (late  my  fituation,  afk  your  ad- 
"  vice,  and  follow  your  directions."    He 

then 
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then  ftated  at  large  the  extraordinary, 
unforefeen  lofs  of  his  family  eftates,  the 
difappoincment  of  his  expeiflation  of  pre- 
ferment, and  his  efforts  to  reform  every 
fuperfluous  expence,  concluding  with  his 
wifh  to  remove  from  Mariton,  and  his 
inability  to  offer  more  than  a  few  hun- 
dreds among  them ;  three  hundred  or 
three  hundred  and  fifty  atfarcheft,  which 
was  not  equal  to  a  fourth  of  their  de- 
mands. When  Aubrey  ccafed  fpeaking 
a  partial  murmur  was  heard  among  the 
creditors;  but  fomc  feemed  favourable, 
and  a  miller  at  the  bottom  of  the  table 
addrefiing  him,  faid  :  "  Mr.  Aubrey,  I 
"  firmly  believe  that  were  it  in  your 
<«  power,  you  would  not  only  pay  your 
"  debts,  but  take  delight  to  aflill  any 
"  man  here ;  I  therefore,  for  my  part, 
"  declare  that  I  am  perfectly  fatisfied, 
tc  and  if  the  reft  of  the  creditors  will 
"  agree,  I  (hall  be  happy  to  wait  till  you 
VOL.  iv.  P  « arc 
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<c  are  able,  without  taking  away  from 
"  you  the  little  money  that  remains  in 
<l  your  hands  :  nay,  I  am  willing  to  fign 
<f  a  receipt,  and  truft  to  you  entirely,  if  it 
•'  is  ever  in  your  power."  ,  A  difpute 
here  arofe  among  the  creditors,  who  dif- 
fered widely  in  their  opinions,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  a  very  warm  reprobation  of 
the  fentiments  of  one  another. 

In  the  midftofthe  debate  Casfar  en- 
tered the  room,  and  delivered  a  letter 
to  his  matter  from  Mrs.  Aubrey,  con- 
taining thefe  few  lines :  "  A  moft  ex- 
<e  traordinary  occurrence,  my  deareft 
<e  Aubrey,  is  the  occafion  of  my  fending 
<{  for  you.  I  will  not  lofe  time  by  en- 
<e  tering  into  an  explanation  j  but,  left 
"  you  fbould  be  uneafy,  I  will  juft  fay 
cc  that  this  fingular  event  is  of  the  moft 
«  fortunate  nature,  and  confidered  by 
<*  me  ss  the  interpofition  of  Providence. 
'•  If  poflible,  leave  the  bufinefs  you  are 
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"  about,  and  come  home  for  an  hour : 
"  you  may  return."  On  reading  this 
note,  Aubrey  alked  his  creditors  if  he 
mould  leave  them  to  confider  of  what 
he  had  faid  j  and,  upon  their  confenting, 
he  told  them  that  the  letter  he  had  juft 
received  mentioned  a  circumftance  which 
rendered  in  neceffary  for  him  to  go  home, 
but  that  he  fhould  not  be  long  gone. 
He  then  left  them,  and  fet  out  immedi- 
ately with  Edmund  for  Mariton.  From 
Caviar  he  learned  that  a  ftranger  with  a 
fuperb  equipage  had  arrived  at  the  Par- 
^e,  but  of  what  nature  his  vifit  was 
.;r  knew  nothing.  This,  however, 
was  foon  explained  by  die  gentleman 
hir,  '>m  he  found  liftening  to  a 

duet  fung  by  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  Emily. 
Mrs.    Aubrey  immediately    introduced 
each  other ;  'irey  learned 

he  had  under  his  roof  the  young, 
benevolcrir,accompliihed,hand!bme,and 
P  2  rich 
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rich  Mr.  HamlinCj  of  whofe  wealth  and 
noble  fpirit  he  had  often  heard.  He 
took  Aubrey  by  the  hand,  and  with  the 
prepoffc fling  add refs  of  virtue,  beauty,  and 
accomplifhment  united,  repeated  the  bufi- 
nefshe  had  already  opened  to  Mrs.  Aubrey. 
"  I  am  come,  my  dear  Sir,  to  make  you 
fc  a  propoial,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
*{  your  concurrence,  as  I  think  it  will  be 
**  mutually  advantageous  to  us.  You 
st  have  never,  I  find,  been  told  of  Mrs. 
<c  Aubrey's  title  to  an  eftate  in  the  ifland 
«  of  St.  Kitt's."— «  Title  !"  cried  Au- 
brey, aflonilhed.  "  Yes,"  replied  Mr. 
Hamline,  "  as  clear  as  mine  to  my 
<l  eftates."  He  then  proceeded  to  in- 
form Aubrey  that  the  eftate  alluded  to, 
called  Montptlicr,  belonged  to  Mr.  Mel- 
vil,  who  had  put  it  in  truft  to  pay  off  its 
debt?,  and  that  at  his  death  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  much  involved  ;  but  that 
having  for  many  years  made  good  crops, 

he 
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he  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  nearly,  if 
not  entirely  clear  of  debts  :  that  the  truf- 
tee,  who  was  a  man  of  no  principle,  ap-1 
propriated  the  returns  to  himfelf,  and  had 
no  fear  of  ever  being  called  to  account, 
ihe  heirefs  having  been  fo  long  unheard 
of.       Mr.   Hamline  then    faid  that  he 
fhould  be  glad  to  buy  the  title  ;  and  that 
as  he  had  the  commind   of  money,  he 
would  bring  the   truftce   to  an  account. 
"  I  will  make  y^u  a  fair  offer,  Mr.  Au- 
"  brey,"  continued  he  :    "I  know  not 
"  what  the  full  value  may  be,  or  how  the 
cc  accounts  ftand,  anJ  I  muft  be  at  a  con-' 
<f  fiderable  expence  j  therefore  I  propofe 
11  to  give  you  five  thouland  pounds  for 
"  the   title  j   if  it  prove   worth  more  I 
"  (hall  not  be  backward  in  a  further  ad- 
l(  vance."     This  was  indeed  a  mod  un- 
expected event;  nor  did   Aubrey  want 
much  perfuafion  to  clofc  with  the  offer: 
he   was   1'ufficicntly  acquainted  with  the 
p  3  charac- 
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character  of  Mr.  Hamline  to  know  that 
he  would  make  no  propofal  that  was  noc 
only  juft  buc  generous.  The  bargain  was 
concluded  to  the  general  joy  of  the  whole 
family;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  con- 
veyance (hould  be  made  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  with  all  the  due  formalities  oflaw. 
Aubrey  then  inquired  by  what  means  Mr. 
Hamline  had  difcovered  the  title  to  be 
in  Mrs.  Aubrey.  "  By  the  mereft  acci- 
dent," faid  Mr.  Hamline,  "  which 
fc  arofe  from  the  delay  of  your  fon's 
"going  to  St.  Kitt's;  for  it  was  to 
«c  me  that  Mr.  Cowper  applied  be- 
"  fore  Chriftmas  in  his  favour  I  again 
"  received  a  letter'  from  him  laft  week, 
"  accounting  for  the  delay  in  an  arr.i- 
»c  able,  friendly  manner;  and  men- 
<{  tioning,  in  order  to  intereft  me  the 
<«  more  for  Mr.  Aubrey,  his  mother 
"  being  the  daughter  of  a  Weft  Indian 
"  of  St.  Kitt's,  of  the  name  of 
"  Melvil  ;  fo  that  I  learned  by 

"  the 
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"  the  mod  unlocked  for  hazard  what  I 
"  had  been  above  a  year  endeavouring 
"  to  difcover.  Hearing  how  welcome 
"  the  tidings  might  be  to  you,  I  dercr- 
"  mined  to  come  down  toMariton  i  and 
"  I  fhall  be  very  happy  to  prove  myfelf 
"  a  friend  to  the  family.  The  Ipring 
'*  fhips  will  be  failing  in  about  fix  weeks, 
"  and  if  Mr.  Aubrey  goes  OIK  I  have  no 
"  doubt  of  being  able  to  be  of  fcrvice 
"  to  him."  Arthur  afiured  him  he 
fhould  be  proud  of  a  patron  of  fuch  a 
character;  and  Aubrey  invited  him  to 
pafs  a  few  days  at  the  Parfonage.  To 
this  he  confentedj  and,  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  bufinefs  at  Lough- 
borough,  propofed  to  take  Aubrey  over 
in  his  cairiagc,  and  fettle  it  at  once. 
The  offer  \\ as  accepted.  On  the  road 
Aubrey  gave  an  account  of  the  charac- 
ters he  had  to  deal  with,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  know  what  the  reiulution 
P  4  of 
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of  the  creditors  was  before  he  proceeded 
to  fettle  with  them. 

When  he  met  them,  the  majority  had 
four  faces.  One  faid,  "  Lookee,  Mr. 
"  Aubrey,  I  cannot  do  without  my  mo- 
"  ney,  and  fo  I  am  determined  to  have 
« it."—"  I'll  have  all  or  none,"  faid 
another.  "  So  will  I."—"  And  I," 
faid  a  third,  and  fourth.  On  the  other 
hand,  feveral  a(Tured  him  that  they  would 
never  trouble  him  :  and  among  thefc,  to 
his  great  furprife,  was  his  firft  oppo- 
nent, who  fpoke  to  him  with  a  civility 
and  kindnefs  that  won  his  heart.  "  I 
"  meant  nothing  by  my  bluntnefs,"  faid 
he,  <f  but  to  try'  you  j  pray  think  no 
"more  of  what  you  owe  mej  I  never 
"  mail."— 4t  Howeverbluntthe  language 
"  of  a  man,"  faid  Aubrey,  c<  the  heart 
c<  that  dictates  fuch  generofity  cannot 
"  but  be  noble :  but  I  rejoice  more  than 
"  I  can  tell  you,  in  having  it  in  my 
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cc  power  to  convince  you  that  it  is  not 
f(  fhown  to  one  capable  of  abufing  it. 
ct  Have  the  goodnefs  to  write  a  receipt 
"  for  the  full  amount  of  what  I  owe  you, 
"  and  I  will  immediately  pay  it."  The 
generous  grocer  inltantly  produced  his 
pocket-book,  noted  the  fum,  and  began 
to  write,  while  others  of  the  creditors 
murmured,  and  faid  it  was  unfair  to  pay 
one  in  preference  to  the  reft.  Aubrey 
then  addreflcd  the  miller  at  the  bottom 
of  the  table,  requeuing  that  he  would 
alfb  write  a  receipt.  The  honeft  miller 
was  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  do 
it  j  for,  though  fixty  pounds  was  money, 
thank  God  he  did  not  want.it,  and  it  was 
pulling  a  man  to  pieces  to  take  his 
all  from  him.  Aubrey  made  the  fame 
requeft  of  the  other  creditors,  who  had 
difcovered  fome  milk  of  human  kind- 
nefs.  He  then  applied  to  Mr.  Hamline 
who  gave  feparatc  drafts  to  the  creditors, 
P  5  according 
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according  to  their  refpe&ive  demands. 
Upon  being  paid,  the  grocer  Teemed 
anxious  to  be  gonej  but  Aubrey  de- 
tained him  to  witnefs  the  conclufion  of 
the  meeting;  and  thus  addrefied  the 
creditors  who  remained  unpaid  :  "  In 
"  fpite  of  the  candid  reprefentation  I 
*'  made  of  the  dreadful  (late  of  my 
cf  affairs,  which  evidently  was  not  the 
"  effect  of  difhoneft  defigns;  in  fpite  of 
cc  the  humane  example  fet  by  thefe  gen- 
"  tlemen,  who  have  doubled  my  ob- 
"  ligation  to  them,  it  is  clearly  your 
"  intention  to  pufh  me  to  the  utmoft 
<f  diftrefs,  to  the  horrors  of  deftitution, 
"  to  want,  and  a'prifon.  Are  ye  men? 
"  creatures  of  the  fame  fpecies  with 
"  thefe  ?  Will  my  fufferings,  ths  fuf- 
"  ferings  of  my  innocent  family  put  one 
"  (hilling  into  your  pocket  ?  or  is  it  the 
"  wicked  gratification  of  revenge  that 
<c  ye  feek  ?  I  call  upon  you,  in  the  name 
a  "of 
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"  of  your  Creator,  in  that  of  your  Savi- 
"  our,  to  reflect,  to  examine  your  hearts, 
"  and  not  to  fufFer  them  to  be  corroded 
"  by  that  ftlfifhnefs  and  avarice  by 
"  which  fo  many  fouls  are  loft.  If  I 
"  can  but  awaken  you  to  a  fcnfe  of 
"  humanity,  you  will  be  in  debt  to  me 
"  infinitely  more  than  I  now  am  to  you  ; 
"  and  I  hope  my  prefent  conduct  will 
"  have  fome  effect.  I  have,  though  un- 
"  dtfignedly,  encroached  on  your  pro- 
"  pcrty,  and  wonder  not  that  you  are 
lt  angry  :  but  you  might  have  been  angry 
"with  confederation;  and  be  aflured 
tf  that  no  earthly  law  would  be  fufficicnt 
"  to  acquit  you  of  the  confequences  of 
"  inhumanity.  The  law  that  gives  you 
"  a  right  to  tear  me  from  my  family,  and 
"  to  cart  me  into  a  dungeon  to  become 
"  the  vidlim  of  defpair,  can  only  be  juf- 
"  tified  by  the  want  of  other  means  to 
t:  enfure  the  fidelity  of  contracts  •,  and 
i'  6  "  immor- 
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"  immortalized  will  he  be  who  (hall  be 
"  the  inftrument  of  providing  an  ade- 
"  quate  fubftitute  for  fo  baneful,,  fo  arbi- 
"  trary  a  power  as  is  now  lodged  in  the 
*<  hafidsof  individuals;  afubftitute  which, 
"  while  it  enforces  juftice,  fhalldifappoint 
"  the  mercilefs.  An  hour  ago  I  was  more 
"•  willing  than  able  to  pay  you  -,  at  pre- 
"  fent  I  am  more  able  than  willing. 
((  Would  to  God  !  I  could  fund  what  I 
w  owe  you,  for  the  certain  maintenance 
"  of  fome  poor  families  j  and^  though  1 
€f  did  not  pay  you  a  (hilling,  my  con- 
'*  fcience  would  acquit  me  :  but  I  know 
"  the  law,  and  I  fubmitto  it,contentwith 
"  the  difference  I  have  made  in  the  mode 
"  of  paying  men  fo  different  in  their  na- 
«  ture."  He  then  difcharged  the  remain- 
ing debts,  and  took  receipts.  Mr.  Ham- 
line  was  highly  gratified  with  the  manner 
in  which  Aubrey  had  fettled  the  bufinefs; 
and  they  returned  to  Mariton,  the  one 

glowing; 


AUBREY.  325 

glowing  with  delight  at  the  opportune 
vifit  he  had  made,  the  other  with  a  heart 
relieved  of  a  heavy  burden.  On  the  way 
Aubrey  defcanted  with  pleafure  on  the 
conduct  of  his  favourable  creditors,  and 
particularly  on  the  virtue  of  the  blunt " 
grocer:  but,  when  the  carriage  (topped 
at  the  Parfonage  gate,  he  was  extremely 
furprifed,  on  getting  out,  to  find  himfelf 
once  more  arrefted.  The  arrdft,.  how- 
ever, foon  became  a  fubject  of  mirth, 
when  it  was  known  that  it  was  at  the  fuit 
of  the  virtuous  grocer,  who,  not  expect- 
ing the  rcfult  of  the  meeting,  had  pre- 
pared to  have  Aubrey  taken  at  the  door 
of  his  houfe,  at  the  vtry  time  he  affured 
him  that  he  would  never  trouble  him. 
Crichton,  the  officer,  adviied  an  action 
for  a  falle  arreft  j  but  Aubrey  contented 
himfelf  with  a  laugh,  and  the  ejaculation 
of  "  precious  hypocrite  !"  The  Au- 
breys now  began  to  think  themfelves 

again 
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again  the  favourites  of  Heaven.  Mr. 
Hamline  ftaid  near  a  week  with  them, 
during  which  the  articles  of  agreement 
for  Montpelier,  the  Melvil  eftate,  was 
executed  between  him  and  Aubrey  ;  and 
the  former  offered  the  latter  ?.ny  part  of 
the  purchafe-money,  though  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  wait  fome  time  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  conveyance,  which  could 
not  be  made  without  the  feparate  ex- 
amination of  Mrs.  Aubrey.  Aubrey 
took  enough  for  immediate  expences, 
-and  his  removal  to  Melford;  and  Mr. 
Hamline  left  the  Parfonage,  after  invit- 
ing Arthur  to  make  his  houfe  in  town 
his  home  previous  to  his  failing.  An 
account  of  thefe  events  were  immedi- 
ately tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Cowper,  who, 
on  consideration  of  Arthur's  approach- 
ing departure,  confented  to  Edmund's 
remaining  to  the  laft  with  his  friend  :  and 
Aubrey  being  refolved  on  leaving  Mart- 
ton 
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ton  as  foon  as  poffible,  again  wrote  to  Dr. 
Bowes,  to  urge  him  to  provide  for  the 
fervice  of  the  church  by  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  April. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    L. 

Being  the  longeft,  as  well  as  the  /aft,  the  Contents 
of  which,  it  would  be  Impolicy  to  prefix. 

THE  unexpe&ed  event  which  enabled 
Aubrey  to  difcharge  all  his  debts,  and  to 
confiderhimfelfmafterofafurplusof  near 
three  thoufandpounds,  reftored  that  equa- 
nimity of  fpirits,  and  that  large  balance 
of  happinefs  with  which  the  Aubreys 
feemed  to  be  favoured  by  Nature.  The 
time  between  Mr.  Hemline's  departure,, 
and  the  period  for  their  removal  to  Mel- 
ford,  was  fpent  with  that  double  relifh, 
which  is  ufually  the  effect  of  contracted 
feelings  j  but  that  their  enjoyment  might 
not  be  more  than  human,  it  was  occa- 
fionally  and  frequently  mingled  with  the 

painful 
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painful  refle&ion,  that  Arthur  was  foon 
to  be  feparated  from  them.  Poor  Ar- 
thur, who  felt  himfclf  doomed  by  fate  to 
be  torn  from  thofe  he  held  mod  dear, 
ftill  had  room  in  his  heart  for  fympathy, 
in  the  happinefs  he  faw  reftorcd,  and  for 
delight  at  the  good  fortune  of  his  friend 
Edmund,  who,  obtaining  the  confcnt  of 
Aubrey,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  to  woo  his 
Emily,  had  been  bleflcd  with  her  appro- 
bation as  a  lovrr:  for  Aubrey,  on  con- 
fulting  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  at  her 
rcqucft,  had  declared  his  intention  to  give 
each  of  his  daughters  feven  hundred 
pounds  at  her  wedding,  to  devote  five  to 
the  equipment  and  advancement  of  Ar- 
thur, and  to  keep  the  red  of  his  fortune, 
amounting  to  about  a  thoufand  pounds, 
to  help  the  ftipcnd  of  the  curacy,  or  to 
be  turned  to  advantage  for  advancing 
Arthur-William,  and  for  forming  a  fund 
for  Mrs.  Aubrey,  in  cafe  of  his  own 

death. 
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death.  The  family  were  going  to  a 
place,  where,  with  the  fruit  of  their  ex- 
perience, they  might  praftife  all  the  fru- 
gality necefiary  to  independence  j  the 
rational  difrribution  of  the  little  fortune 
which  had  fo  providentially  fprung  from 
the  Melvil  eftate,  had  hufhed  pride  into 
felicity  ;  and  the  fettlement  of  the  girls, 
under  the  protection  of  worthy  men,  was 
contemplated  by  Aubrey  and  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, with  the  higheft  fatisfaftion. 

The  time  for  quitting  Mariton  ap- 
proaching, every  arrangement  for  the 
purpofe  was  made,  the  bills  were  paid, 
the  articles  necefifary  to  precede  the  fa- 
mily packed  up,  and  fent  ofF,  and  the 
Aubreys  took  a  formal  leave  of  the  inha- 
bitants, little  grievrd  to  leave  any  of 
them,  except  the  Cambridge  s;  for  Mr. 
Rowley  was  ftill  abroad,  A  few  days 
before  their  departure,  the  new  curate  of 
Mariton  came  to  take  pofTeflion,  and 

purchafed 
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purchafed  the  principal  part  of  the  furni- 
ture which  fuited  the  Parfonage.  It  was 
unanimoufiy  agreed,  that  Arthur  (hould 
accompany  the  family  to  Melford,  where 
Aubrey  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  would  leave 
the  girls  and  Arthur-William,  and  pro- 
ceed to  London  with  Arthur,  to  fix  his 
voyage,  and  to  complete  the  conveyance 
of  the  Mclvii  eftate.  Juft  as  Aubrey  had 
named  the  day  for  the  commencement 
of  their  journey,  Casfar  came  in  with 
two  letters,  one  from  the  pod  to  Aubrey, 
and  one  brought  by  an  exprcfs,  directed 
to  Arthur.  Great  was  the  iurprifc  of 
the  party,  when  Arthur  read  his  aloud 
as  follows : — 

"  Lord  Sudley  earneflly  dcfircs  to  fee 
((  Mr.  Arthur  Aubrey,  without  a  mo- 
tc  ment*s  delay  :  his  Lordfhip's  phyfi- 
"  cians  have  declared  that  he  cannot  re- 
«'  cover,  and  it  is  his  intention,  for  more 
"reiforis  than  one,  but  particularly  on 

"  account 
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"  account  of  the  brave  manner  in  which 
"  Mr.  Aubrey  faved  his  life,  in  the 
"  grounds  of  Sudley  Cattle ,  to  leave  him 
"  the  whole  of  his  difpofable  fortune. 
"  This  note  is  dictated  by  Lord  Sudley, 
"  to  his  apothecary,  who,  at  his  Lord- 
c<  fhip's  defire,  is  to  forward  it  immc- 
"  diately  by  an  exprefs.  Lord  Sudley, 
"  anxious  to  fee  Mr.  Aubrey  before  he 
"  dies,  urges  his  immediate  compliance* 
"  Sudley  Caftle, 
"  April  6th." 

It  was  clear,  from  this  note,  that  Ed- 
mund's defign  in  leaving  Lord  Sudley, 
to  learn  his  name  at  his  fteward's  houfe, 
had  fucceeded,  and  that  his  Lordmip  had 
heard  of  Arthur,  and  not  of  him  :  but 
the  efFed  it  had  produced,  had  never  en- 
tered his  head,  and  he  now  wifhed  that 
Arthur,  inftead  of  himfelf,  had  been  his 
deliverer.  On  reflection,  however,  nei- 
ther 
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tlier  he  nor  his  friends  thought  that  ad- 
vantage could  be  taken  of  the  prefent 
difpofition  of  the  Peer,  atle.ift  to  thr  ex- 
tent fuggerted  in  the  note  j  for  a  legal 
deprivacion  of  property  was,  in  fuch 
cafes,  no  lels  a  moral  robbery.  At  all 
evenrs,  Arthur  was  the  laft  perfon  in 
the  world,  who  could  ftand  forward  to 
reap  the  advantage  ;  and  it  was  rcfolvcd 
that  Lord  Sudley  mould  be  informed  of 
his  millake  :  but  whether  ptrfonally,  or 
by  letter,  was  left  to  be  decided  next  day 
at  L-icetter,  where,  by  appointment  in 
the  letter  received  by  Aubrey,  which 
•was  from  Mclford,  the  Aubreys  were  to 
meet  M,-.  Cowper  and  the  Smyths, 
whofe  journey  Mr.  Cowper's  letter  will 
fhow  to  be  neither  inconfiderate  nor 
needlcfs.  It  was  as  follows  :  — 

"  My  dear  Aubrey,  As  you  are  all 
"  ready  to  ftarr,  will  you  fet  out  on  re- 
"  ceiving  this,  and  meet  me,  with  my 

"  filler 
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<l  fitter  and  Harriet,  at  Leicefter,  on  the 
*'  loth  ?  This  is  no  compliment  to  you, 
**  but  our  journey  is  in  confequence  of 
"  an  invitation  I  have  received  from 
*f  Mr.  Bowater,  to  meet  Smyth  at  his 
<f  houfe.  I  take  his  wife  and  daughter 
"  with  me  to  the  inn,  where  he  was  feen 
"  by  the  former,  as  it  may  lead  to  fome- 
"  thing.  As  I  hope  to  find  you  all 
*c  there,  I  will  only  add  our  belt  re- 
Cf  gards,  &c." 

This  intelligence  immediately  deter- 
mined Aubrey  to  fet  out  next  morning, 
and  Casfar  was  difpacched  to  befpeak 
carriages.  Edmund-  was  at  firft  confi- 
derably  agitated,  but  virtue  foon  allayed 
the  tumult  of  feeling.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  no  ambition  to  be  owned  by  fuch  a 
father  j  and  as  for  fortune,  though  he 
fhould  delight  in  throwing,  it  at  the  feet 
of  his  Emily,  it  might  be  purchafed  too 
dearly.  The  Cambridges  fpent  the  lail 

day 
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day  with  the  Aubreys,  and  again  came 
the  next  morning  early  to  fee  them  off. 
Betty,  whofe  conduct  had  done  her  fo 
much  credit,  was,  at  her  own  requeft, 
included  in  the  removal,  but  ftaid  to 
Ipend  a  week  with  her  friends,  as  well  as 
to  take  charge  of  Tome  things  that  were 
left  bch;nd,  to  be  fent  by  the  carrier. 
The  family,  after  taking  an  affectionate 
leave  of  the  worthy  amiable  Cambridges, 
fetour,  Aubrey  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  with.  \r- 
thurina,  Arthur-William  and  Mrs.  Miller 
in  the  old  coach;  Emily  with  her  brother, 
and  E.imunJ,  in  a  poft-chaife,  and 
.Caefar  bringing  up  the  rear  on  horfe- 
back.  They  were  at  Leiceftcr  fome 
hours  before  their  friends  from  Melford, 
who  arrived  at  the  inn  about  one  o'clock. 
After  an  affectionate  meeting,  and  cor- 
dial congratulations,  Lord  Sudley's  let- 
ter vvas  communicated  to  Mr.  Cowper, 
and  it  was  determined  that  Ed;nund 

mould 
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fhould  go  in  perfon  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  inform  him  of  his  miftake, 
without  lofs  of  time.  "  To  match  your 
"  tidings  of  Lord  Sudley,"  faid  Mr. 
Cowper,  "  I  have  extraordinary  news 
<f  to  tell  you.  Have  you  feen  the  ac- 
<(  count  in  the  newfpapers  of  the  arreft 
«*  of  a  Colonel  Thornville,  who  is  to  be 
tf  tried  for  forgery  and  bigamy  ?"— 
«  Oh,  yes!"  replied  Aubrey,  "  and 
(f  grieved  to  think  the  army  fo  dif- 
"  graced." — <{  Then  grieve  no  more 
"  for  the  army,"  cried  Mr.  Cowper, 
"  but  lament  the  fate,  and  the  more  be- 
e<  caufe  merited,  of  our  friend  Jack  El- 
<c  ton." — Ct  Elton  !"  exclaimed  Aubrey, 
•with  more  horror  than  furprifc,  <c  Good 
"  Heaven  !  Elton  !"— "  Even  fo,"  faid 
Mr.  Cowper,  taking  a  letter  from  his 
pocket,  and  giving  it  to  Aubrey,  "  he 
"  was  taken  up  at  Glocefter,  and  will  be 
cc  brought  to  trial  for  the  forgery  at  the 

"  enfuing 
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"  enfuing  afnzes,  which  commence  next 
tf  week.  The  evidence  againft  him  is 
"  complete,  and  there  is  no  doubt  he 
<f  will  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  crime." 
The  letter  was  addrefifed  to  Mr.  Cowper 
at  Melford,  and  was  as  follows  :— 

"  Dear,  worthy  Mr.  Cowper,  I  know 
<f  the  influence  of  your  character  to  be  fo 
"  great,  and  your  heart  to  be  fo  inclined 
"  towards  the  unfortunate,  that  I  call 
"  upon  you  to  fave  me,  if  poffible,  from 
"  a  wretched,  ignominious  fate.  I  will 
*'  ufe  no  difingenuous  artifice  with  you. 
tc  I  have  fpent  my  life  badly,  but  I  fee 
"  the  folly  of  the  courfe  I  have  taken, 
<c  and  if  my  life  is  fpared  me,  I  will  atone 
"  for  all  my  mifdceds.  Oh  !  that  I  had 
"  followed  the  wife  advice  you  gave  me 
"  early  in  my  outfet !  but  my  heart  fixed 
"  itfelf  on  falfe  pleafures,  and  they  have 
"  brought  me  to  this.  Try,  pray  try  to 
**  fave  me,  and  you  fliall  witncfs  the  re- 

TOL.  iv.  Q^  "  form 
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•'"  form  your  imerpofition  will  make.     I 

*Cf  am  to  be  tried  for  a  forgery,   com- 

1<C  mitted  in  the  name  of  Colonel  Thorn- 

£C  ville  i  but  I  am  told   by  my  lawyer, 

'"  that  I  may  contrive  not  to  be  iden- 

tf  tified.     I  know  not  how  he  means  te 

*'  manage  it  j  but  he  fays,  if  any  'man  of 

•"  known   character  will  appear  in  my 

"  favour,  he  will   be  anfwerable  to  get 

"  me  off.     Think,  my  dear  fir,  that  by 

"  faving  my  life  now,  you  will  be  the 

<f  means  of  the  final  falvaiion  of  a  foul  j 

*'  and  do  not  refufe  your  afiiftance.     At 

<f  all  events,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is 

"  dear  to  you  on  Dearth,  or  in  heaven, 

"  do  not  refufe  me  the  confolation  of 

<f  feeing  you/' 

"  I  made  it  a  point,"  faid  Mr.  Cow- 
per,  when  Aubrey  had  finimed  the  let- 
ter»  "  to  fee  him  in  my  way  through 
•"  Glocefter  j  but  I  found,  both  by  his 
«  own  account,  and  by  the  refult  of  en- 

"  quiry 
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**  quiry  elfewhere,  that  the  evLlence, 
<c  both  as  to  his  perfon  and  the  fact,  was 
"  pofitive  and  incontcftablc  i  and  I  far- 
1 1  ther  convinced  him,  that,  if  it  were  n  >t 
**  fo,  my  appearance  would  be  injurious 
"  to  him:  for  I  could  not  poffibly,  in 
"  fpeaking  of  character,  omit  the  bad, 
"  more  than  the  good  parts  of  it.  I 
"  faid  all  I  could  to  leflfen  the  horror  of 
"  his  fate,  without  decrcafing  a  fenfc  of 
((  the  awful  fcene  that  awaits  him ;  and 
"  I  advifcd  him  not  to  rely  on  the 
'c  lawyer,  but  on  that  Judge,  who,  by 
"  being  privy  to  the  heart,  can  deter- 
"  mine  juftice  in  mercy.  He  Ihed  tears, 
"  and  I  (hook  hands  with  him  on  part- 
«<  ing."—"  Dreadful!"  faid  Mrs.  Au- 
brey, "  that  a  man  of  fuch  ability,  ad- 
"  drcfs,  and  good  qualities,  mould  come 
(<  to  an  end  like  this !" — "  Yes,  my 
"  dear  madam,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper,  {<  ic 
"  is  dreadful,  but  nothing  is  more  na- 
0  2  "  tural : 
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**  rural :  uncontrolled  indulgence  leads 
<{  to    guilt,   and   guilt    to   deftruclion. 
«<  Self- command    is    the    only    barrier 
c<  againft   the  torrent  of  the   paflions ; 
<f  and  he,   whom   neither   religion  nor 
"  common  fenfe  can  infpire  with  fuffi- 
<f  cient  force  to  raife  it,  muft  fooner  or 
"  later  be  fvept  away." — "  I  never  be- 
«  fore  heard,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  that  he 
«*  was  a  married  man." — <c  Nor  I,"  faid 
<«  Cowper,  <f  till  in  his  contrition  he  ac- 
<c  knowlcdgcd  that  he  had  a  wife  in  the 
«  South  of  England,  to  whom  he  had 
«'  hitherto  fent  a  regular  fupply  of  mo- 
"  ney,,  on  condition  of  her  not  molefting 
<f  him.      The   woman    whom   he   has 
(t  lately  deceived  and  married,  is  in  an 
"  humble  fituation  of  life,  but  beautiful 
c<  and  innocent:  hedeferves  to  fufFer,  if  it 
ec  were  only  for  this  j  but  however  juftice 
*f  may  guide  us  to  doom  any  being  to 
'«  fuffer,  a  heart  that  has  feeling  cannot 
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"  but  relent,  in  fome  degree*  when  the 
"  fuffering  takes  place.  Poor  wretch  I 
*c  he  muft  endure  and  pafsaway,  and  we 
•'  muft  pity  snd  £ )rget  him." 

As  Mr.  Cowpc-r  laid  this,  to  the  fur- 
prifc  of  h:s  frienJs,  he  darted  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  the  d  -or  open,  and  in 
Icfs  th  in  :\  in  inure  returned,  pulling  in  a 
(liangcr  bv  the  flccve.  "  Yes,  fir," 
fa.d  Cowprr  to  him,  **  I  am  hapuy  I  faw 
11  you  before  you  pa(Ted  the  window  j  :he 
"  iooner  this  eclairciflfem-nt  takrs-placc 
"  the  betrer;  meanwhile,  givr  me  leave 
u  to  introduce  you  to  M.S.  Smyt -,.'*  Lie 
pointed  to  his  fitter,  informing  her  at  the 
lame  time,  twat  the  perion  introduced 
was  Mt.  Smyth's  doctor,  at  Oiceham. 
"  Upon  my  word,  madam,"  faid  the 
doctor,  '*  1  (hall  be  very  happy  to  pre- 
*'  fent  to  you  Mr.  Smyth,  with  whom  I 
"  certainly  have  the  honour  of  being  ac- 
M  quainted  j  but  I  mult  beg  leave  to  fay, 
0,  3  "  that 
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"  that  I  think  this  gentleman  is  under 
"  a   miftake.     I  am  convinced   you  do 
"  nor  know  Mr.  Smyth." — "  Sir,"  faid 
Mr.   Cowpei's  fitter,    a  ic   is   entirely 
•*  at  my  brother's  defire  that  I  confenc  to 
"  be  near  where  Mr.  Smyih  is,  and  I 
11  Ir-pe   I  may  never  fee   him  j  yet  if  ic 
<l  fhould  be  nectfiary,  I  certainly  will 
*(  confront    him." — "  Mr.     Smyth    is 
"  much  obliged  to  you,  madam,"  replied 
the  doilor,  "  but  what  proof  have  you 
"  of  his  being  your  Mr.  Smyth  ?  there 
"  are  many  of  the  name." — <r  The  beft 
"  procf,    fir,"    rejoined     Mrp.    Smyth  ; 
"  that  of  my  own  eyes:  I  faw  him  in  this 
"  very   room,  nor  a  minute   before  he 
"  drove  off  in  the  poft-chaile  for  Oke- 
Ci  ham." — "  Why  !   my  dear  madam," 
faid  he,  raifing  hishands  and  eyes,  «'  thisis 
"  proof  pofitive,  with  a  vengeance.   Mr. 
tf  Smyth  was  walking  with  Mr.  Bowater, 
*«  not  two -minutes  before  I  had  the  ho- 

"  nour 
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of  being  ltd   in   here  by  your 
"  brother..    Bowater  is  ordering  fome 
"  oranges  for  his  dcfert  to-day  j  and  if 
"  you  look  out  at  the  win  lo'v  you  may 
"  fee    him   pafs."'.   Scarcely    were  the 
words   out   of    his    mouth,    when    Mr. 
Bowater   appeared   ia  fighr,    and    Mr. 
C.'Wper    tapping,  at    the    window,     re- 
ceived a  nod  from  him,  indicating  his  in- 
tention to  come  in.     H.tving  hut  to  turn 
in  at  the  gateway,  he  was  prefcntly  in  me 
parl  ur,  amiJft  the-  company,  to  wliG'U 
Mi.  Cow  per  announced  him  by  name, 
and  Icparately  introduced  them  to  him. 
After  paying   his  refpc&s  :  "But  Mr. 
"  Cowper,"    laid    he,    looking   at    the 
doctor,   "  it  was  not  fair  to  fortftal  me  : 
"  I  meant  to  have  had  the  plrafure  of 
u  the  eciaircifiementat  my  houlc  ;  how* 
*c    vrr,   I  am  glad  you  arc  no  longer  in 
c<  I'jipenle." — "  [  never  was  in  fufp  nfe,'* 
laid  Mr.  Cowper,  «*  but  1  confcfs  that 
ci.4  "  my 
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'•  my  c'  hduft  depends  entirely 
<l  '-is,  ad  he  \vill  find  our  proofs 
"  ftron^et  thsfrt  his  afTur^nce." — "  Is  it 
"  p^ffibl-  :''  cried  Mr.  Bow«ttr;  "can 
"  J  beii  ve  my  ears  ?  He  muft  indeed 
<f  pofTefs  matchicfs  affuranrc,  if  he  drny 
14  the  truth  l-efore  you  both  j  and  when 
ff  I  look  rourJ,  I  think  he  muft  be  to- 
*k  tally  v/id  01  (reting,  if  he  can  ptrfiit," 
'i".cn  turning  co  the  doctor ;  "For  G  -d's 
"  faiie,"  continued  fie,  ftrioufly  and  vvich 
great  warmth,  «c  1  entreat  you  to  cx- 
"  plain,  my  dear  Smyth."  Here  the 
gentleman  burft  into  a  loud  laugh,  anj 
going  up  to  Mr.  Gowpcr,  fa-d,  "  P;ay 
"  forgive  me  for  the  u  sck  I  have  played 
c<  you  j  but  I  could  not  help  u  K.r  the 
c6  life  of  mej  it  fell  f>pat  in  my  Way,  ?nd 
c<  was  fo  much  to  my  humour."  Then 
advancing  to  Mrs.  Smyth,  faid,  "  I  ear- 
"  neftly  beg  jour  pardon,  my  dear  rna- 
"  dam  j  J  did  not  reflect,  or  I  mould  not 

*f  have 
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•*  have  played  upon  your  feelings,,  for 
•<  they  art-  of  a  ferious  nature  I  wouU 
"  I  could  make  you  a  reparation.  Had 
'*  I  had  the  happinefs  feme  infcnfible 
"  fcoundrel  of  my  name  has  enjoyed,  I 
tf  Ihould  have  prized  k  to  tnc  laft  breath 
"  I  drew.  I  hope  that  notone  Smyth  in  ten 
<c  thoufand  is  fo  devoid  of  tafte  and  feel- 
"  ing,  as  he  to  whom  you  were  unhap- 
"  pily  too  favourable." — *'  Bat,  fir, 
faid  Mrs.  Smyth,  ««  what  does  this 
"  mean  ?  My  eyes  could  not  have  fo 
M  deceived  me,  as  to  make  me  miftake 
"  you  for  the  man  we  talk  of.  Did 
u  you  not  come  into  this  parlour  in  the 
"  afternoon  that  my  brother  followed 
•'  you  to  Okeham  ?" — "  I  certainly  did 
"  not,"  replied  he,  "  nor  had  I  ever 
**  before  the  honour  of  feeing  you."— . 
"  This  is  very  unaccountable,"  faid' 
Gowper.  **  Lcc  us  call  in  the  landlady,'" 
laid  Mr,  Smyth,  "  fhe  may  throw  fomc 
0.5  ««•  light 
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€C  light  upon  the  matter :  perhaps  tbe 
"  Mr.  Smyth  was  in  the  houfe  that  day.** 
The  landlady  was  called  in  j  (he  faid, 
"  She  knew  of  no  other  of  that  name 
<s  being  then  at  the  inn  ;  and  that  the 
"  Mr.  Smyth  in  company,  was  the  per- 
"  fon  who  went  away  in  the  poft-chaife, 
"  at  the  time  the  lady  fainted  :  and  fhe 
4f  could  give  no  clue  by  which  the  other 
"  could  be  traced."—"  But,  fir/'  faid 
Mr.  Cowper,  addrefling  Mr.  Smyth, 
"  how  could  I  be  fo  deceived  as  I  was  at 
«  Okeham  ?" — "  As  for  that,"  replied 
Smyth,  <k  it  is  very  eafily  accounted  for : 
l(  you  came  prepared  to  be  deceived, 
«c  and  my  fancy  was  fo  much  tickled  with 
"  the  images  of  the  deception,  that  I 
"  could  not  let  you  efcape.  I  feduced 
'««  the  landlord  into  my  fcheme  j  I 
«f  blacked  my  face  with  cork,  that  you 
«'  might  not  diftinguifti  me  if  you  faw 
"  me,  and  I  let  you  catch  me  in  the 
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<r  operation,  that  it  might  heighten  your 
"  convidion,  which  I  completed  by  ex- 
"  preffions  Bowater's  letter  enabled  me 
"  to  dcvife.  To  keep  up  the  farce,  as 
<f  Toon  as  you  were  iatisfied  of  my  being 
"  your  man,  I  waflicd  my  face,  and  came 
"  down  to  you  as  my  doctor  -,  and  the 
<e  fimplicity  of  your  mind,  afforded  me 
"  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  a-fopo- 
"  rifle,  by  which  I  got  the  (tart  of  you 
"  next  morning."  Here  Mr.  Smyth, 
tickled  with  the  recollection  of  the  fcencs 
at  Okeham,  couki  not  help  laughing  at 
them,  and  the  remembrance  had  a  fimi- 
lar  effect  on  Mr.  Cowper  j  but  the  reft 
of  the  company  feemcd  more  difgufted 
than  delighted  with  humour,  difplayed 
and  enjoyed  at  the  expence  of  a  virtuous 
character,  and  which  awakened  and  pro- 
longed thote  painful  feelings  that  Time 
was  wearing  out.  Aubrey's  countenance 
0.6  was 
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was  particularly  fcrious,  and  he  was 
about  to  make  fome  obfcrvations  on  the 
general  defect  of  judgment  in  humourifts, 
when  Cowper,  unwilling  to  fpread  a 
gloom  on  the  day,  prevented  him,  by 
jocularly  faying,  that  Smyth  the  Merry- 
Andrew,  was  certainly  a  more  innoo-nt 
man  than  Smyth  the  villain.— "  Come, 
tc  Aubrey,'*  cried  he,  "  Irt's  be  merry, 
"  we  havr  caught  a  drrll  fifli."— «  I 
*c  own/'  faid  Sn.yth,  w  1  carried  the 
*'  joke  too  far,  but  from  the  good-na» 
v  tnrc  I  fee  in  the  parties,  I  hope  my  re- 
**  pentance  will  not  be  unattended  with 
IC  forgiventf*  n  'This  being  faid  fe- 
jioufly  and  feelingly,  produced  the  effect 
intended ;  and  Mr.  Cowper,  fetting  the 
example,  Mr.  Smyth  was  received  into 
the  good  graces  of  his  friends.  Mr.  Boi 
waier  begged  to  add  the  Mariton  to  tne 
travellers^  at  dinners  and  on 

tis 
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his  promifing  to  let  them  off  earlv,  that 
they  might  reach  Warwick  before  dark, 
the  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  certainty  of  Mrs.  Smvth's  mind 
that  (he  had  feeo  her  hufband,  was 
ten  pofitiv-  to  be  difpuced  j  yet  the 
fudden  vanifhing  of  the  apparition  was 
as  extraordinary  as  any  of  the  reported 
illufions  of  fancy.  It  was  equally  vain 
to  purfue  the  man  as  the  phantom  ;  and 
Cowper  and  the  Smyths  determined  to 
refume  their  former  indifference  about 
him.  After  a  pleafant  day  fpent  with 
Mr.  Bo  water,  the  party  left  Leicefter, 
having  interchanged  places  in  their  car- 
riages. Mr.  Cowper  being  in  the  coach 
with  Aubrey,  they  confuhed  together 
refpecting  future  arrangements;  and,  as 
they  approached  Warwick,  the  fubjedfc 
of  Lord  Sudley  prefented  itfelf.  "  I 
«'  know  not,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper,  "  wfty 
V  Edmund  Ihould  not  profit  by  this 

"  man's 
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"  man's  death- bed  generofity..  He  has 
"  no  children  ;  his  coufins  are  his  neartft 
"  relations  ;  and  thcfe  defccnding  from 
"  a  female  branch,  there  is  no  heir  to 
"  the  title,  which  ofcourfc  becomes  exi- 
"  tincl.  I  would  not  have  him  difinhe- 
"  rit  them,  but  I  really  think  that  he 
"  who,  at  the  rifk  of  his  own  lift-,  favcd 
"  his,  is  more  entitled  to  confideration 
"  than  men  who  are  watching  anxioufly 
"  for  his  death.  I  (hall  not  be  forry  if, 
*«  on  an  explanation  with  Edmund,  he 
.  **  ihould  leave  him  a  part  of  his  for- 
"  tune."  Aubrey  agreed  that  it  would 
be  defirable,  provided  the  gift  were  not 
extended  to  a  devife  of  the  family  ellate. 
As  food  as  the  travellers  arrived  at 
Warwick,  Mr.  Cowpcr  went  himfelf  to 
Lord  Sudiey's  apothecary,  Mr.  Spence, 
to  inquire  what  (late  his  lordmip  was  in; 
and  was  informed  that  he  could  not  laft 
more  than  three  or  four  days  longer.  As 
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it  was  growing  late,  Edmund's  vifit  was 
poftponed  till  the  next  morning  at  eleven 
o'clock,  Mr.  Cuvvper  being  toll  by  Mr. 
Spcncr,  that  that  would  be  the  beft  hour 
to  fee  his  lordfhip,  and  that  he  himfelf 
mould  then  attend.  In  the  courfc  of  the 
evening,  the  converfation  turned  a  great 
deal  on  the  fituation  of  Lord  Sudley, 
on  his  character,  his  fortune,  and  fa- 
mily j  and  Mr.  Cowper  advifcd  Ed- 
mund to  argue  with  him  on  the  pro- 
priety of  fuffering  his  poffcflions  to  de- 
fcend  to  his  heirs,  but  by  no  means  to 
reject  a  bequeft.  In  the  morning  Ed- 
mund rofe  earlier  than  the  reft  of  the 
party,  and  calling  up  Arthur,  the  two 
friends  ftrolled  together  over  to  Bur- 
ford,  where  they  brcakfafted  at  Lord 
Sudley's  tteward's  j  and,  at  eleven,  Ed- 
mund repaired  to  the  Caftle.  The  firft 
thing  he  did  was  to  enquire  for  Mr. 
Spcnce  the  apothecary,  whofe  letter  to 

Arthur 
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Arthur  he  acknowledged,  and  begged  to- 
know  if  his  lordihip  would  fee  him  then. 
"  See  you  !"  fa  id  Mr.  Spence,  "  I  be- 
lt  licve  it  is  t^e  hope  of  feeing  you  that 
"  has  kept  him  alive  for  rhefe  two  days 
"  paft ;  for  I  really  think  him  better 
"  fince  he  has  talked  of  you  than  he  was 
<f  a  week  ago..  I  mud,  however,  break 
"  the  news  of  your  arrival  to  him  j  fo 
u  remain  here  till  I  come  to  you  again." 
Mr.  Spence  was  not  long  before  he  re- 
turned ;  and,  deli-ring  Edmund  to  move 
gently  and  to  fpeak  low,  condudcd  him 
to  the  chamber  of  the  dying  nobleman, 
and  then  retired. 

Lord  Sudley  had  been  lifted  from 
his  bed  and  placed  upon-  a  couch :  he 
was  alone }  and,  as  Edmund  approached 
him,  he  raifed  his  hollow,  dim  eyes  to- 
wards him,  gave  him  his  hand,  and,  with 
a  faint  voice,  de-fired  him  to  fit  in  the 
chair  which,  by  his  direction,  the  apo- 
thecary, 
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thecary  had  purpolely  placed  near  the 
couch.  Edmund  obeyed.  "  I  revive 
"  at  rhe  fight  i,{  you,  my  worthy  young 
"  friend,"  contin  ed  he ,  in  the  fame 
feeble  voice:  "  >ou  Hull  help  me  to 
"  die  with  more  tranquillity  than  I 
"  thought.  Oh  !  death  is  dreadful  to 
•*  me!  hut  I  have  en.lcavoured  to  rob 
"  him  of  a  little  of  his  t<  rror  by  a  will, 
•c  in  wh'i-h  I  have  botn  dikhirged  as  far 
"  as  I  could  my  obligation  to  you,  and 
"  made  an  atonement  for  the  injury  I 
"  once  did  your  virtuous  mother,  by  an 
"infamous  fl  rd^r."  PauOn-^  through 
ftcbtenefs,  E-lniund  fcized  the  oppor- 
tunirv  to  undeceive  him.  cc  Permit  me, 
"  my  Iciu,"  i^id  he,  in  a  low  tone  of 
voice,  replete  with  tendrrnefs,  "  to  fay 
<c  a  few  words  before  you  proceed."— 
"  Do,"  faid  he,  again  putting  out  his 
hand,  and  prtffing  Edmund's,  <f  do,  my 
"  dear  Mr.  Aubrey  j  and,  if  your  Ipeech 
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"  be  but  as  kind  as  your  countenance,  it? 
"  will  be  a  cordial  to  my  foul."—"  I 
"  wifh,my  lord,"  rrplicdEdmund,  "that 
"  it  were  in. my  power  to  fay  any  thing 
**  that  mipht  produce  fuch  a  happy  ef- 
"  re<5l  :  moft  happy  fhould  I  be  to  fay  it} 
"  but  I  fear  I  fhall  rather  damp  your 
"  feelings  by  the  awkwardr.ef*  or  my 
"  c<  mmunication.  Your  lordfh>p  ki.ows 
t{  me  to  be  the  fortunate  perfon  who 
4k  was  fo  timely  in  his  vifit  of  your 
"grounds;  but  it  is  ntcrfiaiy  that  F 
ft  fh^uld  inform  you  thar,  from  my  leav- 
<c  ing  you  to  Itarn  my  name  at  your 
"  Reward's,  you  have  fuppolxrd  me  to- 
u  be  the  friend  whom  I  that  day  accom- 
"  panied,  ai,d  A  ho,  being  better  known 
"  than  1  at  Burford,  was  n  ported  to/ 
*'  your  lordfl^ij  :  1  am  not  Arthur  Au- 
*'  brev."— *«  Then,  tor  God's  lake  F" 
ciicd  Lord  Sudley,  exerting  his  fcrble. 
voice  y  tf  tell  me  mitantly  who  you  are  : 
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"  what  is  your  name  ?" — "  My  name,'* 
replied  he,  "  is  Smyth."—-"  Smyth  !" 
faid  Lord  Sudley,  ftaring  at  the  manly 
youth,  fofrcning  into  tears  at  the  fad 
ftate  ofthr  ol  j  <5t  before  him  :  <{  Smyth! 
<c  and  yonr  chriftian  name  ?" — "  Ed- 
"  munJ." — ."  How  1"  exclaimed  Lord 
Stkiley,  in  great  agitation  \  ••  what  was 
"your  fath-r  ?"—'<  A!  is!  my  lord,  I 
"  never  knew  a  fathr- !" — ««  Where  were 
«*  you  born  ?" — l<  At  Opnrto."  Lord 
Sudlcy  gazed  wildly,  and  atrcmpttd  to 
fpeakj  bur,  before  he  could  utter  a 
word,  ins  eyes  clofed,  and  his  head  funk 
back  upon  his  chnir. 

Edmund,  prepared  by  the  account 
given  of  Lord  Sudlry's  (late  'or  his 
death,  conceived  he  was  gone  f  >r  •  ver, 
and  flood  contemplating  mortalitv.  He 
railiv  the  hand  thit  had  fallen  by  his 
iiuc,  and  held  it  in  his,  ex  fnining  the 
emaciated  appearance  of  premature  ex- 

hauftion. 
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hauftton.  "  Who,"  thought  he,  "that 
11  could  behold  fuch  a  figure  as  this, 
'*  from  which  the  foul  has  been  expelled 
"  before  its  time  by  debauchery,  but 
"  would  avoid  the  courfe,  the  fatal,  cer- 
"  tain  courft,  that  leads  to  fo  deplorable 
"  an  end  1"  He  (till  held  the  hand, 
and  was  lookirg  earneftly  at  the  fact-, 
when  !_/  rd  Smiley,  who  had  only  fainted, 
opened  his  eyes.  Edmund,  feeing  his 
miftake,  gently  replaced  on  the  ch  ir  his 
Jordmip's  hand,  by  whi<  h  he  felt  his 
owh  ioftly  prt  fifed,  a  d  iuftcned  to  tl,e 
anrichatnber  t«jr  the  api-cnecary,  \vh\ 
returning  with  him,  foon  revived  h  s  pa» 
ticnt  by  applying  the  uiual  (Hrnulanrs. 
On  coming  to  hnnltlr,  L  rd  Sudlty 
beckoned  Edmund  to  him,  pulird  him 
to  his  bofom,  and  cnc^  ov^-r  h'm  likr  a 
child.  This  emotion  Edmund  afcrioed 
to  debility  and  dotage  ;  and  he  had  coa 
much  tenderntis  in  his  heart  to  inter* 
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rupt  the  gratification  of  the  dying  man, 
whom  he  fuffered  to  fold  him  in  his 
arms  with  all  the  ardour  the  poor  feeble 
limbs  around  him  could  teftify.  For 
fome  minutes  Lord  Sudlcy  continued 
weeping  and  embracing  the  paffive 
youth,  till  Mr.  Spence  defired  he  would 
dtfift,  if  he  wifhed  not  to  be  fpeedily 
exhaufted.  He  now  reftrained  himfelf; 
and  Edmund  rofe  from  his  reclining 
pofture.  After  gazing  at  him  for  a  mi- 
nute :  "  This,'*  cried  Lord  Sudley, 
"  mud  be  the  work  of  a  prefcient 
"  Being."  He  then  defired  Edmund  to 
take  his  chair  again;  and,  hiving  re- 
cruited his  ftrength  by  a  cordial  draught, 
endeavoured  to  compofe  himfelf,  that  he 
might  fpeak  with  confiftency.  "  Y»u 
"  know  not  — "  He  (lopped;  his  heart 
was  too  full,  his  mind  laboured  ;  he  con- 
fide red  a  minute,  and  then  proceeded 
thus :  <*  I  have  bethought  me :  I  will 
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c<  acl  coolly.  Tell  me,  dear  boy,  have 
c'  you  any  relations  near  this  place  ?" — 
«<  My  lord,"  faid  Edmund,  "  my  uncle, 
tf  my  mother,  and  fitter,  are  now  at 
«  Warwick."—"  Merciful  God!"  cried 
Lord  Sudley,  <c  this  is  thy  work  !  Mr'. 
*c  Spence,  I  beg  you  will  inftantly  or- 
"  der  my  coach,  and  go  and  entreat 
<c  them  to  come  to  me  immediately; 
"  afiure  them  that  their  prefence  is  of 
"  the  utmoft  importance  to  this  youth, 
««  and  take  no  denial." — "  My  ford," 
faid  Edmund,  "permit  me — " — "  No; 
*4  oh,  no  !  you  muft  not  leave  me  again 
"  while  I  live!"  replied  his  lordfhip. 
Edmund  then  told  him  that  the  Aubreys 
were  with  his  family,  and  that  Arthur 
was  at  his  Reward's  houft-.  <f  Is  it  pof- 
**  fibie  !"  cried  L'^rd  Sudley,  throwing 
his  faint  eyes  up  to  Heaven ;  c<  well,  fo 
*'  much  the  betrcr.  Mr.  Spence,  tell 
*f  them,  I  bcfeech  them  all  to  come; 

ft  tell 
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xf  tell  them  to  come  in  mercy  to  a  dying 
"man!"       Edmund    faid    that,    if  his 
k>rdfhip  would  allow  him  only  to  ftcp  to 
Burford  while  the  carriage  was  getting 
ready,  he  would  defire  his  friend  to  en- 
force his  requeft  rn  fuch  a  manner  as 
would  enfure  an  immediate  compliance; 
and,  on  his  promife  to  be  abfent  but  a 
few  minutes,  Lord  Sudley  acquiefced. 
His  lordfhip's  nurfe  being  called  in,  he 
was  left  to  her  carej  while  the  apothe- 
cary went  to  execute   the   commifTion 
given  to  him. 

Edmund  told  Arthur  what  had  patted 
nt  Sudley  Cafile,  and  preflTrd  him  not  to 
let  Mrs.  Aubrey  or  his  fitters  (lay  be- 
hind j  for,  as  his  mother  was  mentioned 
in  Lord  Sudley's  will,  flie  mould  render 
his  laft  hours  as  eafy  as  might  be  effected 
by  a  perfonal  fbrgivcnefs.  Arthur  pro- 
miled  to  bring  the  whole  party  j  and  Mr. 
Spcnce  coming  up  to  the  llcward's 

door 
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door  in  the  coach,  Arthur  went  into  it ; 
and  Edmund  returned  to  Lord  Sudley. 
"  Edmund  !"  faid  his  lordfhip,  "  come 
*c  hither.    My  boy,"  continued  he,  gaz- 
ing at  him,  tc  I  have  fomething  for  you 
<{  to  do.     There  is  paper  in  the  drawer 
<f  of  this  little  table,  and  here  is  pen  and 
"  ink  ;  write  what  I  di&ate."     Edmund 
"  took  a  pen,  and  wrote  the  following 
fhort    note    in    his   lordfhip*s   words  : 
"  Lord  Sudley  has  bufmefs  of  the  utmoft 
"  importance,  which  admits  of  no  delay, 
cc  and  defires  that  Mr.  Langford  will 
«'  come  to  Sudley  Caftle  on  receiving 
ft  this."     Having  folded  it  and  directed 
it  to  John  Langford,  Efq.  Warwick,  the 
nurfe  was  ordered  to  difpatch  it  imme- 
diately by  a  man  on  horfeback.     Ed- 
mund remained  with  Lord  Sudley,  and, 
imputing  his  emotions  to  his  enfeebled 
date,  fubmitted  kindly  to  be  gazed  at, 
to  be  occafionally  embraced  and  bathed 

in 
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in  tears,  and  to  be  examined  on  the 
events  of  his  life,  his  education,  and  his 
principles.  Meanwhile,  Arthur  and  Mr. 
Spence  arrived  at  the  inn  at  Warwick, 
and,  though  Mrs.  Aubrey  at  firft  ob- 
jected, foon  prevailed  upon  the  whole 
party  to  go  to  Sudley  Caftle.  On  their 
arrival,  they  were  fliown  into  the  mag- 
nificent library  formerly  defcribed, 
which  had  a  communication,  by  means 
of  a  private  ftaircafe,  with  the  fuite  of 
apartments  occupied  by  Lord  Sudley. 
Mr.  Spence,  who  returned  with  the 
company,  went  alone  to  his  lordfhip, 
to  announce  with  caution  the  fuccefs 
of  his  commifiion.  On  hearing  it ; 
tc  Spence,"  faid  he,  "  I  have  a  very  fc- 
"  vere  trial  to  go  through;  give  me 
"  fomethingto  aflift  me  in  fupporting  it." 
Having  taken  a  cordial,  he  faid  that 
he  felt  as  if  he  were  equal  to  it :  <c  but," 
added  he,  "  attend  to  my  directions.  I 
VOL.  iv.  R  « can 
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"can  only  admit  the  party  gradually; 
"  and,  perhaps,  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  fee 
"  them  all.  I  wi(h  to  fee  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
"  Aubrey  firft."  Mr.  Spence  went  for 
them  ;  and,  while  he  was  gone,  Edmund 
placed  chairs  near  the  couch  to  receive 
them.  "  How  good  is  this !"  faid  Lord 
Sudley,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  ad- 
vanced towards  him,  "  to  content  to  re- 
"  lieve  in  fume  degree  the  heavy,  the 
"  very  heavy  burden  that  is  weighing 
"  me  down."—"  My  lord,"  faid  Au- 
brey, "  you  will  render  it  light  by  de- 
"  voting  your  foul  to  that  unfeigned  re- 
"  pentance  which  we  have  learned  from 
e<  the  bed  authority  is  fo  valued  in  Hea- 
«  ven."— "  Alas !"  replied  Lord  Sud- 
ley, "  there  can  be  but  little  hope  in  a 
"  death-bed  repentance  j  yet  what  hope 
"  there  may  be  mud  arife  from  actions, 
"  not  from  vain,  timid  cries,  addrefled 
"  to  the  Almighty.  I  have  more  hope  in 
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"  the  juftice  which  God,  in  his  goodnefs, 
41  has  called  upon  me  to  do  before  I  die, 
"  than  in  all  the  prayers  a  guilty  con- 
"  fcience  can  dictate.  In  the  outfet  of 
"  my  life,  I  infamoufly  wronged  that 
"  lovrly,  virtuous  woman,  the  diftrefies 
"  of  whofe  family  have  lately  reached 
"  my  ear:  if  putting  them  above  diftrefs 
"  be  any  atonement,  oh !  accept  and 
"  forgive  me  !" — "  I  do  forgive  you,  my 
c<  lord,"  fai.l  Mrs.  Aubrey,  fo  affcftcd 
that  the  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks  j  "  I 
'*  forgive  you  from  the  bottom  of  my 
«  heart."— «  Thank  you  !  thank  you  !" 
faid  Lord  SuJlcy  :  "  O  !  that  I  could  as 
"  cafily  obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  all ; 
"  but  reparation  is  out  of  my  power. 
c<  Among  others,  that  poor,  weak  \vo- 
"  man,  who  calls  herfclf  Lady  SuJley  j 
•«  alas !  juftice  compels  me  to  degrade 
"  her  in  the  fight  of  the  world  :  Aubrey, 
u  (he  is  not  legally  my  wife  ;  but  I  dc- 
R  2  «c  lay 
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"  lay  too  long  an  aft  which  I  was  willing 
"  you  fhould  witnefs.  Pray,  Mr.  Spencc, 
"  requcft  the  favour  of  Mr.  Cowper  to 
"  come  in."  While  Mr.  Spence  was 
gone  for  him,  Lord  Sudley,  pointing 
to  Edmund,  faid  to  the  Aubreys :  "  you 
•"  know  who  this  youth  is;  that  I  am 
"  indebted  to  him  for  faving  my  life.; 
•*'  can  I  do  better  than  beftow  my  for- 
<  tune  on  him?" — "  My  lord,"  faid 
Aubrey,  IC  he  is  worthy  of  your  gene^ 
*<  rofity  i  but  he  thinks.,  with  all  his 
*f  friends,  that  your  lordfhip's  heir  — " 
<— "  Should  inherit  the  bulk  of  my  for- 
"  tune,"  faid  Lord  Sudley,  interrupting 
Aubrey  :  "  it  is  a  juft  opinion,  and  (hall 
"  have  its  full  weight  upon  my  conduct 
"  at  this  awful  crifis," 

Here  the  nurfe  coming  in  from  the 
anti-chamber,  told  his  lordmip  that  Mr. 
Langford  was  at  the  door  j  and  was  bid 
to  fend  him  in  immediately*  Mr.  Lang- 

ford 
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ford  entered  on  his  tip-toes,  and  filently 
took  a  chair  by  Aubrey.  He  was  hardly 
feated,  when  Mr.  Spence  introduced 
Mr.  Cowper,.  who,  advancing  towards 
Lord  Sudley,  faid,  "  At  your  requeft, 
"  my  lord,  though  with  much  pain  — " 
he  (lopped,  looked  ftedfaftly  at  Lord 
Sudley,  then  (hrunk  back  as  if  gazing  at 
a  phantom.  Lord  Sudley,  fixing  his 
eyes  on  Mr.  Cowper,  faid  deliberately, 
in  a  faint,  but  hollow  voice :  "  This  is 
"no  time  for  rcfentmentj  I  am  going 
"  to  my  laft  account,  and  juftice  v;ill  be 
<c  done  j  but,  while  1  yet  live,  tell  this 
"  noble  youth,  as  he  might  well  doubt 
"  from  me  what  I  hardly  believe  myfelf, 
•c  who  I  am."  This  addrefs,  and  Mr. 
Cowper's  extreme  furprife,  excited  the 
utmoft  aftonimment  in  the  Aubreys  and 
Edmund.  "  I  am  not  miftaken,  then  ?" 
faid  Mr.  Cowper;  "you  tell  me  that 
"  my  eyes  do  not  deceive  me." — "  It 
R  3  "  was 
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tc  was  a  healthy  face  that  deceived  you, 
"  Cowper,"  replied  Lord  Sudley ;  "  my 
f<  hollow  cheeks  and  dying  eyes  tell  you 
"  truth."— f  <  Great  God  !"  cried  Cow- 
per,  "  how  infcrutable  thy  providence  ! 
"  but  in  all  things  thou  wilt  appear, 
"  here  or  hereafter,  omnifcient,  juft,  and 
c<  good.  Oh  !  be  merciful  to  this  un- 
"  happy,  repentant  creature,  and  forgive 
"  him  all  his  fins !"  He  then  took  Ed- 
mund  by  the  hand,  and,  placing  it  in 
Lord  Sudley's,  faid,  "  Take  him,  my 
"lordj  I  prcfent  you  a  fen  worthy  a 
"  throne.'*  The  aftonifhed  youth  knelc 
to  embrace  his  .father ;  who,  gently 
prefiing  him  to  his  heart,  faid,  <f  Yes, 
"  you  are  my  fon,  /glory  to  acknow- 
"  ledge  you  \  but  I  am  afraid  you  will 
"  never  be  brought  to  believe  that  you 
<c  are  the  fon  ofa  man  who  could  defert 
"  you  and  your  mother;  of  that  villain 
"  Smyth,  who,  after  betraying  and  ruin- 
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"  ing  your  pure,  unfufpicious  uncle,  left 
"  you  on  his  hands  in  a    foreign  land, 
"  without  the  means  of  fupport.     But, 
"  if  you  do  acknowledge  me,  I  know 
"  you  will   forgive   me  j  for  you  have 
"  learned  of  him  how   to  forbear  and 
"  how  to  forgive." — Cf  Oh,  my  lord  ! 
"  my  lord  !"    cried  Edmund.  —  "   My 
"lordl"  replied  Lord  Sudlcy;   "  and 
"  will  you  not  givc'me  a  tenderer  :i:lcr"' 
— ff  Oh,   ycsi  my   father,"  cried   Ed- 
mund, whofe  tears  flowed  doubly  at  the 
omiflion,  natural  as  it  was :  "  I  befeech 
"you   not    to    reproach  yourfelfj    fur 
"  your    prefent  fentiments   more   than 
"  compcnfatc  all  that  is  paft."     Here 
Mr.   Spencc    intcrpofed,    and    begged 
Lord  Sudley  to  reft  for  fome  time  :  then 
turning  to  Mr.  Cowper,  allured  him  that 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequcnce  to  the 
fcttlement  of  his  affairs,  that  his  lordfhip 
Ihould  exert  himfclf  no  more  at  prcfenr. 
R  4  «'  I  am 
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"  I  am  fenfible  that  Mr.  Spence  is  right," 
faid  Lord  Sudley  ;  "  it  will  be  better 
ts  that  I  fliould  be  left  for  a  little  while ; 
"  I  feel  myfelf  again  exhaufted.  Go, 
"  Edmund,  and  plead  with  your  mother 
"  and  your  filter  to  forgive  and  fee  me. 
"  Do  you,  Cowper,  tell  them  you  have 
"  prayed  (or  me  j  your  example  will 
•'  have  a  good  effe<5t :  So  will  Mrs.  Au- 
«*  brey'sj  and  do,  my  dear  madam,  tell 
"  Lady  Sudley  that  I  would  have  feen 
"  her  firft  ;  but  that,  when  I  refle&ed, 
"  1  thought  the  difcovery  would  be  bet- 
"  ter  made  by  her  brother.  Aubrey,  I 
"  (hall  want  to  talk  with  you  by  and  by  j 
<£  you  will  not,  I  hope,  leave  Sudley 
"  Caftle  at  prefent."  Aubrey  faid  that 
he  would  not  •>  and,  after  giving  his 
hand  to  Lord  Sudley,  who  held  out  his 
to  him,  led  Mrs.  Aubrey  out,  followed 
by  Edmund.  "  Cowper,"  faid  Lord 
Sudley,  as  he  was  about  to  follow,  "  all 

c<  things 


AUBREY. 


369 


"  things  will  be  eafily  explained :  Mr. 
"  Langford,  that  gentleman,  is  my  agent, 
"  and  was  the  perfon  who  obtained  my 
"  remittances  in  the  name  of  Smyth, 
'•  and  forwarded  them  to  Oporto,  though 
"  till  this  morning  he  never  heard  any 
"  thing  of  my  marriage  with  your  filter; 
"  but  fhe,  no  doubt,  has  the  certificate, 
««  and  I  now  acknowledge  her  before 
"  him  as  Lady  Sudley."  Mr.  Cowper, 
prelenting  him  his  hand,  and  faying  that 
his  prefent  condud  made  all  the  amends 
he  could  wifh,  left  the  room :  but  Mr. 
Langford  (laid  a  few  minutes  longer  to 
receive  fome  inftruclions  from  his  lord- 
fhip. 

How  the  relation  of  this  extraordinary 
event  was  received  in  the  library,  will  be 
readily  conceived.  Wonder,  with  con- 
fufcd  emotions  of  forrow  and  joy,  per- 
vaded the  friendly  circle.  Edmund's 
mother,  who  had  been  long  refigned  to 
*  5  the 
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the  will  of  Providence,  and  whofe  re  fig- 
nation  had  not  been  difturbed,  though 
her  nerves  had  been  agitated  by  the 
fight  of  her  hufband  at  Leicefter,  yielded, 
when  her  furprife  abated,  to  thofe  feel- 
ings which,  in  fpite  of  her  injuries,  were 
infpired  by  the  account  of  Lord  Sudley's 
fufferings  and  conduct ;  and  me  blefTed 
God  that  his  diflblution  had  been  fuffi- 
ciently  protracted  to  allow  the  view  of 
death  to  awaken  in  his  mind  a  fenfc  of 
his  eternal  danger.  When  fhe  was  told 
that  he  had  acknowledged  her  before 
his  "agent  as  Lady  Sudley,  the  gratifica- 
tion fhe  expreflcd  turned  entirely  on  the 
profpect  it  opened  for  her  children.  The 
affecting  fcene  that  had  pafled,  and  the 
folemn  event  about  to  take  place  in  the 
Caftle,  reftrained  all  pleafurable  feelings 
among  the  young  folks,  who  fpoke  more 
by  looks  than  by  words. 

After 
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After  retting  about  two  hours  on  his 
bed,  Lord  Sudley  was  again  lifted  to  the 
couch,  and  an  interview  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  Lady  Sudley,  whofe  for- 
givenefs,  in  confideration  of  his  awful 
ftate  and  repentance,  was  beftowed  as 
foon  as  it  was  afked.  Edmund  pre- 
fented  his  fitter,  of  whofc  birth  Lord 
Sudley  had  never  heard  till  (he  was  men- 
tioned  by  her  brother.  She  bore  a 
itrongcr  refemblance  to  his  family  even 
than  Edmund,  and  he  wept  over  her  as 
he  had  done  over  him.  Mr.  Spence, 
who  ftill  attended,  would  not  furTer  fuch 
Icenes  to  be  prolonged ;  and  Lord  Sud« 
ley  defired  Edmund  and  Harriet  to  go 
and  ftay  with  Arthur  and  his  fitters,  and 
requeft  Mr.  Cowper,  Aubrey,  and  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  to  come  to  his  chamber.  In 
the  mean  time,  Lord  Sudley  littened  to 
the  affcfling  confolations  of  Lady  Sud- 
ley, who  was  fpeaking  when  her  brother 
R  6  and 
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and  the  Aubreys  entered.  <c  Cowper," 
faid  Lord  Sudley,  as  foon  as  they  were 
feated,  "  in  a  worldly  point  of  view, 
if  what  have  I  not  loft  by  my  defertion 
<e  of  this  angelic  woman !  but,  alas  i 
"  even  that,  great  as  it  is,  is  fmall  in 
<c  comparifon  with  the  lofs  of  my  foul. 
"  Oh,  death  !  death  !  how  dreadful  arc 
"  thou  to  the  wicked  man  !  The  ft  ing  of 
(f  death  is  fin !  and  where,  Aubrey, 
"  where  is  the  kind  hand  that  can  extract 
"  it  on  the  bed  of  death  ?"  Before  Au- 
brey exprefied  his  fentiment  on  this 
queftion,  he  thought  it  proper  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  and  progrefs  of  Lord 
Sudley's  repentance.  His  lordfhip 
frankly  owned  that  he  never  had  had 
any  opinion  of  the  doctrines  of  religion 
till  the  view  of  death  brought  him  to  re- 
flect on  a  future  ftate ;  that,  all  hope  in 
this  life  failing,  he  had  by  degrees 
wrought  himfelf  into  a  conviction  of  the 
i  -  truths 
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truths  of  revealed  religion,  which  he  faid 
he  found  more  ftrongly  fupported  by 
reafon  than  he  had  ever  thought  pofllble, 
and  even  more  than  natural  religion,  to 
which  there  was  an  objection  no  ftrength 
of  reafon  could  furmount,  arifing  from 
the  mixture  of  evil  in  the  work  of  a 
benevolent  power  j  an  objection  that 
had  been  removed  by  the  light  of  the 
gofpel,  which,  with  all  its  difficulties, 
had  furnifhed  the  only  clue  for  conduct- 
ing the  underftanding  through  the  mazes 
in  which  it  was  entangled  in  the  ftudy  of 
the  nature  of  man  j  that,  on  this  convic- 
tion, he  had  become  a  Chriftian,  and 
had  taken  the  facrament :  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  atone  for  his  fins,  but  that 
in  general,  from  the  nature  of  his  crimes, 
reparation  was  out  of  his  power;  though 
God  had  manifefted  his  goodnefs  by  un- 
expectedly bringing  in  his  way  thofe 
whom  he  had  moft  injured.  «<  Did  you 

"not 
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**  not  know,  my  lord,'*  faid  Cowper, 
"that  I  lived  at  Melford  ?"  — "  On 
"  the  contrary,"  replied  Lord  Sud- 
ley,  "  I  was  certain  you  had  left  it  j  I 
"Jcnew  of  your  diftrefs  in  town,  and 
"  conceived  that  you  had  abandoned 
"  England  altogether  with  your  fifter : 
"  and,  as  for  Edmund,  I  did  not  even 
"  recoiled  his  exiftence." — "  Permit 
"  me,  my  Lord,"  faid  Cowper,  "  to  afk 
"  if  you  did  not  once  fee  Lady  Sudley 
"  at  an  inn  at  Leicefter  ?" — "  Never," 
replied  he.  tf  It  is  very  ftrange,"  faid 
Lady  Sudley,  "  I  certainly  faw  you,  my 
"  Lord.  Were  you  not  at  an  inn 
"  when — — " — "  I  now  remember  it 
"  well-/'  faid  he, "  You  muft  have  been 

tf-* 

"  the  lady  into  whofe  parlour  I  obtrud- 
"  ed  j  by  the  bed  hope  I  can  form,  I 
"  fwear  I  did  not  know  you ;  and  1  left 
"  the  room  in  confequence  of  finding  my 
"  error  by  your  confufion.  I  pafled  a 

"  chaife 


AUBREY.  37; 

<•  chaife  that  was  at  the  door,  and  got 
tf  into  my  'own  carriage,  which  flood  in 
"  the  flreet.  I  had  long  given  up  every 
*c  idea  of  your  being  in  England.  Since 
"  1  have  been  aware  of  the  dangerous 
<c  ftate  I  am  in,  I  have  thought  of  you 
"  day  after  day  with  the  moit  terrible 
"  forebodings  of  punifhment  on  your 
««  account  i  and  oh  !  what  would  I  not 
"  have  given  a  week  ago  to  have  fore- 
"  feen  this  meeting  !" — "  I  am  now 
ct  fatisfied,  my  Lord,"  faid  Lady  Sudley, 
"  that  you  did  not  know  me;  pray  com- 
"  pofe  yourfelf,  and  be  afiured  that  the 
f<  goodnefs  of  God  will  not  end  here." 
— "  Oh  !  you  are  an  angel,"  cried  he, 
"  I  wifh  I  could  think  that  it  could  be 
"  extended  to  fo  uncertain  a  repentance 
"  as  mine.  Of  what  value  can  that  re- 
"  pentance  be  that  begins  in  fear  £" — 
"  My  Lord,"  faid  Aubrey,  "  after  what 
"  you  have  faid,  and  the  conduct  I  have 

<c  this 
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"  this  day  witneffed,  I  have  no  doubt 
"  that  your  mind  is  truly  renewed  j  and, 
"  though  a  change  of  life  and  heart,  on 
«'  which  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel  de- 
"  pend,  cannot  be  fuddenly  afcertained 
"  by  man,  yet  fo  great  is  the  mercy  of 
"  the  Almighty,  uniting  with  his  omni- 
"  fcience,  that  I  fcruple  not  to  pronounce 
"  my  opinion  to  be  full  of  hope."— "  In- 
<c  deed,  my  dear  friends,"  faid  Lord 
Sudley,  with  a  deep  figh,  <c  I  am  fure 
<c  my  mind  is  entirely  turned  and  re- 
"  renewed;  and,  though  I  was  firft 
"  roufed  by  horror,  my  reflexion  is  now 
"  grown  up  into  a  fettled  faith  and  con- 
"  verfion."*  "  Then,  my  Lord,"  faid 

Aubrey, 

*  Thefc  words  were  Rochefter's  to  Bifhop  Bur- 
net.  I  wifli  I  had  room  to  interweave,  in  the  con- 
cluiion  of  this  novel,  the  death-bed  repentance  of 
that  witty  debauchee ;  but  this  volume  being  al- 
ready fwelled  much  beyond  the  common  bulk,  I 
{hall  content  myfelf  with  referring  my  readers  to  it 

in 
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Aubrey,  "  be  afiured  that  Death  isfwal- 
"  lowed  up  in  viftory."  Aubrey,  with 
the  afiiftance  of  Cowper  and  Lady  Sud- 
ley,  continued  fome  time  pouring  into 
his  ulcered  heart  the  balm  of  religious 
confolation,  till  he  was  warned  by  the  re- 
turn of  his  pains,  which  began  to  attack 
him  at  a  certain  time  of  the  day,  to  be 
removed  to  his  bed,  and  to  take  his  opi- 
aces.  They  then  left  him,  with  a  promife 
to  continue  at  Sudlcy-Caftle  all  night  * 
and  Lady  Sudley  faid  me  fhould  return 
to  aflame  her  privilege  of  attending  him 
as  a  nurfc. 

It  being  known  that  the  party  were  to 
remain  at  the  Cattle,  dinner  was  ferved 
in  the  eating-room  of  his  Lordmip's 
apartments,  and  beds  were  prepared  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfc.  The  fcr- 

in  the  Bifhop'i  account,  under  the  title  of  Some  Paf- 

fagei  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  John ,  Earl  of  Rocbef- 

t/ri  a  book  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Johnfon. 

vants, 
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vanrs,   having  learned  the  difcovery  of 
Edmund's  title,  were  extremely  afllduous 
in  their  attentions  to  him  and  their  lady, 
who  were  modeftly   folicited  to  direct 
what  was  their  pleafure.     The  conver- 
fation  of  the   party  ran  on  the  occur- 
rences unfolded  by   the   event   of  the 
morning ;  and  the  reft  of  the  day  was 
tinctured  with  wonder  and  gloom.  They 
retired  early  to  their  refpective  cham- 
bers, and  Lady  Sudley  fpenc  the  night 
watching  by  her  dying  Lord.  The  next 
morning,   with  the  afliftancc  of   Mr. 
Spence,  who  returned  to  the  Cattle  about 
ten  o'clock,  he  was  again  able  to  fit  up, 
and  to  talk  with  his  comforters.     His 
heavy  eyes  dwelt  on  Edmund  and  Har- 
riet by  turns,  and  he  frequently  ejacu- 
lated s  '*  To  part  with  them  juft  as  I  have 
c<  found  them  !"     In  the  courfe  of  the 
forenoon  he  faid   to  Mr.  Cowper,  that 
there  was  a  circumftance  which  hitherto, 

among 
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among  weightier  concerns,  had  efcaped 
his  memory  :  "  You  know  too  well,'* 
faid  he,  "  the  irreparable  injury  I  did 
Cf  you  by  my  proceedings  at  Oporto; 
"  but  you  have  no  idea  of  what  chiefly 
et  inftigated  me  to  that  diabolical  con- 
"dufl:  you  do  not  know  that  it  was 
tf  becaufe  you  interrupted  me  in  one  of 
"  my  early  purfuits  of  vice.  Do  you 
"  remember  the  battle  you  fought  in  a 
"  field  leading. to  Mclford  ?"— "  Too 
"  well,"  laid  Mr,  Cowper.  M  I  was  your 
c<  antagonilV  continued  Lord  Sudley. 
<c  I  recolleftcd  you  ac  Oporto,  and  at 
"  the  fame  time  perceived  that  I  was 
tc  not  recognized.  Enraged  ac  being 
"  robbed  of  a  prize  difcovercd  for  me 
"  by  one  of  my  people,  I  refolved  to  be 
"  revenged  upon  you.  I  had  previously 
"  planned  your  fifler's  ruin  j  bur,  finding 
"  that  not  practicable,  I  indulged  my 
tk  horrid  paffion  by  completing  yours. 

«0h! 


380  AUBREY. 

"  Oh  dreadful,  dreadful !  and  the  man  I 
"  ruined  forgives  me !  There,  there,  Au- 
"  brey,  is  the  triumph  of  chriftianity." 
Upon  this,  he  continued  for  fome  time 
commenting  on  the  excellency  of  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  particularly  thofe 
of  forgivenefs  and  the  love  of  one's  ene- 
mies; precepts  which,  while  they  feemed 
unnatural  in  the  heterogenous  compound 
of  the  human  heart,  were,  on  reflexion,, 
celcftial  in  their  nature.  He  could  not, 
however,  fpeak  long  at  onccj  and  he  was 
now  earlier  exhausted  than  he  had  been 
the  day  before.  After  he  was  in  bed, 
Mr.  Langford  brought  him  his  will>  al- 
tered according  to  the  inftru&ions  he 
had  received  i  and  it  was  regularly  exe- 
cuted in  prcfencc  of  Mr.  Langford, 
Mr.  Spence,  and  his  Lordfhip's  ftcw- 
ard.  He  then  took  it  into  his  own 
hand,  and  gave  it  to  Lady  Sudley,  who 
depofited  it  in  his  table  drawer.  He 

foon 


AUBREY.  381 

foon  after  took  his  opiates,  and  fell  into 
a  fleep :  he  woke  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  and  fpoke  once  or  twice  to  Lady 
Sudley  ;  and  once  (he  heard  him  praying 
devoutly.  About  two  in  the  morning 
he  died,  without  any  convulfion,  or  even 
a  groan. 

Lord  Sudley 's  life  had  excited  abhor- 
rence ;  but  his  death  raifed  compafiion. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  imagined  that 
the  forrow  it  created  was  either  deep  or 
durable  in  hearts  unguided  by  any  pre- 
vious attachment.  It  was  decpeft  with 
Edmund,  now  Lord  Sudley ;  for  both 
the  life  and  death  of  his  father  left  a 
ferious  imprcfilon  on  his  mind,  and, 
combining  with  the  wonderful  change  of 
his  own  lot,  produced  a  thoughtfulnets 
which  yielded  only  to  lime.  Edmund's 
affairs  being  now  of  the  firft  importance 
to  Mr.  Cowper,  he  fent  an  exprefs  to 
Melford  with  letters  to  Mr.  Grey  and 

Cowfcl, 
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Cowfel, informing  them  of  the  event  that 
had  taken  place,  and  requefting  their  at- 
tention to  his  affairs  at  Edenbower  till 
he  returned  :  nor  could  the  Aubreys  re- 
fufe  the  felicitation  of  the  young  Lord 
Sudley  and  his  mother,  to  continue  for 
the  prefent  at  Sudley  Cattle.  The  day 
after  Lord  Sudley 's  death  his  will  was 
read  by  Mr.  Langford  before  the  whole 
party,  including  Mr.  Spence  and  the  fer- 
vants.  It  was  not  long  :  it  briefly  ac- 
knowledged Edmund  as  his  heir,  leaving 
him  all  his  fortune,  after  the  payment  of 
the  following  bequefts :  to  Harriet,  thir- 
ty thoufand  pounds ;  to  Mrs.  Aubrey, 
an  annuity  of  three  hundred  pounds  for 
her  life ;  to  Mr.  Cowper,  two  thoufand 
pounds,  befides  fmall  legacies  to  his  fer- 
vants.  To  Lady  Sudley,  he  appointed 
three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  for  her  join- 
ture, and  bequeathed  her  his  coach  and 
four,  and  three  thoufand  pounds  for  the 

pur- 
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pur-chafe  of  plate  and  houfchold  goods. 
Previous  to  the  funeral,  Arthur  wrote  an 
account  of  all  that  had  happened  to  his 
friend  Senfuive,  not  forgetting  to  men- 
tion the  bcquefts  of  the  late  Lord  Sud- 
ley's  will ;  and  at  the  fame  time  telling 
him  that  he  mould  foon  be  in  town  to 
profit  by  Mr.  Hamline's  friendmip  in 
his  voyage  to  St.  Kitt's.  The  funeral 
was  deferred  for  a  week  j  and  Mr.  Lang- 
ford,  at  the  requeft  of  Edmund,  wrote 
letters  before  it  took  place  to  his  rela- 
tions. The  interment  was  conducted 
with  a  fuitable  magnificence  j  and,  when 
it  was  over,  Edmund  was  congratulated 
by  his  friends  on  his  acccfiion  to  his  title 
and  fortune.  "You,  my  dear  uncle," 
faid  Edmund,  "  who  taught  me  to  con- 
"  quer  adverfity,  muft  teach  me  to  bear 
"  profperity." — "  I  know  one,"  faid 
Mr.  Cowper,  looking  at  Emily,  "  who 
"  will  be  a  more  agreeable  inftru&or." 

Emilv 
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Emily  coloured.  "  When  Mifs  Aobrey 
'•  undertakes  the  tailc,"  continued  he, 
*'  I  am  confident  you  will  be  an  apt 
"  fcholar."— "  Sir,"  faid  Emily,  «  the 
c<  fituation  of  things  is  very  much  al- 
<f  tered  fince  we  left  Mariton.  I  have 
<c  a  very  fincere  regard  for  your  nephew, 
"  but  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amifs 
c<  that  I  beg  Lord  Sudley  to  confiderall 
<f  that  paflcd  between  him  and  me  there 
"  as  if  it  had  never  occurred." — "  Hea- 
<e  vens !  Mifs  Aubrey !"  cried  Lord 
Sudley,  "  what  can  you  mean  ?  I  would 
cf  rather  refign  the  remembrance  of 
«{  every  occurrence  here,  and  wake,  as 
"  from  a  dream  of  fpkndour,  than  con- 
"  fent  that  a  word  or  a  look  that  you 
"  beftowed  upon  me  at  Mariton  fhould 
"  be  torn  from  my  memory.  What 
"  will  profperky  be  to  me  if  you  and 
"  Arthur  do  not  agree  to  fiiare  it  with 
"  me  ?"«— "  To  the  mind  you  now  pot- 

"  fefs 
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"  fcfs  I  ftill  adhere,"  replied  Emily, 
ff  but,  as  I  never  entered  into  any  en- 
Cf  gagements  with  Lord  Sudley,  it  would 
<f  be  unjuft  to  hold  him  bound  by  any 
"  that  he  made  before  he  knew  himfelf. 
"  If,  fix  months  hence,  1  find  him  Ed- 
<c  round,  I  will  have  no  objection,  in 
tc  fpite  of  my  want  of  fortune,  to  renew 
Cf  my  engagement;  but  till  then  I  de- 
•f  clarc  Lord  Sudlcy  as  free  as  if  he  had 
"  never  entered  into  any."  Aubrey, 
taking  Lord  SuJley  by  the  hand,  de- 
clared his  approbation  of  Emily's  deli- 
cacy, "  f  >r,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  not  over- 
"  ftraincd.  I  am  confident  fhe  believes 
"  your  heart  invariable,  Edmund ;  and 
"  your  choice  fhoulJ  be  that  of  Lard 
"  Sudley's."  Mr.  Cowper concurring; 
c<  Then,"  cried  Edmund,  "  as  Lord 
*{  Sudley,  I  vow  my  heart  to  be  as  con- 
"  ftant  to  her  as  ever  it  could  have  been 
"  as  Edmund's:  but  (he  is  all  that  fhe 
"  ought  to  be.  And  now,  my  dear 
VOL.  iv.  s  "Arthur," 
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tf  Arthur,"  continued  he,  <c  make  me 
«'  happy  by  dropping  all  thoughts  of  the 
*'  Weft  Indies.  I  know  my  fifter  loves 
"  you  -  "  Poor  Harriet  was  thunder- 
ftruck  j  her  blood  flew  to  her  face,  and 
her  eyes  were  caft  to  the  ground  — 
"  Why,"  proceeded  he,  "  fhould  we 
<c  trifle  with  happinefs  ?  why  not  fpeak 
**  plainly  in  this-  circle  of  friends  fo  dear 
<c  to  one  an9ther?  Harriet's  fortune  is 
"  thirty  thoufand  pounds  j  to  be  equal 
"  with  her  accept  thirty  thoufand  more 
"  from  me,  and  let  us  determine  all  to 
"  be  happy." 

Here  Lord  Sudley  was  interrupted  by 
one  of  his  fervants,  who  told  him  that  a 
gentleman  at  the  gate  had  got  off  his 
horfe,  and  was  coming  in.  "  Did  he 
"  tell  you  his  name  ?"  faid  Lord  Sudley. 
"  No,  rny  Lord,"  faid  the  fervant,  "  I 
"  was  not  near  him,  but  I  faw  him  alight, 
«f  and  walk  through  the  yard."  —  "  Per- 
"  haps,"  faid  Mr.  Cowper,  "  your  dif- 

appointed 
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"cc  appointed  relation,  to  afcertain  your 
"  title." — "  At  all  events,  (bow  him  in," 
faid  Lord  Sudley.  He  had  fcarcely 
fpoken  when  the  door  opened,  and 
Charles  Senfitive,  with  his  placid  fmile 
and  gentle  air,  came  forward,  and  going 
up  to  Lord  Sudley,  took  him  by  the 
hand  and  faid ;  "  My  Lord,  I  have  not 
<c  time  to  congratulate  you,  but  come 
"join  with  me  and  congratulate  our 
"  friend  Aubrey.  Aubrey,"  continued 
he,  putting  a  large  parchment  into  his 
hand,  "  here,  take  it,  my  dear  friend, 
"  and  God  blefs  you  with  it ;  Aubrey- 
"  Hall  is  your  own  again." — tl  More 
«'  wonders !"  cried  Arthur.  The  afto- 
nimed  party  gazed  at  Aubrey  as  he 
rapidly  cad  his  eye  here  and  there  over 
the  writing.  rc  My  uncle's  will !"  cried 
"  he,  what  can  this  mean  ?" — c«  I'll  tell 
"  you,"  faid  Senfitive,  "  and  fave  you 
<e  fome  time  :  Your  coufin,  Mr.  Arthur 
"  Aubrey,  and  your  old  honeft  folicitor, 
s  2  "  Mr. 
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"  Mr.  Lamb,  are  two  rafcal?.  Lamb, 
"  bribed  highly  by  your  coufin  to  de- 
"  ftroy  this  will,  fwore  to  him  he  did, 
"  but  kept  it  as  the  feconder  of  occa- 
ct  fional  motions  for  fupplies  from  the 
"  pockets  of  the  villain.  They  lately 
"  quarrelled,  and  Lamb,  before  a  friend 
"  of  mine,  threw  out  a  threat  that  im- 
"  plied  the  exiftence  of  fuch  an  inftru- 
<c  menr.  On  hearing  ir,  I  determined 
"without  lofs  of.  rime  to  make  an 
"  attempt  to  recover  ir.  I  went  to 
ft  Chclmsford,  and  took  him  unawares. 
"  I  told  him  that  his  villainy  was  dif- 
"  covered  by  a  pe'rfon  who  had  heard 
"him  and  his  confederate  quarrelling; 
"  and  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  fave 
"  his  own  life  by  depofiting  the  will  im- 
"  mediately  in  my  hand.  The  colour 
tf  had  foriaken  his  cheek  the  moment  I 
'*  mentioned  a  difcovery,  but  he  was  not 
<c  fo  eafily  tricked ;  and  while  his  teeth 
"  chattered  with  fudden  terror,  he  afked 

"  what 
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"  what  I  meant  by  fuch  a  charge.  Still 
"  he  was  civil,  faid  he  was  taken  ill, 
"  begged  I  would  excufe  him  a  few 
"  minutes,  and  went  out  leaving  me  in 
"  his  office.  Cafting  my  eyes  on  two 
"  tin  boxes  on  which  the  name  of  Au- 
"  brey  was  painted  in  large  letters,  I 
"  feized  them  without  hefitation,  and  ran 
"  off  with  them  as  fad  as  I  could  to  a 
"  friend's  houfe.  I  had  not  patience  to 
"  wait;  in  prc fence  of  my  friend  I  broke 
*'  open  the  boxes,  and,  to  my  unfpeaka- 
"  ble  joy  found  the  will  that  made  you 
"heir  to  Aubrey- Hall  regularly  exe- 
4C  cuted.  There  it  is,  and  God  Almighty 
"  blefs  you  with  it." 

It  is  unnecdFary  to  dwell  upon  the 
feelings  and  cxprcffions  that  were  the  re- 
fult  of  this  conduct  of  SenP.uve's;  Au- 
brey, Cowpt-r,  the  whole  party  in  fliort 
were  in  raptures  with  him.  Mr.  Cow- 
per  with  great  delight  told  him  that  he 
had  faved  him  three  choufand  pounds 

more 
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more  than  he  had  allowed  himfelf  to 
hope,  fo  that  he  would  have  a  large  fur- 
plus,  amounting  to  at  leaft  nine  thoufand 
pounds.  "  Nine  thoufand  pounds!" 
cried  Aubrey,  looking  at  Arthurina,  "  I 
"  hope  he  will  find  a  wife  with  more 
*c  than  double  that  fum."  Senfuive  un- 
derftood  him,  and  prefled  his  hand. 
Sudley-Caftle,  in  fpite  of  the  melancholy 
air  caft  over  it  by  the  mourning  oeca- 
fioned  by  the  late  awful  event,  afiumed 
a  fpirit  of  joy  which  the  good  fenfe  of 
thofe  who  felt  it  manifefted  with  that 
decency  and  delicacy  counter  rfeelings 
required.  In  the  -autumn  Lord  Sudley 
led  Emily  to  the  altar,  and  at  the  fame 
time  Harriet  gave  her  hand  to  Anhur. 
Senfitive  and  Arthurina  made  a  third 
couple  j  and  Aubrey  promifed  Arthur- 
William  that  in  one  year  n>ore  he  Ihou'd 
look  for  a  millrcfs  among  the  mufcs 
at  Cambridge. 

THE  END. 
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